
www.csfn.net • NEIGHBORHOOD VIEWS • January  ‘17  • XLIV •  No. 1

44 th Annual Anniversary
HOLIDAY DINNER
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Happy New Year Everyone!

CSFN will continue to be one of San Fran-
cisco’s most dynamic neighborhood groups 
in 2017. By working with City agencies or, 
in some cases, actually fighting City Depart-
ments, CSFN has become a recognized name 
and entity. We represent and fight for the viability and charac-
ter of San Francisco neighborhoods.

Last year, CSFN was able to modify the planning Depart-
ment’s Affordable Housing Density Program. CSFN’s efforts 
have allowed many residents, tenants and small businesses to 
remain in place. The battle with planning continues with our 
work on Article 7 and the Urban Design Guidelines. Addition-
ally, we are working hard to to overview the impacts of the 
SFMTA ’s proposals for transit, pedestrian safety and commuter 
busses all over the city. 

The Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods hosted a 
fun and successful annual dinner on December 13th, the only 
fund-raiser of the entire year. This year is the 
44th anniversary of the founding of CSFN, 
and we pulled out all the stops to celebrate! 

Judge Quentin Kopp was our keynote 
speaker. Former President of the Planning 
Commission, and Chair of the Democratic 
County Central Committee (DCCC), Cindy 
Wu won the “Honoree” award. Environmen-
tal Attorney, Richard Drury, partner in the 
Law Firm of Lozeau, Drury won the “Special 
Recognition” award for his work on environ-
mental issues.

The Dinner Committee was chaired by 
Glenn Rogers with volunteers Marlayne 
Morgan, Claire Zvanski and Mary Harris, all 
did a great job planning the dinner.

And in a year of many dramatic victo-
ries and losses, my own neighborhood 
had its own victory.

The Midtown Terrace Homeowners 
Association and District 7 Supervisor Norman Yee just beat a 
deceptive rezoning maneuver initiated by District 8 Supervisor, 
Scott Wiener, by achieving RH-1D zoning.

RH-1 zoning allows in-law units — also known as Accessory 
Dwelling units (ADUs) — are allowed to be built in RH-1 zones, 
but not in RH-1D zones. Wiener’s amendment was trying to 
create a hybrid RH-1D neighborhood that allowed ADUs in 
Midtown Terrace if the neighborhood was rezoned as RH-1D.

An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is an “additional, self-con-

tained dwelling unit located within the same lot as an exist-
ing residential building.” They’re often located in converted 

garages or in backyards as a separate structure. It is estimated 
that there are anywhere between 30,000 and 40,000 illegal ac-
cessory units in San Francisco — significantly all built without 
obtaining the appropriate permits.

The big secret so far — efforts to legitimize SF’s ADU units 
and create new regulations have been an absolute failure.

On April 8, 2016, former District 3 Supervisor David Chiu’s 
legislation “Legalization of Dwelling Units” was passed. This Or-
dinance amending the Planning and Building Codes to provide 
a process for granting legal status to existing dwelling units 
constructed without the required permits, temporarily sus-
pending the code enforcement process for units in the process 
of receiving legal status.

On April 16, 2014, Supervisor Wiener passed legislation 
legalizing ADUs in District 8, which includes the Castro and Noe 
Valley. Subsequently, Supervisor Julie Christensen followed suit 
for District 3, which includes Chinatown and North Beach. To 

date, no ADUs have been built in District 3 
or 8.

According to Betty Lee, Permit technician 
for the Department of Building Inspection 
(BDI), only 61 homeowners out of an esti-
mated 30,000 have applied to legalize their 
illegal ADUs under Chiu’s plan. 

This last ditch effort to impact Midtown 
Terrace failed due to outstanding communi-
ty organizing by Midtown Terrace Home-
owners Association (MTHA) and their 
supporters. As Supervisor Yee commented, 
“It was clear that the attempt to amend the 
Planning Code was wrong and should be 
fixed. I was so impressed by the level of en-
gagement from the residents that resulted 
in the defeat of this amendment.

“That is why I was disappointed when 
Supervisor Wiener and special interest 
groups decided to introduce an amendment 
at the eleventh hour, to call for Midtown 

Terrace to be the only RH-1D area to allow in-law units.“

The Wiener amendment was nonsensical. The Midtown 
Terrace rezoning had absolutely nothing to do with ADUs.

Congratulations to Midtown Terrace, a RH-1D neighborhood 
that now has the ability to protect its neighborhood lot lines, 
along with its neighborhood character.

