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Vote “No” on Measures B and C

What’s Next — 140-Foot-High Luxury Condos in West Portal?
As San Francisco politicians continue racing to sell San
Francisco’s real estate to the highest bidder, two ballot measures
on the November ballot — “B” and “C” — will have a huge
impact on San Francisco neighborhoods throughout the City. If
not rejected at the ballot box, a terrible precedent may be set;
taken to its extreme perhaps permitting 140-foot-high condos in
West Portal and elsewhere throughout the City.

expensive condominiums in the history of San Francisco, each
ranging in price from $2 million up to $10 million.
With $268 million to easily $750 million in projected sales of
the condos, it’s no wonder that developers and a compliant
Board of Supervisors — licking its chops over millions in
property tax transfer revenue for City coffers — have foisted
the 8 Washington project onto the waterfront. During Board
hearings last summer probing the balance between the
David vs Goliath
developer’s profits and the City’s “benefits,” Board president
Measure “B” is an initiative called “8 Washington Park, Public
David
Chiu estimated that the developers will net $200 million
Access and Housing Initiative.” The measure is developerin
profits,
at a hefty 72% rate of return.
funded and needed just 9,702 signatures of San Francisco voters
to place the developers’ project on the ballot. Pacific Waterfront Supporters of 8 Washington ginned up claims that $140 million
Properties (PWP), the developer, paid approximately $300,000 in today’s dollars will be generated from the proposed 8
to place Prop B on the ballot. According to its most recent
Washington project for the Port Authority and the City, echoing
campaign disclosure statement posted online in the Ethics
the padded claims that the America’s Cup races would provide
Department’s campaign database, the Proposition “B” campaign massive economic benefit to the City — claims that eventually
reports that it has received $464,990 in contributions through
fizzled out.
July 2013, and had already spent $383,604 to help pass Prop
The deal requires the City to pay the developer $5 million for
“B.” How much more in donations and spending will it rack up open-space improvements, which is atypical. Although Chiu
before the November 5 election to fool voters about this
introduced an amendment to remove it from the deal, his
boondoggle?
amendment failed on a 6-to-5 vote by the Board of Supervisors.
In stark contrast, measure “C” is a citizen’s referendum against For his part, the Board’s budget analyst, Harvey Rose, issued a
an ordinance passed by our errant Board of Supervisors to
report saying his review of the project’s finances revealed that
amend the zoning map (“spot zoning”) for 8 Washington
the $140 million in benefits to the City originally claimed by
Street’s height and bulk. A citizen’s group called “No Wall on
the developer and the Port Authority was overestimated by $50
the Waterfront” collected over 31,000 signatures to place “C”
million. Supervisor Chiu introduced a second motion
on the ballot; its campaign disclosure statement indicates it has suggesting that if the benefits were $50 million less than
received $244,113 in contributions through July 2013, and has
advertised, another $14 million should be added to the planned
spent $123,171. David vs Goliath…
$11 million contribution to the City’s affordable housing fund.
The referendum asks voters whether to uphold the Board’s spot- The Board rejected Chiu’s second amendment on a 7-to-4 vote.
Chiu lowered it to $2 million extra for the housing fund, but his
zoning exemption to raise the height limits for 8 Washington
third amendment also failed on a 6-to-5 vote.
and let it take effect, or to reject what the legislators did and
prevent the spot-zoning from ever taking effect.
Lessons Forgotten
The new height exemptions created willy-nilly by the Board of
Citizens Battle Developers: Sloe-Gin Fizz
Ballot measures “B” and “C” represent a battle between citizens Supervisors are ridiculous. Current zoning allows buildings to
be only 84 feet high in that area. The Board’s new exemptions
trying to protect and preserve the planning laws of the City,
against developers supposedly “trying to make the city better’” will allow the 8 Washington project to be 136 feet high. The
by receiving special planning exemptions — accurately named removed Embarcadero freeway was only 70 feet high. What
was this crop of Supervisors thinking by allowing 8
“spot zoning” — from downtown political interests, lobbyists,
Washington’s height to double the blight caused by the
and San Francisco’s Planning Department.
freeway’s height?
Both ballot measures are about the conversion of the 8
The Board of Supervisors should have learned its lesson in the
Washington condominium development project. The project
will demolish the Golden Gateway Swimming and Tennis Club early 1960s after allowing the 17-storey Fontana Towers to be
built at 1000 North Point Street. The public was so angry that
that currently sits on a triangular-shaped, 3.2-acre lot across
the Board of Supervisors was later forced to adopt 40-foot
from the Ferry Building, and erect in its place 134 of the most
height limits in residential neighborhoods.
(cont’d on p.4)

