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The Recreation and Park Department Makes Another Bad Deal
On August 15 of 2010, the Recreation and Park Department (RPD)
fired every Recreation and Park Director in San Francisco. This is
one of the best kept secrets in San Francisco.
About 99.9% of the people in the neighborhoods had no idea what
the RPD was about to do. The people who work in City
government, the RPD, and Service Employees International Union
— the very union that represents the Rec and Park Directors —
knew, but apparently didn’t care enough about the Rec and Park
Directors or the people in San Francisco to let us know beforehand.
The firing of the park personnel needed to be kept as quiet as
possible so the neighborhoods wouldn’t become upset. The Rec and
Park Directors are loved by the public because the services they
provide for our local parks are vital. Firing the Rec and Park
Directors had to be done quickly and quietly.
The park needs of San Francisco’s citizens who pay for the parks
are now secondary to the RPD’s attempts to generate more revenue
from the parks.
RPD’s General Manager, Phil Ginsburg, always starts a speech by
saying that he is “excited, lives in the neighborhood, loves the
parks, visits them every day,” but then tells the crowd how the RPD
has had its General Fund budget slashed $12.4 million last year and
anticipates another $6.8 million cut this year. Ginsburg’s punch line
is always the same: “RPD is broke, and we need more of the
public’s money.”
Being broke is not a good excuse for poor judgment, poor
management, poor public notification, or poor prioritization of park
resources. Ginsburg’s firing of the Rec and Park Directors was
clearly contrary to the will and interests of the people who use the
parks. Had we known about the firings beforehand, the public
would have saved the Rec and Park Directors’ jobs.
At the RPD’s November 15 meeting to privatize JP Murphy Park,
Nicole Avril, RPD’s Director of Partnerships and Resource
Development, stated that higher-paid RPD management employees
were kept because of an RPD salary multiplier program that asked
higher-paid employees to generate revenue of 5 to 10 times their
paid salary. Responding to a Sunshine Ordinance records request
regarding RPD’s multiplier program, Elton Pon, RPD’s Public
Relations Officer, stated that there is no formal salary multiplier
program. Pon stated, “To illustrate to the public the value of our
employees, we will often refer to their salaries in comparison to the
revenue that they are helping to bring to the department;
oftentimes, it is indeed 5 to 10 times their salaries. It is a great
talking point, but there is no formal program associated with it.”
Without the public’s knowledge and with no formal policy
guidelines, the RPD has turned its entire administration into a sales
force, and apparently, everything in the park is pretty much
negotiable. Staff understands implicitly that they had better bring in
their informal multiplier revenue, or they may be formally fired.
Let’s take a look at the RPD’s new priorities: The Mayor’s
proposed budget (page 374) for Fiscal Year 2010–2011 decreased
RPD services for children by $1.5 million — from $11.2 to $9.7
million — a 13.4 percent change decrease, and at the same time
increased the RPD’s planning, development, and privatization