... George Wooding

Presidents Message

Special thanks to Quentin Kopp, our 44th 
Dinner Keynote Speaker 
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Are you Rain Ready?
The winter rains are here and residents and business owners can 

take steps now to prepare! In San Francisco, we have a combined 
system that collects both stormwater and sewage in the same set of 
pipes. When the system reaches capacity in heavy rains, we can ex-
perience street flooding (especially in low-lying areas that used to be 
creeks or bays) and property damage. No sewer system, including San 
Francisco’s, can be designed to manage all stormwater in ALL storms.

The SFPUC recognizes the tremendous impact on our cus-
tomers when local flooding occurs in extreme rain events. Even 
though such flooding affects only a small portion of our cus-
tomers, for those people the damage and disruption is a major 
problem.

Year-round, SFPUC preventative operations and maintenance 
crews work hard to prepare for the rainy season by inspecting, 
cleaning, repairing, and replacing aging sewer infrastructure. 
For example, last summer crews deep cleaned more than 2,600 
of our 25,000 catch basins throughout the City, including all of 
those in low-lying neighborhoods that are prone to flooding in 
large rain storms. 

Throughout the rainy season, our Storm Watch team is 
dedicated to monitoring the weather closely. They specially 
monitor low-lying neighborhoods on a regular basis (even in 
the middle of the night and on weekends), and more frequently 
during storms. Crews are ready to respond by clearing away dirt 
and leaves off the top of the catch basins and vacuuming out 
debris using giant (vac-con) trucks.

While SFPUC crews continue to work through the rainy 
season, we have developed a number of programs to enable SF 
residents and businesses to partner with us to minimize the risk 
of flooding:

Adopt a Drain 
The San Francisco Adopt a Drain program enables you to 

“adopt” one of the city’s 25,000 storm drains or catch basins and 
pledge to keep it free of leaves and debris. The program helps 
reduce localized flooding and fosters community engagement 
by encouraging the public to take an active role in improving 
their neighborhood. As of December 2016, more than 1000 
drains have been adopted! Adopt a drain near you and help 
keep our storm drains ready for rain. 

Grant Assistance for Floodwater Management 
The Grant Assistance Program for Floodwater Manage-
ment reimburses San Francisco property owners up to 
$30,000 for implementing projects that minimize flood-
water intrusion on their properties. In addition to flood 
barriers and backflow preventers, eligible applicants can get 
reimbursed for other types of projects, including flood walls, 
doorway adjustments/ modifications, waterproofing, grade 
adjustments, plumbing/drainage modifications, etc. 

National Flood Insurance Program 
Homeowners, business owners and tenants can buy afford-
able flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance 
Program, administered by FEMA, to cover for flood damage 
to buildings and building contents. Everyone in San Francis-
co is in “Zone X” and qualifies for low cost premiums. 

Free Sandbags
Sandbags can play an important role in protecting your 

home or business from heavy winter rains and possible 
flooding. Don’t wait until it’s raining or flooding to get 
them; plan ahead!

SF Public Works provides San Francisco residents and 
businesses up to 10 free sandbags leading up to and during 
severe rainstorms. They are intended for properties prone 
to flooding. Sandbags can be retrieved Monday-Saturday, 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Public Works’ operations yard, Marin 
Street/Kansas Street gate. Bring proof of address. Sandbags 
also are sold at many local hardware and home improve-
ment stores. 

More Important Storm Prep Tips:
Sweep away leaves and debris away from catch basins. You 

can put the leaves in a compost bin, and anything else in a trash 
bin. Never attempt to remove catch basin grates.

Please report sewer emergencies or service problems such as 
clogged catch basins, street flooding, sewer backups, or waste-
water odors to the City’s 311 Customer Service Center. Call 311, 
log on, or use the free mobile app.

Elevate your belongings in your garage and any low-lying 
areas on your property. Remember to store emergency items, 
such as first aid kits, flashlights and portable radios in a safe, high 
place as well.

Store drinking water in closed, clean containers in case water 
service is interrupted. Allow one gallon of water per person per 
day for at least three days.

Prepare written instructions on how to turn off electricity, gas 
and water if authorities advise you to do so. (Remember, you’ll 
need a professional to turn them back on.)

Find more information about all of these programs.

2017 MEETINGS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS
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Twinkle, twinkle 
little stars, we all 
wonder WHERE 
you are 
One of my fond memo-

ries from childhood is of 
summer evenings in the mountains. 
We’d run outside at night and look 
up through the trees - and there 
would be a magnificent sky, awash 
in a myriad of stars - galaxies, 
constellations, and shining planets. 
It was beautiful and awe-inspiring, 
and it reminded us that there are 
other worlds out there, and that we 
are just a small part of the mysteries 
of the universe.

