
 

Join us Wednesday, December 11, 2024, 6:30-9:00 pm 
At the Flood Mansion, 2222 Broadway & Webster 

To have a HOLIDAY CELEBRATION with a 
CSFN Service Award and Silent Auction. 

Meet the People that Support our Neighborhoods. 

Including Supervisor Aaron Peskin.  Mayor elect is also invited!  
Donate your item or service to the silent auction by contacting 

Charles Head at charlesnhead@hotmail.com or call 415 425 4600.
Hors d’oeuvres , Wines and Water.  Dressy Attire suggested. 
Live Dance Music by Kathy Holly and the Jazz Quartet. 
$40 per person/CSFN members allowed one guest free. 
Mail checks to Greg Scott, Payable to CSFN, to 637 Noe 

Street, SF, CA, 94114 or 
To pay using Square or online, use this link: 
https://square.link/u/O5XNCul1?src=sheet 

￼1

mailto:charlesnhead@hotmail.com
https://square.link/u/O5XNCul1?src=sheet


For Directions to the Flood Mansion or 2222 Broadway, 
San Francisco, use the map above, please.  There are 

three separate ways to get there.  Use the one that best 
suits your needs. 
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PLASTIC PRODUCTION 
Plastic is made in the USA more than any other nation on 
earth.  The vast amount of plastic produced is made from 
fossil fuels, which is heavily subsidized by the federal 
government.  In the years 2018 thru 2023, the USA produced 
more crude oil than any other nation on earth, reports the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration.  This is in spite of the 
Republican politicians reporting disinformation otherwise.  
Maybe because of this, the USA produces twice as much 

plastic as China and more than all the European Union 
combined.  One way to reduce our plastic production is to minimize federal subsidies.   
When this is done, plastic containers of food could be closer in cost to food in glass 
containers.


SINGLE USE PLASTIC 
Many of our plastics become single use products which end up polluting our land, 
waterways and our oceans.  Even worse, some plastics can take hundreds of years to 
disintegrate.  When they do, they can become micro plastics, five millimeters in size, 
which are found everywhere, from Antarctica to inside cells in the human body!  


THE SOLUTION DENIED 
The Biden administration has announced a commitment to phase out single use 
plastics, however, nearly as soon as the promise was made, the administration said it 
would not support mandatory limits.  The fear is that plastic is so omnipresent in 
industry, that even a modest limit of plastic use, could have a chilling effect on the 
economy.  


PLASTIC ALTERNATIVES? 
Today, we realize that there is more micro plastic in plastic bottled water than in water 
from the tap.  Ideally, water should be purchased in glass or cans to reduce plastic 
contamination.  When it comes to food items, products packaged in plastic are much 
cheaper than items in glass.  Therefore, the question is:  Will the public be willing to 
spend more on peanut butter in a glass jar, rather than in a plastic one?  


THE PUBLIC CAN HELP 
Another consideration is to purchase items in plastic and quickly move them into glass 
or ceramic containers.  When manufacturers realize the public is serious about 
removing plastic from the environment and our bodies, they are likely to reduce the 
plastic they produce.  Until then, we can only hope the public does not wait too long, 
to get smart!


Glenn Rogers, RLA

Landscape Architect

License 3223

President CSFN
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https://apple.news/ARZWAM6TOQKWJZJFieodiaQ
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The photo on the left is a picture of coastal erosion at the Great Highway 
presented by Staff at the Coastal Commission. The photo on the right 
presents a closer look, revealing the cause of erosion, SFPUC neglect.


Is the City following the SFPUC Off the Cliff?


Open Letter to the Coastal Commission by Glenn Rogers 

Many members of the Coastal Commission live outside San Francisco and may 
not be aware of the foibles of the SFPUC. This Open Letter to the Coastal 
Commission is an opportunity to showcase the poor management of that 
department and ask the Coastal Commission to no longer give deference to the 
decisions of the SFPUC. 

FISH STARVED FOR WATER 
• First, the SFPUC has been starving the Tuolumne River of water over the 
years, decreasing the salmon, as the SFPUC guards more water in their 
reservoirs for a drought emergency that may not happen. The SFPUC is 
planning for a drought that happened 25,000 years ago. Four of every five 
gallons of water is delivered to farmers, leaving salmon without enough water.


RESIDENTS CHARGED FOR DROUGHT DESPITE WATER 
CONSERVATION 
• Today, San Franciscans use 55 gallons of water per person daily, which is 
remarkable since not long ago, BAWSCA estimated San Franciscans used as 
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https://westsideobserver.com/24/5-despite-water-surplus-sfpuc-continues-designing-for-drought.php


much as 79.3 gallons daily per person in 2012. There has been an increase in 
population by 32% during the same period. Despite the low use of water, the 
SFPUC is charging residents of the City a drought surcharge despite the fact 
reservoirs are full. Not only are reservoirs full, but if a drought did occur, there 
would be enough water for four years. The SFPUC is charging its customers 
for a drought that does not exist.


 “Yearly, as much as 1.2 billion gallons of combined stormwater 
runoff and sewage containing feces, bacteria, viruses, 
chemicals, and trash are dumped into the Bay.” 