Executive Committee Reports
August 28

September 25

Chair George Wooding called the meeting to order at 5:52 pm.
Present were Judy Berkowitz, Wooding, Charles Head, Dick Millet,
Penelope Clark, Paul Webber, Evelyn Wilson. Rose Hillson and
Melinda LaValle were excused. There was a quorum.

Chair George Wooding called the meeting to order at 6:07pm.
Present were Judy Berkowitz, Wooding, Dick Millet , Penelope
Clark, Paul Webber. Rose Hillson was excused. Charles Head and
Melinda LaValle were absent. There was a quorum.

Officers’ Reports

Officers’ Reports

President Judy Berkowitz: Berkowitz noted that the “how to

protest the AT&T above-ground facilities cabinets” information in the
August newsletter is really important because there is no other place
that has this info in written format. • CSFN’s Media Relations,
Transportation and Open Space Committees have all taken initial
steps toward their re-organization. • Berkowitz spoke at length with
the Civil Grand Jury regarding CSFN participation in previous CGJ
investigations. • Comments on the proposed development at 75
th
Howard are due on September 20 . • TEP comments are due
th
th
September 17 • The Annual CSFN Dinner is December 17 at Patio
Español. We have yet to select the speaker and honoree. • Berkowitz
sent templates for the Draft Minutes and ExComm Report to
st
Recording Secretary Head and 1 VP/ExComm Chair Wooding
respectively.
st

1 Vice President George Wooding spoke briefly about

undergrounding utilities throughout San Francisco. The PUC would
be the lead agency on this project. • A question remains on how this
project will be paid for. • The height limits for 75 Howard and 8
Washington were also discussed.
nd

Vice President Rose Hillson: Hillson could not attend the
meeting but forwarded the following thoughts: The existing “Use
Tables” in Planning Code Article 2 will be replaced with “zoning
control tables.” Similar districts would be grouped into one table.
Each table will have use controls and development standards.
People should read this legislation to determine its impact in their
neighborhoods, it appears that this is being done to ensure that there
will be enough density for the RHNA goals. It may be OK for some
areas of the city. However, there may be unintended consequences.
Recording Secretary Charles Head: SHARP foresees grave
consequences resulting from the proposed Masonic Ave Complete
Streets proposal. The SFMTA is completing detailed design work
related to the project and seek funding to construct this project. The
SF Bicycle Coalition will continue to work with our city and regional
agency partners to ensure Masonic Avenue improvements get funded
soon. The SFMTA is trying to change street traffic patterns and
remove hundreds of parking spaces under the guise of “pedestrian and
bicycle safety.”
Treasurer Dick Millet: The CSFN is working on changing banks.
At-Large member Paul Webber discussed “San Francisco’s
development system is based on favoritism.” Berkowitz advised how
to deal with development surprises.
New Business: Guest Kathy Howard (SPEAK) presented plans for a
broadbased yet focused citywide seminar/discussion that CSFN
would host along with other groups such as SFT, Take Back Our
Parks, etc. This will allow CSFN to broaden its reach and influence
with groups and individuals throughout the city. This item is being
considered and is still ongoing.
2