What do we see today in San 
Francisco? On clear nights, we get 
excited if we can see just a few stars. 
The contrast between what is and 
what could be, was highlighted in a “New York Times Sunday 
Magazine”photo spread a few years ago. Entitled, “Starry, Starry, 
Starry Night,” it shows enhanced photos by Theirry Cohen of 
the night sky above different cities as they might look if there 
were no light pollution. Go online and look — San Francisco is 
awesome in photo number 11. 

What extraordinary beauty we are missing! Photographer 
Cohen states that we now have entire cities of people who have 
forgotten the night sky, and as a result “no longer understand 
nature.”

Outmoded ideas about night-time lighting have resulted in 
light pollution. According to the International Dark Sky Associa-
tion (IDA), light pollution is caused by “excessive or inappropriate 
outdoor lighting.” Light pollution increases greenhouse gasses 
by wasting energy with this excessive lighting. Contrary to pop-
ular misconceptions, bright light does not always increase safety. 
In fact, too-bring light makes it more difficult to see intruders 
who are hiding in the harsh shadows. 

Light pollution harms ecosystems; for example, urban light-
ing confuses birds and causes the deaths of tens of thousands 
of birds each year. People are also affected by too much light; 
according to artificial lighting expert Professor Travis Longcore, 
“Scientists have shown that regions of the world with high levels 
of outdoor lighting have higher breast and prostate cancer 
rates.”

Perhaps the saddest part of this use of more and brighter 
lighting, is that today’s children don’t know about the night sky. 
They are growing up without the stars to inspire them, without 
that contact with a nature that is bigger than their daily life at 
home and at school, even bigger than the internet! 

The more isolated parts of the world have preserved their 
darkness and are attracting visitors for Astronomy Tourism. We 
should reflect on this — how ironic is it that we have to travel far 
from home in order to see what is actually right over our heads? 

We need to develop public policies that support state-of-
the-art lighting — to protect both people and the environment. 

And to give the beauty of the night sky back to our children.
Katherine Howard (SPEAK), Open Space Committee

Local Coastal Plan
Amendment proposed to sections of the Local Coastal 

Program of the Western Shoreline Plan 
The San Francisco Coastal Zone extends approximately 6 miles 

along San Francisco’s western shoreline, from the Point Lobos recre-
ational area in the north to the Fort Funston cliff area in the south.  
The proposed Local Coastal Program Amendment is an update to the 
1986 Western Shoreline Area Plan, and it will specifically address sea 
level rise and coastal erosion concerns in this area.

Portions of San Francisco’s dynamic Ocean Beach – particularly 
the area between Sloat and Skyline Boulevards – have experienced 
substantial erosion over the past few decades. According to the SF 
Planning Department website, “San Francisco is amending its Local 
Coastal Program to provide for long-term resiliency by balancing 
environmental resources, maintaining coastal access, addressing 
community needs, and protecting the City’s investment in public 
infrastructure, such as roads and wastewater treatment facilities.”

The timeline (to date) is as follows:
January 19, 2017:  Initiation at SF Planning Commission 
March 2, 2017:  Adoption at SF Planning Commission (tentative)
Dates TBD:  Board of Supervisors Introductory Hearing, BOS Adop-

tion Hearing, California Coastal Commission Hearing
For more information and to keep up with changing scheduling, 

please visit sf-planning.org/local-coastal-program-amendment, 
available now online.

Note:  I have been attending meetings about this project and so 
far, I do not see any issues of serious concern for CSFN.  However, 
those who have a particular interest in the Western Shoreline (Great 
Highway commuters and surfers in particular) might want to attend 
one of these meetings to learn more about the plans -- or go to the 
website above.  

Submitted by: Katherine Howard, (SPEAK) Open Space Committee
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Executive Committee  Report

 General Assembly Meeting Nov. 15, 2016
1. Call to Order. President Wooding (MTHA) brought 

the meeting to order at 7:03 PM in the Northern Police Station 
Community Room. 

a. Quorum declared. 19 delegates and alternates repre-
sented 16 CSFN member organizations. 2 guests signed in.

b. Agenda approved.
c. Introduction of delegates and guests/Short announce-

ments.
d. Hosts: 1. Mary Harris ( OMINIA) talked of its founding in 

1988, of public safety issues and schools.
 2. Charlotte Maeck (PHRA) spoke about the founding of her 

group and of the formation of C.S.F.N. and its early development.
2. Officers’ Reports.
a. President Wooding ( MTHA ) lambasted the lack 

of cleanliness of the city with a 70% increase in nee-
dles, glass and feces.

 b. 1st VP Morgan (CHNA) – reminded all of the Dec. 13 holiday 
party.

