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May 8, 2023

SFMTA Board Chair Eaken and Directors:

Re: Opposition to the Geary Boulevard Quick Build Project

The Land Use Committee of Coalition for San Francisco Neighbors opposes the Geary Boulevard Quick Build project, and requests that the item be pulled from the May 16, 2023, Agenda of the SFMTA Board of Directors Meeting. 

The Geary Blvd. Merchants met with SFMTA Board Chair Amanda Eaken on May 6 at Joe’s Ice Cream to let her know how much they rely on parking for the survival of their businesses.  

Supervisor Connie Chan and former Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer spoke on behalf of the Geary Blvd. Merchants, customers, residents and visitors who depend on parking. In addition, many residents and customers spoke about the importance of parking, the economic impact of this misguided project, and the insignificant improvement of the Quick Build project. The merchants need time to recover from the Covid pandemic, and there is no reason to remove parking now.

SFMTA is in financial difficulty and is preparing to cut service by reducing many bus lines. Adding a dedicated bus lane on a short stretch of Geary, that will insignificantly reduce travel time at the same time it destroys business on Geary is not a wise use of limited funds.  Preserving vital Muni services to the entire City is much more important than pouring concrete and painting the streets. 

The negative effects of the Quick Build project Richmond District merchants, residents, and visitors outweigh the minimal travel time savings that may be realized by realigning the bus lanes.

If you MTA wants to fund capital improvements it should repair potholes and prioritize traffic signals for Muni before considering other ideas for speeding up bus service on Geary. 

Please remove the Geary Blvd. Quick Build project from the May 16 Agenda to give the merchants time to recover. and. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, 

Mari Eliza, Chair Land Use and Transportation Committee, CSFN
zramts@gmail.com

cc: Board and members of CSFN
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