President Judy Berkowitz: The

CSFN Masonic Complete
Streets letter regarding the CSFN position was completed and
sent to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC).
The CSFN letter is expresses our serious concerns about the
proposed changes [Agenda Item: 9(a) OBAG – Masonic
Avenue Complete Streets]. The letter was sent on September
25th and urged review of the proposed changes in the plan
instead of funding and adoption due to its reduced parking,
impacted traffic flow, the bicycle routes on this primary (instead
of secondary) thoroughfare and need to bolster pedestrian safety
improvements. (Please see CSFN NL Neighborhood Views Sept
2013 p.4 for full text.) • Potrero Avenue may also lose 80
th
th
parking spots (down from 100) between 17 and 25 Streets
due to proposed changes. Polk Street, Van Ness Avenue and the
19th Avenue corridor all have proposed plans that will further
reduce parking. • Also attended Potrero Boosters meeting at
which planners attempted to explain the Eastern Neighborhoods
Plan to attendees. We are just beginning to see what that plan
has wrought in the form of new development: taller, bulkier
buildings with less parking. Unfortunately, the planners
explained matters not germaine to their audience; all the
attendees really wanted to know was “why is such-and-such a
building going in across the street,” but the planners were bent
on explaining “how the EN Plan ties into the Regional Plan.” •
Supe Cohen has arranged two future meetings to explain the EN
Plan (further/again):October 2 & 5.
st

requested that the CSFN
delegate email and phone list be distributed to the membership. •
He also noted that the dialysis unit at San Francisco General
Hospital (SFGH) will be shut down. In its place 30 dialysis chairs
are going to be placed at Laguna Honda Hospital. (LHH). This will
cause SFGH’s dialysis patients to have to go to LHH two or three
times per week. • Also talked about the 19th Avenue Corridor
Report that is being suggested by the MTA and the Transit
Authority. The Transit Authority started out as a small budget
agency, but it is becoming more powerful than the MTA. This is an
abuse of power created by the Board of Supervisors.
Corresponding Secretary Dick Millet: All mail is picked up. A
mini-storage facility located at 790 Pennsylvania is slated to
become 350 units of housing. • The Verdi Club, located at the
corner of Mariposa and Arkansas is proposed to become a condo
development; the decision is being appealed by Mariposa Utah
Neighborhood Assn (MUNA).
Unfinished Business: Annual CSFN Dinner • Proposed citywide
group show. (See New Business ExComm Report August 2013.)
Program: Undergrounding utilities. Anne Brubaker RHN, chair of
Program: The GA will look at November’s Prop A. Wooding will
San Francisco Coalition to Underground Utilities (SFCUU). Wooding
invite Supervisor Mark Farrell and an opposing voice to discuss
will also invite a DPW representative to speak at CSFN’s September
Measure A: Charter Amendmenet, Retiree Health Care Trust Fund.
th
17 General Assembly meeting.
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm
…George Wooding (MTHA) Chair
…George Wooding (MTHA) Chair — 2 —
1 Vice President George Wooding