c. 2nd VP Boken (SPEAK) – No report.
d. Recording Secretary Head (SHARP) said the October 

draft minutes were done and called on latecomers to sign in. He 
reported on the RPC approving Lake Merced West RFP, the Plan-
ning Commission hearing on Article 7, the BOS previous hearing 
on the Blue Ribbon panel report on the SFPD and today’s BOS 
hearing on the Latin Cultural District’s opposition to develop-
ment of 1515 South Van Ness.

e. Corresponding Secretary Rogers (PMAC) – No report.
f. Treasurer Scott (PHRA) – spoke on the budget.
3. Committee Action Items
a. Executive – No report.
b. Bylaws – No report.
c. Dinner – Chair Glenn Rogers ( PMAC ) stressed members 

need to sign up, and if they want prime rib to reserve it by Dec. 
2!

d. Government & Elections. Chair Charles Head (SHARP) 
Our committee met on Friday Nov. 11 and heard from Chris 
Bowman about the importance of early absentee, late absentee, 
voting day and provisional ballots. We learned we had won on 8 
of our ballot measure endorsements.

e. Land Use. No report. 
f. Open Space. Kathy Howard (SPEAK) reported Ocean 

Beach has problems with the ocean reclaiming part of the road, 
which is being partly shut down with traffic rerouting.

 There will be an important meeting at the planning commis-
sion on Nov. 17.

g. Transportation. No report.
4. Approval of the October 18, 2016 GA minutes – 

they were approved unanimously.
5. Unfinished Business – None.
6. New Business – None.
 7. Program : Analysis of the Nov. 8 election. Chris 

Bowman talked about the national, state and local bal-
lots and answered questions from the audience.

 8. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 9:15.
 … Charles Head (SHARP), Recording Secretary

 

JANUARY 17
FEBRUARY 21
MARCH 21
APRIL 18
MAY 16
JUNE 20

JULY 18
AUGUST 15
SEPTEMBER 19
OCTOBER 17
NOVEMBER 21
December - no meeting

2017 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

2017 GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS

JANUARY 25
MARCH 1
MARCH 29
APRIL 26
MAY24
JUNE`28

JULY 26
AUGUST 23
SEPTEMBER 27
OCTOBER 25
NOVEMBER 29
December - no meeting

CORRECTIONS TO NEWSLETTER
Turn in written submissions to ExCom Chair (marlayne16@gmail.com)

NEIGHBORHOOD VIEWS is published monthly, the official voice of the Coali-

tion for SF Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4 organization.

To Submit Articles: Email articles by the 3rd (third) of the month to: Newsletter 

Editor (2nd VP) in Microsoft Word-compatible document (i.e. no pdf’s) in-line or as at-

tachment. Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the opinion of 

the CSFN. We invite material from member organizations as well as rebuttal to articles 

already printed. We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member organizations 

may receive two copies of the newsletter without charge. Subscription: Members/$10, 

Non-members/$15.

ExComm—How to Reach Us: 
President: George Wooding • gswooding@gmail.com • 695-1395
1st VP: Marlayne Morgan • marlayne16@gmail.com
2nd VP: EileenBoken•aeboken@gmail.com
Recording Secretary: Charles Head • charlesnhead@hotmail.com
Corresponding Secretary: Glenn Rogers • alderlandscape@comcast.net
Treasurer: Greg Scott • lgscpa@icloud.com
Member-at-Large: Penny Clark • penelopeclark@yahoo.com
Member-at-Large: Mary Harris • maryharris_dist11@msn.com
Member-at-Large: Clair Zvanski • cvanski@hotmail.com

Draft Minutes for the General Assembly Meeting

October and November ExCom Committee Report
The October Executive Board Committee was cancelled, due 

to lack of a quorum. 
The November ExCom meeting was rescheduled from the 

23rd to the 30th, as there was a conflict with the Thanksgiving 
Holiday. Morgan, Rogers, Scott, Clark, Harris and Zvanski were in 
attendance, and Wooding, Head and Boken were excused. The 
primary topic of business was finalizing the plans for the Decem-
ber 8th Annual Holiday Dinner.

