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AT&T Above-Ground U-verse Cabinet Boxes — Coming to a
Sidewalk Near You!
What to Do, When and How to Do It. …And More!
The following is basically instructions on exactly how to
protest AT&T’s proposed installation of above-ground U-verse
cabinets on our public rights-of-way: our sidewalks.
To get on AT&T’s “radar” you must first register a protest,
especially with Luis Cuadra.

FYI: City Resources containing information on:

Surface Mounted Utilities
http://goo.gl/lfDSU
Surface Mounted Facilities
http://goo.gl/BAprW

Register your protest with all five of the folks listed here below:
1.) To protest and arrange a meeting to talk about any one or AT&T is obfuscating what they are up to here.
1.) Please note:
more of these Big Boxes.
• These “infrastructure improvements” are only for
Luis Cuadra, AT&T’s PR guy (Berg-Davis Public Affairs)
AT&T U-verse customers.
<LCuadra@bergdavis.com>
•
They
are not for the general public. They are not for any
2.) Linda L Sousa <LS4524@att.com>
other
AT&T customers.
3.) Lynn Fong <Lynn.Fong@sfdpw.org>
•
This
is
not a public utility.
4.) DPW Surface Mounted Facilities <smf@sfdpw.org>
•
Neither
Astound nor Comcast have installed Big
5.) Your District Supervisor
Boxes on sidewalks
AT&T has been trying to get these monstrosities on our
2.) The street level cabinet is huge. As in
sidewalks for about 5 years.
the photo here, they can be
• AT&T was turned down twice at the
installed along with one or two other
BOS in its quest to put these Big
cabinets. They are much larger than
Boxes on SF’s sidewalks.
anything
that is on our sidewalks now.
• They were finally given permission
•
Think
of
the area of a classroom
within very strict confines that — as
blackboard.
you can see — they are stretching.
• It’s a gigantic double-sided surface
The MOU is here:
ripe for tagging.
http://goo.gl/xBukDQ
3.) Keep in mind that these are private
When your you/your group meet with
AT&T, be sure to have a list of questions
structures that AT&T is proposing for
and concerns.
public sidewalks.
• And be aware that AT&T is
4.) AT&T has been advised (by the Board
determined to get what it wants.
of Supervisors – BOS) to first try to get a
• It will not consider putting its equipment under the
very unobtrusive niche: e.g. a corner of a park so that its
sidewalk where it is unobtrusive; this is what we requested
cabinets can be hidden by shrubs.
long ago.
Or on private property volunteered by its owner.
• Do we see Big Boxes on the public sidewalks from other
• Have they already explored these two options in your
large private companies: Astound or Comcast?
neighborhood?
(Answer: no.)
If so, when and where?
• Always write a note after you meet with ATT on a site visit.
5.) Also note that they can put in these cabinets within 300 feet
Address the note to everyone — the five email addresses
of existing (real honest-to-goodness) public utilities
listed above + any others you may think of.
cabinets.
• State that you met with so-and-so of AT&T, poohbah of
So for instance, there is a small cabinet at 1201 Florida
DPW, aide of Supervisor X on such-and such a time, day,
measuring ±4 feet high x 2.5 feet wide x .5 feet deep.
month, year.
• Each house is ±25 linear feet along the sidewalk, so
• And go on to state exactly what was decided upon: exact
• 4 houses = 100 feet;
locations, precise details etc. Who said what…
• 12 houses = 300 feet.
(cont’d on p.4)

Executive Committee Report
July 24
Chair George Wooding called the meeting to order at 5:45 pm.
Present were Wooding, Judy Berkowitz, Rose Hillson, Charles
Head, Dick Millet, Penelope Clark, Melinda LaValle, Paul
Webber, Evelyn Wilson. There was a quorum.