CSFN Draft Minutes: General Assembly Meeting September 17, 2013
1. Call to Order. President Judith Berkowitz brought the
d. Media Relations. Acting Chair Eileen Boken (SPEAK)
September 17 meeting to order at 7:02 in the Northern Police
e. Open Space. Kathy Howard (SPEAK)
Station Community Room. Evelyn Wilson was remembered.
f. Transportation. Chair Mari Eliza (EMIA) The
a. Quorum declared. 23 delegates and alternates represented
Committee unanimously recommended the following
20 CSFN member organizations. Five guests signed in.
reso for approval by the GA at its October meeting. (Full
b. Agenda approved.
text on p.5 of this Newsletter.):
c. Introductions. Delegates and guests introduced
Resolved, that the CSFN urges the SFMTA to extend
themselves Host Greg Scott (PHRA) stressed PHRA has
the same proportional Senior and Disabled
been working with Supervisor Breed, keeping businesses
discount for Residential Parking Permits as it
apprised of consistency in projects and programs. Host
currently does for fares on Muni and BART.
Penelope Clark (RHIA) talked of concern over land use
g. Water Task Force. Chair Joan Girardot (MCI&POA)
issues and of the proposed Francisco Reservoir Park.
Lorraine Lucas (HAIA) read a short report.
Attendees enjoyed the repast provided by the host
5. Unfinished Business. Eileen Boken (SPEAK) quickly and
organizations.
efficiently explained in detail the resolution introduced in
August that is described on p.1 and printed on p.4 of the
2. Minutes. The August 20 General Assembly draft minutes on
September NL:
page 3 of the September
Resolved, that CSFN urges
Neighborhood Views
the northern California
were approved with the
congressional delegation to
correction in Item 3.b.
advocate for the bundling
to change CalPERS to
of the proposed expansions
CalSTRS.
of the northern California
3. Officers’ Reports.
National Marine
a. President Berkowitz
Sanctuaries with the
(EMIA) Media
creation of the Greater
Relations Committee
San Francisco Bay
must find a new
National Monument and
Acting Chair. All an
Recreation Area.
Acting Chair does is
The delegates approved the
call the first meeting
Randall & Anne Brubaker of SFCUU, Neil Gehani SFBeautiful VP, and John Kwong of
resolution 18-0-1.
at which a permanent
DPW Bureau of Street Use & Mapping discuss undergrounding nutilities in SF
6. New business. Daniel
Chair is elected. • She will September's General Assembly.
Thomasovich
(SHARP) spoke
submit the CSFN comments on the 75 Howard EIR. •
to
the
resolution
on
p.4
of
the
Sept
NL
regarding
the
Berkowitz proofed and edited SaveMuniSF’s comments
Masonic
A
venue
Complete
Streets
Project.
on the Transit Effectiveness Project EIR prior to its
Resolved, that CSFN urges that elected officials, the
submission. • To make room for bike lanes on Potrero
SFMTA, SFCTA, and the MTC
Ave. the city is proposing to eliminate 100 parking spaces
l.
r
escind and withdraw their approval and support of
th
th
between 17 and 25 Streets. • She will speak at the No
the
current Masonic Ave redesign plan,
on Prop B: “No Wall on the Waterfront” Polk Street steps
2.
adopt
an alternate plan that maintains traffic flow,
campaign event on Wed Sept 18.
3.
r
etain
curbside parking on Masonic Ave,
st
b. 1 VP Wooding (MTHA)
4.
establish
a better, alternate bicycle route on nearby
c. 2nd VP Hillson (JPIA) reported on SF Coalition on
streets, and
Undergrounding Utilities (SFCUU), the Planning
5. install pedestrian safety improvements.
Commission, 75 Howard EIR, BOS Land Use
The delegates approved the resolution 18-1-1.
Committee, and Jason Eliott of the Mayor’s Office.
7. Program. Anne Brubaker Chair of SF Coalition to
d. Recording Secretary Head (SHARP) described the
Underground Utilities (SFCUU) showed a video and talked
responses of the City to the Civil Grand Jury’s report on
of how the utility lines in the rest of the city may be
Surplus Property before the BOS Government Audit &
under
grounded. John Kwong, DPW Bureau of Street Use &
Operations Committee.
Mapping,
joined the discussion. They took Q & A together
e. Corresponding Secretary/Treasurer Millet (PBNA) asked
with
Neil
Gehani
, VP SFBeautiful and Randall Brubaker.
help in finding some member organizations’ delegates’
Mr
Brubaker
was
especially helpful in describing how other
and officers’ current addresses. He will distribute a roster
municipalities
have
achieved full undergrounding. The
to delegates when he has these additions and corrections.
model most often used is that of San Diego, found here:
4. Committee Reports.
http://goo.gl/RPzuOR
a. Bylaws.
b. Government & Elections. Chair Charles Head (SHARP) 8. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 9:23 in
memory of Evelyn Wilson.
c. Land Use. Chair Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA)
…Charles Head (SHARP) Recording Secretary
—3—

(cont’d from p.1)

Vote “No” on Measures B and C!