budget by $1.9 million — from $300,000 to $2.2 million annually
— a 633.3 percent change increase.
While the Rec and Park Directors (who are among the lowest-paid
workers), and the employees who worked directly with the
community were being fired, Ginsburg found the money to hire sixfigure bureaucrats, friends of the Mayor, and fund raisers. The
neighborhoods need someone managing the parks and running the
tiny-tot and after school programs a lot more than we need another
bureaucrat sitting behind a desk. This year’s RPD budget will be
adding even more revenue-generating staff, and the parcel tax that
the RPD will be peddling to the public in the November 2011
election will pay the salaries for even more “revenue-generating
staff.”
If the RPD had prioritized children’s services, they could have kept
almost all of the Rec and Park Directors on a full- or part-time
basis. Worse yet, the RPD negotiated a 75-year deal to rent 60
parking spaces to the PUC at the Civic Center Garage for $6.5
million. To help offset RPD’s General Fund shortfall, the PUC
agreed to make a lump sum payment of $3.3 million to RPD in
fiscal year 2010–2011. In a July 28, 2010 letter, Katie Petrucione,
the Director of Administration and Finance for the RPD wrote,
“The upfront lump sum payment from the PUC allowed the RPD to
preserve services in the 2010–2011 budget. Without these funds,
the department would have faced far deeper General Fund budget
reductions and layoffs.” Two weeks after Petrucione’s letter, the
Rec and Park Directors were fired.
Incredibly, the RPD made the parking deal with the PUC, but never
received one penny of revenue from the $3.3 million in parking
space rent. The entire $3.3 million was transferred directly into the
City’s General Fund. The City Controller’s June 10 Discussion of
the Mayor’s 2010–11 Proposed Budget document shows on page 14
that the PUC gave $1.8 to the General Fund under the long-term
lease of the Civic Center Garage, and on page 17 that the PUC gave
an additional $1.5 million under non-recurring revenue transfers
($3.3 million total). The whole Civic Center parking rental was a
scam to transfer PUC rental money into the City’s General Fund.
When Petrucione wrote her July 28 letter, both she and Ginsburg
had to have known that the RPD was misrepresenting that the RPD
would receive the PUC rent money, and had to have known that the
Rec and Park Directors were about to be fired.
George Orwell would be proud of Phil Ginsburg. With absolutely
no employment experience in Recreation or Parks, Ginsburg was
appointed the RPD General Manager by his good buddy Gavin
Newsom in July 2009. Newsom must have ordered Ginsburg to
start privatizing the parks by mid-July, two weeks later. The word
“privatization” means that the RPD assets, which of course are
owned and paid for by the public, will now be used to generate as
much revenue as possible for the RPD — or the City’s General
Fund — at the public’s expense. What few people understand is
that much of this privatized money will end up in the City’s
General Fund rather than in RPD’s budget.
Under Ginsburg’s short tenure, City parks and clubhouses,
including JP Murphy Park and Golden Gate Park, are now viewed
as revenue generators. The RPD has increased and expanded higher
admission fees (Arboretum); pushed poorly c(cont’d
onceivon
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, short-term,

Updating the San Francisco Transportation Plan
What will life be like in San Francisco in the year 2035? Over
the next 12–15 months, the San Francisco County
Transportation Authority (SFCTA) intends to find out —
particularly as it pertains to transportation. The Authority is in
the process of updating the San Francisco Transportation Plan
(SFTP), the long-range, comprehensive transportation plan for
the city. The SFTP is the city’s transportation blueprint,
identifying goals, needs and investment priorities for our
transportation system — including streets, highways and transit
— for the next 25 years. As such, the SFTP will shape the city’s
next generation of transportation projects, programs and policies
and help the city achieve its broader sustainable development
goals.
A long-range plan is important because if we don’t plan for our
future, circumstances or others will do it for us. The Association
of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) predicts that by 2035 San
Francisco will add approximately 150,000 residents —the
current population of Santa Rosa — and a comparable number
of jobs. Our challenge is to accommodate this expected growth
while protecting the city’s famed quality of life and unique
character. Toward that end, we have established four goals for
the SFTP:
1. Provide and sustain a world-class transportation
infrastructure
2. Strengthen San Francisco’s regional competitiveness
3. Create a more livable and equitable city
4. Ensure a healthy environment
The city’s and region’s growth are forecasted to bring
approximately 400,000 extra car trips to our city streets every
day. That is more than the combined daily traffic on the Golden
Gate and Bay Bridges. Unless we start planning for solutions
today, the growth in traffic could overwhelm our infrastructure,
snarl traffic and further impact our neighborhoods. The SFTP
gives us an opportunity to reduce or avoid these impacts