Land Use & Housing Committee Report
August 12

Hiroshi Fukuda convened the Regular Meeting of the CSFN
Land Use & Housing Committee on Monday August 12, 2013 at
5:18 P.M. in the Community Room of the Northern Police
Station.
Officers’ Reports
The Committee considered the following items
1. Planning Code Article 2 rewrite.
President Judy Berkowitz: Berkowitz spoke about
The goals of the Department’s proposal are to reorganize
developing citywide support for moving the location of
Article 2 so that it is easier to use, rationalize use definitions
proposed AT&T boxes out of public rights-of-way. Slowing
by consolidating them into one section of the Code, and
down, reducing and/or stopping the permitting at the
have all zoning districts use one set of use definitions. To do
Department of Public Works seems a way to do it. San
this, the Department is proposing a two-phase approach.
Francisco Beautiful would be the most likely organization to
• The first phase would to consolidate definitions into one
work on this. Berkowitz then listed the people who could
location (Section 102) and to reorganize Article 2 into a
represent AT&T, San Francisco Beautiful and DPW in this
format similar to Articles 7 and 8.
matter. • Discussion concerning ballot arguments re Props B and
•
The second phase would delete use definitions in
C are in the works. • The decision to have two Program topics,
Articles 7 and 8 and modify those Articles so that they
plus regular CSFN business, plus ballot measure presentation,
reference the consolidated use definitions in Section
discussion, and voting at the July GA meeting poorly served
102.
both the Program speakers and the CSFN delegates. At July GA
meetings we need to have no Program at all, but rather let the
The first phase of the process for reorganizing Article 2 and
G&E Cmte’s recommendations and presentations from pro-andrationalizing definitions will require some substantive
con ballot measures fill the time normally allotted to a Program.
changes; however the Department’s intention is to keep
She referred ExComm members to the document: CSFN GA
these to a minimum and to maintain current controls and
Meetings by Month. This lays out what CSFN ExComm and GA
standards.
does in a yearly pattern broken down by month. (Please see also
This is going to the City Attorney for approval at the end of
Neighborhood Views July 2010,p.2; July 2011,p.2; June 2012,
August. Then on to Planning Commission for initiation, then
p.2; July 2012,p.2; June 2013,p.2.)
approval late Sept or early Oct.
th
1 Vice President George Wooding: spoke briefly about
We need to carefully examine the ‘consolidation,
undergrounding utilities throughout San Francisco. Anne
simplification, and changes in definitions’ because upzoning,
Brubaker (RHN) is the Chair of the SF Coalition on
unintended consequences, and CEQA’s impact may be some
Undergrounding Utilities (SFCUU). The PUC would have to
of the consequences.
become the lead agency on this project. Big questions remain on
2. 1601 Larkin: tentative date for new permit hearing at the
how this project will be paid for. The height limits for 75
Planning Commission is Oct. 10, 2013.
Howard and 8 Washington were also discussed. Charter
3. Japantown: Japantown Cultural Heritage Economic
Amendment A, the retiree Health Care Trust and Declaration of
Sustainability Strategy (JCHESS) to be heard at Planning
Policy D, Prescription Drug purchasing were also briefly
Commission on September 7, 2013.
discussed.
4. CEQA (Wiener,Chiu,Kim) A CatEx‘d project which is
nd
modified must be analyzed by the ERO to determine if the