In Chris Carlsson’s “Height Limit Revolt Saves Waterfront
Vistas” historical essay published exclusively earlier this year
on the FoundSF.org web site, he states, “Before the February
1964 vote of the Board of Supervisors [that] overwhelmingly
approved permanent 40-foot height limits (voting 9-to-1 in
favor), neighborhood attorney Casper Weinberger had argued
that the 40-foot law ‘will preserve for future generations one of
the priceless assets of San Francisco, the whole relationship of
the city to the Bay … and particularly, the views enjoyed by the
public from publicly owned lands, such as and other cityowned recreational spaces.’
“In further testimony, Weinberger continued ‘The Master Plan
has for years provided that the height of buildings should
generally follow the contour of the land, and that low rise
buildings should be built on the low lands, such as the northern
waterfront, and high rise at the tops of hills so that the loss of
views, etc., will be minimized.’”
Today’s pro-development Board of Supervisors has forgotten
San Francisco’s past development mistakes and ix doomed to
repeat them. Neighborhoods must understand that these same
Supervisors — working with spot-zoning laws and profitseeking developers — might easily approve a 140-foot
condominium tower on West Portal Avenue or on Ocean
Avenue.
The proposed 8 Washington mixed-use project will also include
nearly 400 parking garage spaces for just 134 condos (an
embarrassment of riches for a “transit-first” City), 20,000 square
feet of restaurants, ground-level retail space, and a semi-public
park. The developers struck a deal to pay an additional $11
million into the City’s Affordable Housing Fund, supposedly
devoted to low-income housing that will not be located near the
8 Washington project. You can’t build much with a paltry $11
million — the developer’s supporters claim 50 low-income
housing units — but no one knows where or when this housing
will actually be built, or if the payment will just be deposited
into the affordable housing fund. The PWP developers aren’t
talking, and the Board of Supervisors may not have asked.

City’s Peter Cooper Village — into high-end luxury housing.
CalSTRS has many other underperforming real estate assets in
New York.
To get the 8 Washington deal, CalSTRS proposed in an October
30, 2008 letter to the San Francisco Port Authority to make an
equity contribution in the range of $100 million for the
project’s rights, and agreed that a construction loan,
construction guarantees, and lease guarantees were to be paid
by CalSTRS. In a February 19, 2009 Port Authority
memorandum written by its Executive Director, Monique
Moyer stated that CalSTRS will have a 99% ownership interest
in the 8 Washington project. It may have a smaller ownership
percentage at this time.
CalSTRS currently has $42 million invested in the 8
Washington project. If measure “B” fails and measure “C”
succeeds, CalSTRS $42 million investment will be in jeopardy.
It is uncertain how much CalSTRS will lose on its 8
Washington investment, as it has not yet provided financial
documents in response to a public records request submitted by
the San Francisco Bay Guardian.

Meeting the Enemy

As Walt Kelly, the author of the Pogo comic strip famously
stated, “We have met the enemy and he is us.” San Francisco’s
citizens are fighting against a huge State pension fund and
against our elected Board of Supervisors to keep our waterfront
views for everyone, not just the wealthy.
San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors is poised to allow height
and bulk exemptions throughout the City, especially along the
waterfront. Will citizens constantly have to go to the ballot box
to fight the bad decisions of a developer-friendly Board of
Supervisors? If so, West Portal — or your own neighborhood
— may be next at bat.
If you would like to protect the height and bulk limits of San
Francisco’s 8 Washington development, and elsewhere
throughout the City, vote NO on measure “B.” A “No” vote on
measure “B” means that you are voting against the project and
it cannot be built as proposed.
8 Washington’s Hidden Funders:
If you would like to overturn the poor decision of the Board of
Teachers’ Pension Fund
Supervisors that allowed the 8 Washington developers to
Simon Snellgrove, the owner of Pacific Waterfront Partners
increase the height of the project from 84 feet to 136 feet, and
(PWP), is simply the 8 Washington front man for the project.
to increase the bulk of the project, please vote NO on measure
Unfortunately, the 8 Washington project is primarily funded
“C.” A “No” vote on “C” means that citizens don’t approve of
quietly by the California State Teachers Retirement Fund
the Board of Supervisor’s zoning exemptions at 8 Washington,
(CalSTRS.)
and the project can’t be built as currently approved.
CalSTRS is the nation’s second-largest pension fund, ostensibly Please join Allan Jacobs, the former director of San Francisco’s
a source of financial support for retired educators throughout
Planning Department, who opposes the 8 Washington project;
California. The $152.1 billion pension fund has approximately
the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods; the San
$21.5 billion invested in real estate, but has a marginal record of Francisco Democratic Party; a variety of Democratic clubs
successful investments.
throughout the City; the Sierra Club; homeowner and
California teachers might want to start asking themselves if this neighborhood associations across the City; and many others —
is the best use of their retirement funds.
all of whom oppose this truly monstrous land-grab-wall
blocking the waterfront.
CalSTRS real estate investments in New York were a
spectacular failure, since the pension fund recently lost over
Help send a clear message to the Board of Supervisors. On
$100 million in a failed attempt to convert Stuyvesant Town
November 5, vote NO on measures “B” and “C”!
—11,250 middle class rent-controlled apartments in New York
…George Wooding (MTHA)
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Transportation Committee Report