altogether through new transportation investments and services
and management options.
The planning process for the SFTP consists of four phases, each
with a full round of public outreach. We are in process of
concluding the first phase, when we will have defined existing
transportation conditions and projected future conditions. The
upcoming study milestones are:
• Phase 2 (March -June 2011): Clarify specific needs and
potential projects, initiatives and policy options.
• Phase 3 (July - October 2011): Define project alternatives
and evaluate them.
• Phase 4 (November 2011- March 2012): Select a preferred
alternative and develop an implementation strategy.
The Authority’s work on the SFTP is being overseen by a
Technical Advisory Committee made up of public agency
representatives and a 19-member Community Advisory
Committee representing a wide range of interests and
neighborhoods. The Authority would also like input from the
general public on the SFTP. Here are ways in which you can be
involved and learn more:
• Attend our special presentation to the Coalition for San
Francisco Neighborhoods (CSFN) on Tuesday, February
15 at ±7:45 pm.
• Fill out our survey on transportation conditions and needs in
San Francisco at www.surveymonkey.com/s/sftp
• Attend public workshops at key phases throughout the
process. Check out the project website
www.movesmartsf.com for upcoming dates and times.
• If you have any questions or would like additional
information, email us at MoveSmartSF@sfcta.org or call the
project hotline, at (415)593-1670.
…Yoyo Chan, Submitted by Judith Berkowitz (EMIA)

Another Bad Deal from RPD
admission fees (Arboretum); pushed poorly conceived, short-term,
higher-paying contracts with private operations on park land, such
as the Stow Lake Boat House; charged higher permit fees;
scheduled more events on park land; licensed more vendors and
services that compete with local private businesses (Dolores Park
and Golden Gate Park); and finally, has aggressively pursued
private donations, some of which come with strings attached.
If you make a large enough donation or pay enough rent to the
RPD, you can build practically anything you want, anywhere you
want, in Golden Gate Park. Watch what will happen with the
proposed five-field, synthetic turf soccer complex in Golden Gate
Park that is being pushed by the Fisher family.
RPD representatives have offered the communities surrounding JP
Murphy Park three options to utilize the park; all three options are
unacceptable. The West of Twin Peaks Central Council proposed
and approved a resolution presenting a fourth option — to re-hire
the Rec and Park Directors and restore crucial programming by
having their salaries and services funded from either RPD’s
planning, development, and privatization budget, or from the
approximate $10.2 million the RPD is giving back to San
Francisco’s General Fund this year.
The privatization of City parks and clubhouses is especially
troubling, particularly because the San Francisco neighborhoods
have always supported our parks. San Franciscans paid $110
million for the 2000 Neighborhood Park Bond and $185 million for
the 2008 Clean and Safe Neighborhood Parks Bond. After parks
and clubhouses like the JP Murphy Clubhouse are remodeled ($3.8

(cont’d from p.1)