2 Vice President Rose Hillson: Talked about the loss of
modification(s)
is substantial and a new EIR is necessary. If
tree canopy in SF. She also spoke of the new versions of CEQA
the
ERO
determines
that the modification is not significant
that are being developed. Hillson was planning to attend a
and
a
new
EIR
not
necessary
, the decision can be appealed
meeting on utility undergrounding and was greatly informative
to
the
ERO
for
re-examination,
in a televised hearing prior
regarding this subject.
to a Planning Commission hearing.
Recording Secretary Charles Head: Distributed initial draft
5. 75 Howard: comments on DEIR due September 12. CSFN
of the CSFN July GA Meeting Draft Minutes for perusal,
approved a resolution at July General Assembly meeting to
comment, correction.
submit Resolution clauses as Comments and Responses to
Corresponding Secretary/Treasurer Dick Millet: The mail
the DEIR.
has been distributed.
6. ATT boxes: CSFN August GA meeting program will be on
ATT boxes. Protesting the boxes requires objecting to a
Program for August: Locating, failure to notice, and other
number of agencies. See front page, August newsletter.
issues surrounding proposed installation of AT&T U-verse
7.
Undergr
ounding utilities. Please see elsewhere in NL.
above-ground facilities boxes in public rights-of-way. Speakers
The next Regular meeting of the Committee will be held on
from AT&T, SF DPW, SFBeautiful.
Monday September 9, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. in the Community
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at
Room of the Northern Police Station located at Turk and
7:23pm.
…George Wooding (MTHA) Chair Fillmore.
Adjourned: 7:52 PM
…Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) Chair
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CSFN Draft Minutes: General Assembly Meeting July 16, 2013
1. Call to Order. President Judith Berkowitz brought the July
In Executive Session the General Assembly voted to
16 meeting to order at 7:02 in the Northern Police Station
accept the Government & Elections Committee’s
Community Room.
unanimous recommendation to oppose this ballot
a. Quorum declared. 28 delegates and alternates represented
measure and to write a ballot argument.
22 CSFN member organizations. Nine guests signed in.
Roll Call vote. Passed 18–0
b. Agenda approved.
Hand count vote to write a ballot argument: 19–0
c. Introductions. Delegates and guests introduced
c. Land Use. Chair Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) summarized
themselves. Host Dick Millet (PBNA) described his
changes in CEQA. He noted the LU&H Cmte Report is on
organization’s history, objectives and current issues (e.g.
p.2 July NL.
8 Washington and 75 Howard). Attendees enjoyed the
He and David Osgood (RHNA) spoke of problems with
various culinary delights provided by the Boosters.
proposed development at 75 Howard – much much higher
2. Minutes. The June 18 General Assembly draft minutes as
than current zoning allows, small 7th storey setback,
printed on page 3 of the July Newsletter were approved.
shadows, parking, straight up, 300 units. More info
3. Officers’ Reports.
needed. Full text on p. 2 in July NL; amended to read:
a. President Berkowitz (EMIA) passed around the CSFN
Resolved that the CSFN opposes the current iteration of
Committee Signup Sheets, noting that CSFN counts on
the Paramount Group’s proposed development at 75
our committees to do the important work of the
Howard Street and strongly urges Commissioners and
organization. She exhorted everyone — not just
Supervisors to not approve this development until such