A Celebration of Evelyn Wilson’s Life

The September Transportation Committee meeting was called
Saturday October 12, 2013
for September 11. We plan to meet on the fourth Wednesdays at
11 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
5:30 PM going forward.
Irish Cultural Center
Acting Chair Mari Eliza called the meeting to order. First order
2700 45th Avenue / Sloat
of business was to elect a chair; Mari Eliza was elected Chair.
San Francisco
We came up with a list of tasks we hope to accomplish; we’ll
Agenda
prioritize these at a later date. Nick suggested a resolution to
11:00–11:30
Call to Order. No host bar, meet one
request Residential Parking Permit discounts for seniors.
another
The Chair will read the Resolved clause into the record at the
11:30
Video presentation on Evelyn’s life
September GA, and place the reso in the October Neighborhood
11:45
Luncheon buffet
Views. The committee voted unanimously to recommend that
12:20
Richard and Joss Wilson talk about
the Assembly support this resolution next month.
their mother
Whereas, the San Francisco Metropolitan Transportation
12:30
Video presentation (repeat)
agency (SFMTA) is the city entity that forms and
12:40
Open mike: Please tell stories of your
enforces residential parking permit zones throughout
experiences with Evelyn
San Francisco; and
1:30
Video presentation (repeat)
Whereas, a goodly portion of San Francisco's seniors (over
1:40
More comments and stories
65 years of age) live on a fixed income and cannot
2:00
Adjourn and Final Gavel Down
afford to pay the annual residential parking permit fee;
and,
Whereas, many San Francisco seniors are dependent on
Planning Department Notice Service
personal vehicles for the necessities of living, such as
The SF P lanning Department recently launched a new digital
shopping and other activities, to maintain their
subscription solution to help you stay i nformed about d epartment and
independence; and,
Whereas, the SFMTA has discount rates for seniors and the project news. This new service allows you to manage your
subscription b y n eighborhood, project name, and other topics of
disabled for Muni services; and,
in te r e s t.
Whereas, Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) extends a
New features include:
comparable discount rate to seniors and the disabled;
• Email or Text M essages: Receive messages by email or by text
therefore, be it
on your phone
Resolved, that the CSFN urges the SFMTA to extend the
• Subscription M anagement: Manage y our profile 2 4/7 including
same proportional Senior and Disabled discount for
subscription topics and frequency of updates
• Automated Web Alerts: Get n otified i mmediately after a project
Residential Parking Permits as it currently does for
webpage i s updated
fares on Muni and BART.
Planning encourages you t o visit the subscription p age to v iew their
We set a list of action items, but these are the most timelarge selection of notices at
sensitive:
http://signup.sfplanning.org
We need to find ways to unite all the neighborhood groups in
The o nly i nformation required is your email address or mobile phone
their efforts to deal with SFTMA’s mismanagement of Muni,
number, and you can change your subscription or cancel t his service
traffic and parking. Traffic has gotten a lot worse with all the
at any t ime. F or questions o r comments about t he subscription service
streets under construction and with even more underway things
email them at
will not improve any time soon.
planningnews@sfgov.org
…Submitted by Judy B erkowitz (EMIA)
Most of us know that the infill development projects designed
without parking or transit improvements will make matters
The New Reality Check
worse, but we need to explain that to the voters. We also need to
That S an Francisco is vulnerable t o earthquakes is a well-worn fact.
get the message out to vote “No” on Props B and C.
But n ow t here are vulnerabilities t hat have heretofore gone unnoticed.
Action Items:
Three major hydroelectric power plants that supply power t o San
1. Stop eliminating parking
2. Build Muni parking hubs, preferably near freeway exits. Francisco are in the path of the Yosemite Rim F ire. Two of the plants
have b een shut down as a p recaution. This has caused the City to
3. Reverse the policy of building dense properties without scramble for power on the open market.
parking or transit service upgrades.
Also, 85% of the City’s drinking water comes from Hetch Hetchy —
4. Stop “road diets”
which i s also threatened by the Yosemite Rim Fire.
5. Fix the broken enforcement/appeals process. Separate
Because of t hese t win threats t he Yosemite Rim Fire could have the
enforcement from appeals.
potential to p aralyze t he City.
6. Muni money
Y
et p lanners and City o fficials hope to cram an additional 280,000
Judy will send us the link to Linda Post’s city events list as well
people into S an Francisco by 2040. The Yosemite Rim F ire should
as the Bay City News newswire.
serve as a reality check as well as a wake-up call for all t hese folks.
…Mari Eliza (EMIA) Chair
…Eileen Boken (SPEAK)
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Reports on SFGH Community Meeting on
Potrero Streetscape Plans July 30 & Sept 24