SEWAGE DUMPING CAUSES MASSIVE FISH DIE-OFFS  

￼ 


• There is a massive die-off of tens of thousands of fish in the San Francisco 
Bay in the winter from raw sewage dumped into the Bay. Yearly, as much as 
1.2 billion gallons of combined stormwater runoff and sewage containing 
feces, bacteria, viruses, chemicals, and trash are dumped into the Bay. That 
results in extreme amounts of nitrogen in the Bay. And, when the weather 
becomes warm, the red tide fostered by the nitrogen can kill as many fish in 
the warm summer months as are killed in the winter. The SFPUC claims they 
have reduced the amount of sewage discarded into the Bay. However, that 
reduction results from customer conservation more than the SFPUC's active 
effort to clean their water discharge.
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https://sanfrancisco.granicus.com/player/clip/45949?view_id=22&redirect=true
https://baykeeper.org/press_release/san-francisco-caught-dumping-millions-of-gallons-of-sewage-into-sf-bay-every-year/


SAN FRANCISCO VS THE EPA 

• Many residents in San Francisco have urged the SFPUC, in conjunction with 
the City, to drop the lawsuit against the EPA, at the Supreme Court. The EPA 
is asking the SFPUC or the City to step up clean wastewater discharge. 
Should the SFPUC win its lawsuit against the EPA, it could significantly 
weaken the Clean Water Act throughout the country. Residents resent the City 
joining well-known toxic polluters in the petroleum, plastic, and mining 
industries fighting this lawsuit. The Supreme Court has heard the San 
Francisco vs. EPA case, and we await their decision. Today, our best 
environmental hope to settle this case is to have our Mayor-elect, Lurie, or the 
Governor, withdraw the lawsuit. If the the City desires to keep things the way 
are in an attempt to save money, one resident suggested the State of 
California could ask for the same improvements wanted by the EPA today!


It should be determined if the City may continue to discharge sewage into the 
Pacific Ocean, as it is doing today before the $175 million in expenditures are 
spent to armor the southern section of the Great Highway. Additionally, 
adding sand to replenish the seawall covering is anticipated to cost $1 million 
annually. With the encouragement of the Coastal Commission, the City should 
meet the requirements of the EPA. After all, we have shown that the SFPUC 
has not been a good actor in environmental issues. Also, should we agree 
with the EPA and voluntarily do their bidding, the Lake Merced Tunnel, the 
major source of pollution into the Pacific Ocean, will need to be replaced with 
an environmental solution. We can only hope that the Coastal Commission 
concurs.


GREAT HIGHWAY CLOSURE / UNDEMOCRATIC PROCESS 
The Coastal Commission should know that the referendum closing Great 
Highway was defeated in all the westside precincts of San Francisco. It was 
approved in the eastern part of the City. That is an undemocratic process. The 
will of local residents is ignored, and those unaffected by the consequences 
of the legislation win. The proposition means side-street traffic will increase, 
that 19th Avenue will become even more crowded, that parking will become 
more difficult for local residents, and that when the dunes collapse, from 
increased foot traffic by pedestrians trampling dune vegetation that keeps the 
sand in its place, larger amounts of sand will end up in resident's homes and 
public sewer systems. We ask the Coastal Commission to correct this 
miscarriage of justice by allowing the 40-foot-wide green space beside the 
Great Highway to be used for recreation instead.  The following graph shows 
how the public voted on this issue.
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https://westsideobserver.com/24/8-keep-the-great-highway-a-highway.php
https://www.reddit.com/r/sanfrancisco/comments/1gkqtii/interesting_map_on_measure_k_so_far/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=web3x&utm_name=web3xcss&utm_term=1&utm_content=share_button


STAFF RESEARCH ERRORS 
It is disingenuous for the Coastal Commissioner staff to present pictures of 
erosion beside the Great Highway and describe it because of storms. The 
example of erosion provided by the staff was from willful negligence of 
SFPUC maintenance procedures, allowing leaking clay pipe to cause the 
erosion displayed to the public and Commissioners. Staff should not allow 
this disinformation to occur again.


We thank the Coastal Commission for informing the public on important 
issues involving our coast. Without the good work of the Coastal Commission, 
California would not be as wonderful as it is today. Thank you.


Glenn Rogers, RLA, President, Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods 
(CSFN) 
Landscape Architect, License 3223


Article found in the Westside Observer November 2024 

Other worthwhile articles you may find interesting: 
Without calculating the water delivered by the recent atmospheric 
river providing full reservoirs, California officials announced record 
cuts in water deliveries this year because of a drought, see article 
below: 

https://www.watereducation.org/aquafornia 

How the atmospheric river filled our reservoirs, see story below:


https://www.newsweek.com/how-californias-major-reservoirs-
changed-after-atmospheric-river-1990334


After years of the Golden Gate Bridge Singing, the solution to 
quiet the bridge is here, is below: 

trib.al/76sjf…


San Francisco to cut number of days the homeless can stay in 
shelters, see story below:
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https://www.watereducation.org/aquafornia
https://www.newsweek.com/how-californias-major-reservoirs-changed-after-atmospheric-river-1990334
https://www.newsweek.com/how-californias-major-reservoirs-changed-after-atmospheric-river-1990334


https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/san-francisco-to-cut-the-
number-of-days-homeless-families-can-stay-in-shelters/


Will the ultra rich finance Mayor elect Lurie’s agenda?, see story 
below:


https://www.pressreader.com/usa/san-francisco-chronicle-late-
edition/20241125/281496461837247?
srsltid=AfmBOor_rjD13nBZydhsFh7wrX1LN7OMbWR3N_5zqAMZn3
ADN8JIuPNR


How to Contact us at CSFN :


president@csfn.net  
secretary@csfn.net    
treasurer@csfn.net   
Facebook 
Linkedin  
@zrants    
@CsfnSecret14359  
@csfngram  
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https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/san-francisco-to-cut-the-number-of-days-homeless-families-can-stay-in-shelters/
https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/san-francisco-to-cut-the-number-of-days-homeless-families-can-stay-in-shelters/
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￼9