delegates, but individual members of member orgs as
time as it successfully addresses the items enumerated
well — to sign up for at least one of the eight committees.
in this resolution; and be it further
• SaveMuni Report: that since PROP E was passed
Resolved that these concerns be communicated to the
SFMTA has been accountable to no one. SaveMuni’s
Planning Department and Planning Commission as a
proposed improvements to Muni are listed on http://
response and comments on the 75 Howard DEIR.
www.SaveMuni.com • A Planning Commission hearing
Roll Call. Reso passed 15–0–5.
on the Transit Effectiveness Project (TEP) EIR is
d. Open Space. Kathy Howard (SPEAK) noted that an
scheduled for Thursday August 15 • Proposed CEQA
artist has made a poignant short film about the Beach
amendments have moved from the BOS Land Use &
Chalet Soccer Fields issue.
Economic Development (LU&ED) Committee to the Full
e. Transportation.
Board for a final vote. • Highly recommended reading:
f. Water Task Force. Chair Joan Girardot (MCI&POA)
http://www.newgeography.com/content/003811-asaid there was no report this month but there would be a
million-new-housing-units-the-limits-good-intentions
long one next month.
• The AT&T sidewalk boxes are being blitzed through the
5. Unfinished Business.
permits process with sparse outreach and no source of
info on What To Do when you are confronted with the
6. New Business. The Parkmerced emergency resolution,
impending installation of a series of these large boxes on
printed on p. 4 in the July newsletter, was introduced and
a public right-of-way.
discussed. There is rampant tree removal without replanting
st
outside of the developer’s agreement.
b. 1 VP Wooding (MTHA) reported on First Responder’s
Resolved that the CSFN supports maintenance and quality
Homeowner’s Initiative, PRPC 2012.
pruning of these significant trees by a well-qualified
nd
c. 2 VP Hillson (JPIA) went over SFBeautiful flyers re
arborist; and be it further
AT&T boxes, new SF Street Tree Planting Guides and
Resolved that the CSFN urges that the replanting of
Underground Wiring info. • She updated us on CEQA and
significant trees that are removed, and retro-planting for
SFMTA.
trees that have already been removed and have not been
d. Recording Secretary Head (SHARP) noted that the draft
replaced should be done within six months
minutes of the June General Assembly were on p. 3 of the
The vote to declare this matter an emergency was unanimous
July newsletter.
as was the vote to approve.
e. Corresponding Secretary/Treasurer Millet (PBNA)
Hand count vote. Passed 20–0
announced all correspondence is current in notebooks and
7. Program.
is awaiting delegates’ perusal.
a. John Swae, Urban Forest Plan Manager, Planning Dept.
4. Committee Reports.
presented SF’s Urban Forest Plan. He said it would
a. Bylaws. Chair Evelyn Wilson (SPEAK)
involve “Growing, Protecting, Managing, Funding and
b. Government & Elections. Chair Charles Head (SHARP)
Engaging.” Spirited questioning ensued.
noted that the committee report is on p.5 of the July NL.
b. The SF Forest Alliance’s Rupa Bose spoke in favor of
“Open Up the Waterfront” Ballot Measure. Though
non-native trees.
invited, spokesman for the issue Derek Jansen (pro) did
8. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 10:35.
not attend; Tim Colen refused as well, so G&E Cmte
…Charles Head (SHARP) Recording Secretary
Chair Head read their web site outline of their issue. Jon
Golinger (THD) presented the opposing viewpoint.
Members’ Q&A focused on the spot zoning issue.
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(cont’d from p.1)