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

July 30. DPW & MTA plan to remove 100 parking spaces from Potrero Ave.
There will be left turn from 23 on to Potrero going west from Potrero Hill.
Residents will have to get into the Mission by crossing at 22 or 24 .
The number of bus stops on Potrero will be reduced. (Folks will walk further,
but the buses will go faster they say)
This meeting was an amazing boondoggle. DPW/MTA staff wanted NO
public comment or discussion at all, saying we should look at the posters and
talk individually to various planners instead.
Many attendees insisted on public/group Q & A. The audience stayed until
8pm when staff stopped questions.
Not a single neighbor in the audience was happy with the plan, however three
very young male bicyclists were.
A staff person from Supervisor Campos’ office left early, without hearing our
many protests; Cohen’s office was not in attendance.
When the 100 parking spaces on Potrero are removed, parking on all
surrounding residential streets will be heavily impacted especially at night
when Potrero Ave residents without garages look for parking for the night.
DPW/MTA rejected all our suggested alternative plans — and there were
many creative suggestions from neighbors.
They are adamant about widening the sidewalk on Eastern side of Potrero.
That is what is driving the loss of parking. (SFGH is on that bandwagon,
wanting wider sidewalk access to their new building because the new
hospital is built too close to the street).
They will not move the bike lanes to Hampshire and/or York because they
say that will mean losing 10 parking spaces per block on those streets.
(Interestingly, older bicyclists stated they would never ride on the current or
proposed bike lanes on Potrero; way too dangerous!)
The only solution I see is to take the 3 or 4 feet they want for the wider
sidewalk from the space that is in front of the hospital on Potrero, i.e. move
their fence back 3 or 4 feet. I got no response from them about that.
Residents around the hospital will be severely adversely affected. There will
be another meeting in September. Please tell these supervisors what you want
here!
Malia Cohen
David Campos
554-7670
554-5144
malia.cohen@sfgov.org
david.campos@sfgov.org
…Karen Cliffe (EMIA)

BENEFACTORS

rd

nd

th

The Sept 24 meeting was very well-attended by neighbors, but it wasn't a
“meeting” per se. It was an open house. There were ±10 presentation boards
showing two plans (both eliminating parking) mounted on tripods.
Although it was from 6–8, Supes Cohen and Campos arrived at about 7:30
and went directly to the presenters, not stopping to speak with constituents.
Most attendees had come and gone between 6 & 7. There was no Q&A. (The
DPW organizer who was in charge was really really rude about it as well.)
Attendees filled out comment sheets; I counted about fifty before I left for
another meeting at 7:35. The comments pages were all left on a chair, so
anyone could have picked them up. All through the evening the pages kept
disappearing. Sure hope they made it to the DPW organizer.
They brought the number of eliminated parking spaces down to 80, but I
suspect that it was simply a recount because they’ve already permanently
rd

th

removed a lot of street parking from 23 and 24 Streets next to SFGH on
the east side of Potrero Ave. So if you simply don't count those 20 spaces
already removed, then there are 80 more that are in line to go.
…Judy Berkowitz (EMIA)

David Winthrop Allen Family Trust
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798
San Francisco Police Officers’ Assn
Sutro Tower

PATRONS
Cole Valley Improvement Assn
Dick Millet
Haight Ashbury Improvement Assn
Pacific Heights Residents Assn