The ExCom does not meet in December.
Submitted by Marlayne Morgan (CHNA), Chair
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BENEFACTORS
COALITION OF COMMUNITY HOUSING ORGANIZATIONS/ 
CHINATOWN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CENTER
RECOLOGY
SAN FRANCISCO TOMORROW
SAVE MUNI / MISSION BAY ALLIANCE
SUTRO TOWER/ FOREST KNOLLS NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION
TELEGRAPH HILL DWELLERS

PATRONS
DALE CARLSON
CATHEDRAL HILL NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
DOUG ENGMANN
LOZEAU, DRURY, LLP
MIDTOWN TERRACE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
PACIFIC HEIGHTS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
SF COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL COMMITTEE
SF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
SF RETIRED FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION

SPONSORS
BARBARY COAST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
BART
COLE VALLEY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
ED DIAZ
EXCELSIOR DISTRICT IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
EAST MISSION NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
FX CROWLEY
INNER SUNSET ACTION COALITION
MERCED EXTENSION TRIANGLE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
MIDDLE POLK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
KATHRIN MOORE AND BILL ROBERTSON
MIRALOMA PARK IMPROVEMENT CLUB
OMI NEIGHBORS IN ACTION
RICHMOND COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
SUNSET HEIGHTS ASSOCIATION OF RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE
SUNSET PARKSIDE EDUCATION AND ACTION COMMITTEE
UNIVERSITY TERRACE ASSOCIATION
PAUL WEBBER
MICHAEL H. YOUNG

SPECIAL THANKS  to Flora Grubb Gardens for the Living Plant 
Table Decorations

44th Annual Anniversary
HOLIDAY DINNER
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£ .��--.l-�� �Neighborhoods Member Renewal 
P.O. Box 320098 San Francisco, CA 94132 415-262-0440 

Name of Organization 

Mailing Address _ _ _______ _ _ ____ SF 941 Contact E-mail ________ _ 

Current Officers 

Name Office Address (with ZIP) Email Address Phone 

Name Office Address (with ZIP) Email Address Phone 

Name Office Address (with ZIP) E.mail Address Phone 

CSFN Delegate 

Name Address (with ZIP) Email Address Phone 

If your organization has alternate CSFN delegates: 

Name Address (with ZIP) Email Address Phone 

Name Address (with ZIP) Email Address Phone 

NEWSLETIER MAILING LIST - Each member is entitled to receive two copies of CSFN's monthly newsletter Neighborhood Views as part of their membership fee. The first 
copy goes to the delegate and the second to a person designated by the organization. A member of an organization's Board of Directors may subscribe to the CSFN 
newsletter at a rate of $10 per year. Other persons may subscribe at $15 per year. If you prefer to view the newsletter on line or download it from the website 
www.csfn.net/newsletter check the box below and leave the following lines blank. Additional paid copies: use the back of this page. Include address and zip codes. 

_ Email us the newsletter to following email address(es): __________ _ 
_ Do not send us a hard copy. 
_ Send a hard copy to: 

Name Office Address (with ZIP) Phone 

DUES, DONATIONS AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS 
CSFN Annual Membership dues are $45. Organizations wishing to include an additional donation to CSFN are encouraged to do so. Please add $10 for each additional 
newsletter subscription for your organization's board members and $15 for other members. Make check payable to CSFN and mail to CSFN POBox 320098 SF CA 94132. 

Annual Membership Dues: $45. __ _ 
Newsletter Subscriptions:@ $10. __ _ 
Newsletter Subscriptions:@ $15. __ _ 
Additional Donation 
Total to CSFN 

Thank You! 

CSFN Membership Certification 
CSFN Bylaws (Article II, Section A-G) require each voting member organization to 
certify that it has a membership of 35 or more in order to maintain voting privileges. 
Organizations not having the required membership are encouraged to join or retain 
membership as associate members without voting privileges. 

Member Organization (35 or more members) ___ _ 

Associate (non-voting) Member Organization ___ _ 

Certifying Signature ____ _ _________ ____ __

Address if not listed above ------------------
CSFN Annual Membership Fee is Due in January. If not received by March 1, voting rights will be withdrawn. 

Member Renewal



JANUARY 17, 2017 •  CSFN GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA

6:30      I.         Sign In and Refreshments
 
7:00      II.        Call to Order/ Ascertain Quorum

              A.      Introduction of Delegates and Guests / Short  Announcements

              B.      Hosts TBA 
                      
7:15      III.    Officers’ Reports

              A.      President
              B.      Vice Presidents
              C.      Secretaries
              D.      Treasurer
 
7:30       IV.   Committee Action Items—written reports in Newsletter

A.          Executive 
B.          Bylaws
C.          Dinner
D.          Government & Elections
E.          Land Use & Housing
F.           Open Space
G.          Transportation
              
7:45      V.  Approval of November 15, 2016 Minutes
              
                 
8:00     VI.   Unfinished Business 

                  Membership Application from Marina Community Neighborhood Association

8:15     VII.   New Business

      
8:30    VIII.  Program - SF Sewer System Improvement Program (SSIP), SFPUC 

  
9:15      IX.       Adjournment