million was spent on the JP Murphy renovation), the clubhouses are
quickly padlocked, and the parks are opened only sporadically
because there are no Recreation and Park Directors. The RPD then
labels the renovated facilities as “underutilized” and tries to lease
out the clubhouses to non-recreational, profit-seeking businesses.
Implicit with the passage of these capital improvement bonds was
that the City would continue staffing the clubhouses with Rec and
Park Directors. The RPD has repeatedly betrayed the voter’s trust.
The park privatization fiasco is a lesson in bad judgment and
governance. The bad economy, coupled with the City’s
overspending, created huge budget deficits. San Francisco is quietly
taking away the money that the RPD is generating and placing this
money into the City’s General Fund. The City then limits the
RPD’s General Fund budget, which causes the RPD to prioritize
staff who generate income over staff who serve the public’s
recreation and park needs. Finally, Phil Ginsburg then completes
the circle by telling the public how broke the park system is and
how badly he needs more of our money to save the parks.
The RPD is going to place a parcel tax on the November 2011
ballot. The tax will mostly be paid by homeowners who are not
even receiving the benefits of the prior bonds and taxes that they
have supported. The RPD should rehire Rec and Park Directors and
hire more gardeners, restore services, and stop privatization of our
parks before asking the public for any more money. The RPD can’t
even prioritize services to children.
Vote “No” on the RPD’s upcoming parcel tax.
…George Wooding (MTHA)
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CSFN Draft Minutes: General Assembly Meeting January 18, 2011
1. Call to Order. President Judith Berkowitz (EMIA) brought
the meeting to order at 7:04 pm at Northern Police Station.
a) Quorum declared. Delegates and alternates represented
XX CSFN member organizations. XX guests signed in.
2. Introductions. Delegates and guests introduced themselves.
Hosts Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) and Bob D’Arcy (RHN)
described their organizations’ objectives, history, and
current issues.
3. Minutes. The November 2010 General Assembly draft
5.
minutes were approved as printed on p 4 of the January
2011 newsletter.
4. Officers’ Reports.
a) i President Berkowitz (EMIA) ceded time to:
αKathy Howard (SPEAK) discussed upcoming public
meetings/hearings (see Open Space Cmte Report,
Item 5.b. below)
βRichard Magary (BVNA) spoke to reaffirm the 2001
CSFN position on recycling center in Golden Gate
Park (see Jan NL, p 3)
γDaniel Homsey of the Neighborhood Empowerment
Network (NEN) spoke regarding disaster recovery
and resiliency. Interested delgates gave contact info to
Demian Quesnel, who will be CSFN pointman to
inform interested delegtates of upcoming events and
meetings.
ii President Berkowitz (EMIA) reported on and
discussed:
6.
αMet with Daniel Homsey re post-quake resiliency
βMet with Civil Grand Jurists re Parkmerced, Central
Subway, Bayview-Hunters Point redevelopment
γMeetings w/Director Rahim of the Planning Dept:
Action Plan (Discretionary Review), 2009 Housing
Element: third rev due in Feb, adoption scheduled for
± March. Comments & Responses to DEIR not out
yet.
δ Central Subway — spoke at BoS Transportation
Cmte hearing on local funding
ε Sidewalk incursion— Big green metal boxes
7.
popping up all over town with no identification as to
who is responsible for them.
ζ Interview w/ Bay Citizen (www.baycitizen.com) re
Parkmerced
ηPossible alliances w/ SFT and/or Calvin Welch
θUpcoming meetings w/ new supervisors
ιAnnual Dinner proceeds — lots of fun. Two
outstanding checks. Planning Commissioner Ron
Miguel won the 50/50 drawing, and promptly gave it
all back to CSFN.
κDues renewal — was not able to send out 2011
Membership Renewal notices with January NL. Will
send soon as possible.
λTreasurer Jim Lew continues to do very well!
μSaveMuni whitepaper distribution; boosted up to
federal level.
νCommunity Climate Action Plan Advisory
Committee / New Century Transportation Advisory
Panel — Angelique Mahan accepted the named
CSFN seat on this panel
8.
ξParticipated in “Leadership SF” exercise re building
housing; the neighborhoods’ role.
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οPlanned attendance at meetings with EDIA and DHIC

! Attended the Chris Daly roast!

b) 1st VP Clark (RHN)
c) 2nd VP Mahan (EDIA) Discussed Mayor Ed Lee and
the new positively charged atmosphere at City Hall
d) Recording Secretary Quesnel (EVNA)
e) Corresponding Secretary Millet (PBNA): Mail picked
up & delivered
f) Treasurer Lew (NBN)