SPONSORS
Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn
Cathedral Hill Neighbors Assn
East Mission Improvement Assn
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Just One Tree
Midtown Terrace Homeowners Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club
OMI Neighbors in Action
Richmond Community Assn
Southern District Neighborhood Committee
Sunset Hts Assn of Responsible People (SHARP)

Sunset Parkside Ed & Action Cmte (SPEAK)
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
John Bardis Kathryn Devincenzi, Attorney
Judith Berkowitz
Rafael Mandelman
Penny Clark
Bert Polacci
Sheryl Connell
Jeanne & Winchell Quock
Steve Williams, Attorney
How to Reach Us

President: Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
Committee Meetings
1st VP: George Wooding • mother_ed@bigeds.com
Land Use & Housing: Monday 5:00PM Nov 11 • Northern Police
2nd VP: Rose Hillson • gumby5@att.net
Station • Chair Hiroshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com • 386-2212
Gov’t & Elections: Chair Charles Head • charlesnhead@hotmail.com Recording Scrtry: Charles Head • charlesnhead@hotmail.com
Media Relations: Acting Chair Eileen Boken • aeboken@gmail.com
Corresponding Secretary: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
Open Space: Ongoing Meetings • Chair Nancy Wuerfel •
Treasurer: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
nancenumber1@aol.com • 731-6432, Co-chair R Albright • 621-9621 Member-at-Large: Penelope Clark • penelopeclark@yahoo.com
Transportation: Wednesday 5:30PM Oct 23 • Coffee Bar (corner
Member-at-Large: Melinda LaValle • melindalavalle@aol.com
Florida/Mariposa) • Chair Mari Eliza • mari@abazaar.com
Member-at-Large: Paul Webber • pwebber928@yahoo.com
Water Task Force: Chair Joan Girardot • 346-5525
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New Business.

Program. A look at Prop A. Charter Amendment: Retiree
Healthcare Trust Fund
Speaker s: Super visor Mark Far rell
Denise D’Anne

Adjournment

V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

7:25

7:40

7:45

7:50

V i s i t o r s : P l e a s e S i gn th e R eg i s t e r

CSFN meets the third Tuesday of each month except for December at
Northern Police Station Community Room, Corner of Turk & Fillmore
Streets (Parking in rear off Turk) Public Transit: Muni #22 Fillmore, 31
Balboa & 38 Geary Lines

Unfinished Business.

Committee Action Items — written re por ts in Newsletter
A. Bylaws
B. Government & Elections
C. Land Use & Housing
D. Media Relations
E. Open Space
F. Tr anspor tation
G. Water Task Force

Of ficers’ Re ports
A. President
B. Vice Presidents
C. Secretaries
D. Treasurer

Approval of September 2013 Minutes

Coalition for SF Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4 organization.
To Submit Articles: Email articles by the 5th of the month to sfjberk@mac.com
Either inline text or an attached document can be used.
Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the opinion of the CSFN. We
invite material from member organizations as well as rebuttal to articles already printed.
We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member organizations may receive two
copies of the newsletter without charge. Subscription: Members/$10, Nonmembers/$15.

Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official voice of the

7:10

III.
IV.

7:05

Coalition for SF Neighborhoods

P.O. Box 320098 San Francisco CA 94132

Call to Or der/Ascer tain Quorum
A. Introduction of Deleg ates and Guests / Shor t Announcements
B. Hosts
1. Oceanview, Merced Heights, Ingleside Neighbors in Action (OMI-NIA)
2. Outer Mission Merchants & Residents Assn (OMMRA)

II.

7:00

Guide

Sign In and Refreshments

I.

6:30

Action Item:

No
No
Voter
it iative
pers’ In
Develo
ington—
endum
8 Wash
s’ Refer
Citizen
ington—
8 Wash
B
C

Next
Meeting
Tuesday
Oct 15
Reso urging SFMTA to extend the same proportional
Senior and Disabled discount for Residential Parking
Permits as it currently does for fares on Muni and
BART. (Transportation Cmte) (Full text on p.5 of this NL)

AGENDA
General Assembly Meeting
October 15, 2013

Contents