How to Protest the Imminent Installation of AT&T Above-Ground U-verse Cabinets

Bo
xes
Therefore, the huge cabinet could be installed almost a full long *Sample Letter of Protest of AT&T Sidewalk Box Installation.
block away to the north or south.
Or almost two short blocks away to the east and west.
6.) At one time street curbside parking was to be removed from
the street alongside the AT&T cabinets (too much of a
liability for the city).
(I’m not sure if that is still in play.)
7.) It is entirely within our options to just say “no” to AT&T,
and they must respect our wishes: that no means no.
Other neighborhoods have already said NO! We can too.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Odd Bits of Applicable Info:

Re: Permanent installation of private structures in public
rights-of-way. Why it was OK once, but not now:
• It’s called “cumulative impact.”
You could also call it a tipping point.
Cumulative impact is often used in order to justify the
reduction of the number of off-street parking spaces
allotted to new construction projects.
~~~~~~
Re: AT&T outright monetary outlay for various items (paying
property owners for use of land, city for use of space,
burying electronics, etc)
AT&T pled “undue hardship.”
~~~~~~
How the votes came down at the 2011 BOS hearing on whether
or not to uphold the exemption from an EIR that the Planning
Dept had given to AT&T.
The BOS voted to grant the exemption so AT&T didn’t have to
do the EIR on the 726 above-ground facilities cabinets:
Upholding Planning’s exemption from an EIR:
Supervisors Wiener, Campos, Farrell, Cohen, Elsbernd, Chu.
In favor of AT&T conducting an EIR on the cabinets:
Supervisors Chiu, Kim, Mirkarimi, Avalos, Mar.
~~~~~~
A map of the proposed sidewalk locations for the above-ground
cabinets is here:
http://bsm.sfdpw.org/SurfaceMountedFacilities
~~~~~~
What we mean when we use the term “Undergrounding”:
https://twitter.com/reynoldscameron/status/
333992310985596929/photo/1
~~~~~~
MicroTrenching:
I’ve learned recently that microtrenching is a viable option for
AT&T. They would be able to piggyback on existing boxes in
some cases. In others, the boxes wouldn’t have to be on
sidewalks. The reason they will need to be now is because the
cable routing is very limited due to ancient land use agreements
with the city. MicroTrenching circumvents those agreements.
http://www.dslreports.com/shownews/Verizon-TestsMicroTrenching-Fiber-Installs-in-NYC-123723

FirstName.LastName(at)sfgov.org)

Dear (Your District Supervisor):
I am a resident of __(Neighborhood)___ on
___(Name)___ Street.
I am writing to strongly protest AT&T’s proposed
installation of ELECTRONICS CABINETS WITH
ATTACHED POWER PANELS on our public rights-of-way:
our neighborhood sidewalks (DPW Order #175,566).
Rather than allow AT&T to build more utility infrastructure
above ground, please pass legislation that will force them
to underground the wires which are now above ground, as
well as prevent any new surface-mounted facilities from
being deployed.
The SF General Plan calls for more open space and safer
streets for pedestrians; AT&T boxes will defeat these
goals.
Companies such as Comcast and Astound have come up
with much less obtrusive alternatives. Please do not allow
AT&T to take advantage of us.
Thanks in advance for your concern and devotion to our
neighborhood.
Sincerely,
__Your Name __
Cc: Luis Cuadra <LCuadra@bergdavis.com>
Linda L Sousa <LS4524@att.com>
Lynn Fong <Lynn.Fong@sfdpw.org>
DPW Surface Mounted Facilities <smf@sfdpw.org>
Previous discussion and action on this issue: Neighborhood
Views Nov ’08,p.5. CVIA & BVNA
~~~~~~
Approximate above-ground main cabinet dimensions:
• Width/length: 5 ft
• Height:
6 ft (Cabinet + base)
• Depth:
2 ft, 2 in (Not including bollards)
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…Judith Berkowitz (EMIA)

SF Coalition to Underground Utilities

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

Rose Hillson (JPIA) been working with SFCUU (San
Francisco Coalition to Underground Utilities) chaired by
Anne Brubaker. CSFN has taken a position in support of
SFCUU’s endeavor.
Here is the link to the SFCUU website for the latest info and
with the attached sample letter for people to use and send to
SFCUU showing their support.
https://sites.google.com/site/sfundergrounding/
Here’s the link to the petition
http://chn.ge/1bKKwIC

BENEFACTORS
David Winthrop Allen Family Trust
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798
San Francisco Police Officers’ Assn
Sutro Tower

PATRONS

…Rose Hillson (JPIA)

Cole Valley Improvement Assn
Dick Millet
Haight Ashbury Improvement Assn
Pacific Heights Residents Assn

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sample endorsement letter:
____ (date)
SFCUU – San Francisco Coalition to Underground Utilities
Ms Anne Brubaker, Chairman
2215 Leavenworth Street
San Francisco CA 94133
Re: __ (organization name) __Support for SFCUU Efforts
Dear Ms. Brubaker:
Recognizing the visual blight caused by the many overhead
utility wires that mar the beauty and views of the City of San
Francisco, we are writing this letter to offer the support of
__(organization name) _ for the efforts of the SFCUU to have
our above-ground utilities undergrounded.
We join the SFCUU to advocate the immediate
implementation of the recommendations of the Utility
Undergrounding Task Force of the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors dated January 26, 2007.
We also endorse the SFCUU Position Paper dated March 21,
2013.
Undergrounding will improve the beauty and enjoyment of our
neighborhood and city for residents and visitors. It will improve
our environment by providing many more opportunities for
desirable street trees and it will decrease the potential danger
for downed wires resulting from accidents, storms, or
earthquakes.
Very truly yours,
_____(organization name)
_____(signature)
_____(title)

