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July 31, 2021

Board of Supervisors,

Re: Opening the Great Highway

I am writing on behalf of Coalition of San Francisco Neighborhoods (CSFN), an organization representing neighborhood groups throughout San Francisco. CSFN urges you to open the Great Highway seven days a week as soon as possible.

The closure of the Great Highway has unfairly impacted many residents of San Francisco, whose voices have been ignored. This closure has created significant traffic congestion, impacting the livability and quality of life in the Richmond and Sunset Districts and other Western neighborhoods. It has also put thousands of pedestrians at risk, increased greenhouse gas emissions, and made emergency access to Ocean Beach very difficult. The City has tried to mitigate the impacts of the closure, but they have failed. Safety concerns, congestion, noise and pollution remain. 

The Great Highway was closed to cars as part of the City’s COVID-19 emergency response without a vote, warning, or any consideration for the people who are impacted. According to a D4 mobility study completed by the SFCTA, on a given Saturday, more than 19,000 vehicles used the Great Highway, while during the week the pre-COVID average was 17,000-19,000. That is almost 20,000 cars that are pushed through residential neighborhoods each day. While several interim solutions have been provided - the additional stop signs, speed humps, and traffic diversion remedies – they are inadequate. 

If the goal is to reduce the number of cars arriving and traveling to, through and from San Francisco, that goal has been achieved, but at the expense of the Muni system and riders that derive a large percentage of their revenue from bridge toll, parking fees and other car-related activities. If the intent is to cut Muni’s income by harassing drivers into staying away from San Francisco, that goal has also been met. 

In addition to the economic downturn, the negative impact on traffic has become a nightmare for countless motorists. Many people need cars for their daily lives, and this is not going to change. A large number of San Francisco residents cannot get around without private vehicle - senior citizens, people with physical disabilities, families, tourists, and visitors. Thousands of people who must cross through the Sunset to reach the Peninsula.

What began as a temporary response to the COVID emergency has turned into an attempt to keep this stretch of highway permanently closed. The Great Highway needs to be open and used as intended – a vital thoroughfare to destinations north and south of San Francisco.  As COVID numbers decrease, and people begin to return to a sense of normalcy, traffic, gridlock, anger, frustration, and lack of proper mitigation efforts will only continue. 

Any full or partial highway closure of the Great Highway is premature. Permanent closure of all or part of the Great Highway should be considered only after robust outreach to residents and merchants in the Richmond and Sunset Districts and all other stakeholders. Additionally, this important decision deserves full environmental scrutiny in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and other regulations, as well as a thorough analysis of alternatives presented by neighborhoods most affected by changes in the designation of the Great Highway.

For the foregoing reasons, CSFN urges the Board of Supervisors to open the Great Highway as soon as possible. 

Sincerely,

[image: ]

Mari Eliza,

Chair of Land Use and Transportation Committee, Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods 
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