Committee Reports
a) Land Use & Housing: Chair Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA)
discussed the issues as listed on page 3 of January
newsletter.
b) Open Space: Upcoming meetings:
i SFPUC Workshop on GGP H2O plant — Feb 15
ii GGP Historic District — Feb 16
iii Artificial Turf GGP Soccer Fields EIR — starting
in Feb, scoping meeting
c) Water Task Force
d) Transportation
e) Bylaws: Chair Wilson (SPEAK):
i. Proposed Bylaws Amendments will be in Feb and
March NL, and will be considered for adoption at
March GA meeting.
f) Gov’t & Elections: Charles Head (SHARP) Cmte is
considering a year-round meeting schedule.
New Business
Reso intro’d by Linda Chapman (MPNA):
Resolved that CSFN supports adaptive reuse of First St
John’s United Methodist Church for senior housing, or
another preservation alternative;
That CSFN urges the Dept of Building Inspection, the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors, the City Attorney, and the
District Attorney to pursue enforcement actions for Building
Code and CEQA violations.
[This reso must be re-submitted on MPNA letterhead prior
to consideration by CSFN.]
Program. Pro and Con on SPEAK’s resolution on
Parkmerced:
Resolved: The Coalition of San Francisco
Neighborhoods opposes the proposed planning code,
zoning map and General Plan amendments which
would implement the Park Merced Vision Plan as
currently proposed.
Arguing in support of the resolution — Marc Duffet
(SPEAK) and Aaron Goodman, former resident of
Parkmerced
Arguing in opposition to the resolution — Tim Colen of
the Housing Action Coalition (HAC) and Seth Mallen of
Stellar Management, the developers.
Followed by vigorous discussion and debate culminating
in the vote to unanimously support the resolution:
10–0–6
This action followed an unsuccessful motion to postpone
the vote on the matter: 6–12–0
Adjournment. The January 2011 CSFN General Assembly
meeting was adjourned at 10:20PM
…Demian Quesnel (C-EVNA) Recording Secretary

Land Use & Housing Committee Reports

Executive Committee Report

January 7, 2011

January 26, 2011

The Regular Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing
Committee was convened by Chair Hiroshi Fukuda on Monday
February 7, 2010 at 5:42 P.M. in the Community Room of the
Northern Police Station at Turk and Fillmore Streets.
The Committee considered the following items:
1. San Francisco 2009 HOUSING ELEMENT — Draft 3 now
available http://housingelement2009.sfplanning.org/
Another meeting/conversation with Director Rahaim is
scheduled: Housing Element Workshop Conversation with
th
the Director: Wednesday February 16 , 2011 6:00 to
7:30PM 1650 Mission Street, fourth floor. Need to ask if the
2010 census information was included; if not, why not, and
if the DEIR completed in Fall of 2010 may need to be reopened. Waiting on Comments & Responses to DEIR.
On February 24th the Planning Commission will hold a
hearing to consider initiation of the Housing Element.
2. Parkmerced update: Special Hearing Feb 10, 2011, 3:30 PM.
Issues include PGE 30" gas line to the West and East of
project, no alternative economic performance analysis,
seismic safety, infrastructure impacts, loss of possible
national landmark.
3. Booker T. Washington project, Presidio and Sutter Streets. A
Special Use District must be established for this projec, spot
zoning. Building size to increase from 12,600 sq/ft to 68,000
sq/ft. Why is public money being used to benefit private
school. Center goals could be established more economically
without this project. Will consider the matter at the March
LU&H Committee meeting so both sides may attend.
4. Market-Octavia Appeal, Attorneys Mary Miles and
Alexander Henson will appeal the Market-Octavia case on
March 7, 2011. The case is of historic magnitude and great
public importance, since it involves the rezoning of nearly
5,000 parcels in the Civic Center area for unrestricted
density, high-rise (up to 400 feet) market-rate residential and
“mixed-use” development, eliminates much open space, and
gives financial incentive for demolishing historic structures,
failing to mitigate the project’s impacts on traffic and transit,
and incorporates the concept of RTO (Residential Transit
Orientated zoning) for the entire City. RTO zoning
eliminates parking minimums and sets a precedent of
parking maximums, increases heights, density, and reduces
parking. Motion: Recommend to General Assembly to
approve $1,500 to cover administrative expenses for this
important case.
5. Live Nation-Masonic Auditorium: ABC (Alcoholic Beverage
Control) is hearing the Live Nations/Avatar license request
beginning Feb 7 through Feb 10, 2011. CSFN Land Use
Committee to send letter objecting to license approval. An
EIR lawsuit might result in need for new EIR.