❧❧❧❧❧

SPONSORS
Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn
Cathedral Hill Neighbors Assn
East Mission Improvement Assn
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Just One Tree
Midtown Terrace Homeowners Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club
OMI Neighbors in Action
Richmond Community Assn
Southern District Neighborhood Committee
Sunset Hts Assn of Responsible People (SHARP)

Sunset Parkside Ed & Action Cmte (SPEAK)
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
John Bardis Kathryn Devincenzi, Attorney
Judith Berkowitz
Rafael Mandelman
Penny Clark
Bert Polacci
Sheryl Connell
Jeanne & Winchell Quock
Steve Williams, Attorney
How to Reach Us

Committee Meetings

President: Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
Land Use & Housing: Monday 5:00PM Sept 9 • Northern Police
1st VP: George Wooding • mother_ed@bigeds.com
Station • Chair Hiroshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com • 386-2212
2nd VP: Rose Hillson • gumby5@att.net
Gov’t & Elections: Chair Charles Head • charlesnhead@hotmail.com Recording Scrtry: Charles Head • charlesnhead@hotmail.com
Open Space: Ongoing Meetings • Chair Nancy Wuerfel •
Corresponding Secretary: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
nancenumber1@aol.com • 731-6432, Co-chair R Albright • 621-9621
T
reasurer: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
Transportation: Chair
Member-at-Large: Penelope Clark • penelopeclark@yahoo.com
Water Task Force: Chair Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Member-at-Large: Melinda LaValle • melindalavalle@aol.com
Bylaws: Chair Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net •
Member-at-Large: Paul Webber • pwebber928@yahoo.com
566-7826
Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net
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II.

III.
IV.

V.

7:00

7:05

7:25

Program. AT&T Above-Ground Facilities Cabinets. Problems including locating,
failure to notice, and other issues sur rounding proposed installation of AT&T
U-verse above-ground facilities boxes in public rights-of-way.

Adjournment

VIII.

IX.

7:50

Coalition for SF Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4 organization.
To Submit Articles: Email articles by the 5th of the month to sfjberk@mac.com
Either inline text or an attached document can be used.
Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the opinion of the CSFN. We
invite material from member organizations as well as rebuttal to articles already printed.
We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member organizations may receive two
copies of the newsletter without charge. Subscription: Members/$10, Nonmembers/$15.

Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official voice of the

V i s i t o r s : P l e a s e S i gn th e R eg i s t e r

CSFN meets the third Tuesday of each month except for December at
Northern Police Station Community Room, Corner of Turk & Fillmore
Streets (Parking in rear off Turk) Public Transit: Muni #22 Fillmore, 31
Balboa & 38 Geary Lines

New Business.

VI.

VII.

7:45

Unfinished Business.

Committee Action Items — written re por ts in Newsletter
A. Bylaws
B. Government & Elections
C. Land Use & Housing
D. Open Space
E. Tr anspor tation
F. Water Task Force

Officers’ Re por ts
A. President
B. Vice Presidents
C. Secretaries
D. Treasurer

Approval of July 2013 Minutes

Call to Or der/Ascer tain Quorum
A. Introduction of Deleg ates and Guests / Shor t Announcements
B. Hosts
1. Barbary Coast Neighborhood Assn — BCNA
2. Nob Hill Neighbors Assn — NHNA

Sign In and Refreshments

7:40

7:10

I.

6:30

AGENDA
General Assembly Meeting
August 20, 2013

Contents

Next
Meeting
Tuesday
August 20

P.O. Box 320098 San Francisco CA 94132

Coalition for SF Neighborhoods