CSFN Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at
5:55PM by the acting committee chair, Angelique Mahan in
st
the absence of 1 VP and Chair Penelope Clark. Those present
were Judy Berkowitz, Angelique Mahan, Dick Millet, Rae
Doyle, Lorraine Lucas and Evelyn Wilson. Not attending were
Demian Quesnel, Jim Lew, Sue Cauthen and Penelope Clark.
There was a quorum.
Officers’ Reports
President Judy Berkowitz reported CSFN has a named seat
on the New Century Transportation Advisory Panel.
Angelique Mahan will sit on this Panel and report its
deliberations and conclusions to CSFN. Avrum Shepard will
be back-up. Sue Cauthen’s voicemail is full and does not take
messages and her email has been bouncing posts for the last
couple of months. If anyone knows how to get hold of her,
please let us know.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 P.M.
The next regular meeting of the Committee will be held on
Monday, March 7, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room of
the Northern Police Station located at Turk and Fillmore Streets.

Further nominations to the Nominating Committee will be
taken at the February GA meeting at which time we will vote
for three delegates to serve on that committee.

Also discussed was the issue of the proposed landmarking of
Golden Gate Park and what the implications could be, but
without knowing more about it, discussion is fruitless. Historic
Preservation Commissioner Alan Martinez will briefly speak
to the issue during the GA Open Space Cmte Report. President
Berkowitz also attended the General Assembly Meeting of
Excelsior District Improvement Association. ExComm then
discussed the appointment of Richard Johns to the Historic
Preservation Board, and the implications of his appointment
on land use.
Acting as 1st Vice President, 2nd VP Angelique Mahan led
discussion regarding membership application of Inner Sunset
Park Neighbors (ISPN). After discussion with Andrea
Jadwin and Adam Greenfield, the Board voted unanimously
to recommend ISPN to the General Assembly for membership
at the February 15 meeting.
In New Business the following delegates were nominated to
sit on the 2011 Nominating Committee:
Mary Harris (OMI-NIA)
Mary Lu Christie (MTHA)
George Wooding (MTHA) Jeanne Quock (UTA)
Nancy Wuerfel (SPEAK)
Ellen Kerneghan (PBNA)
Melinda LaValle (CHA)
Kathy Howard (SPEAK)
Charles Head (SHARP)
Mary Helen Briscoe (PRO-SF)
Kathy Devincenzi (LHIA) Karen Crommie (CVIA)
Gerry Crowley (THD)
Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA)
Richard Magary (BVNA) Dick Millet (PBNA)
Angelique Mahan (EDIA) Lorraine Lucas (HAIA)
Penny Clark (RHN
Rae Doyle (GWPNA)
Acting Chair Mahan will phone all candidates to ascertain
their willingness to serve.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20PM.
…Angelique Mahan (EDIA) 2nd VP, Acting Chair
…Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) Chair
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Bylaws Committee Report
The CSFN Bylaws Committee met on Friday January 28, 2011
and submits the following report for consideration and voting at
the March CSFN meeting: (This report contains the wording
contained in the current bylaws followed by the proposed
wording. New wording is underlined.)
ARTICLE VII. GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
(Current reading)
I. Legal Suit Initiation and Withdrawal
1. A motion to initiate a suit or to discontinue an existing
suit shall be made at a meeting prior to the one at which
a vote is to be taken.
2. The support of a minimum of one-half of the member
organizations and at least two-thirds of those voting is
required for adoption. The vote shall be taken by roll
call and presentation of a statement of approval from
the member organizations shall be submitted on
organization stationery.
ARTICLE VII. GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
(Proposed wording if amended)
I. Legal Suit Initiation, Joining and Withdrawal.
1. Unless an emergency is declared, a motion to initiate or
to join a suit or to discontinue an existing suit shall be
made at a meeting prior to the one at which a vote is to
be taken.
2. The support of a minimum one-third of the member
organizations, and at least two-thirds of those voting is
required for adoption. The vote shall be taken by roll
call.
3. The vote shall be final unless within 5 days of the vote
one or more organizations which has supported the
proposal withdraws its affirmative vote by letter signed

by the organization president on organization stationery
sent to the CSFN president, and the remaining
affirmative votes fail to meet the minimum requirement
that one third of the member organizations have
supported the measure.
ARTICLE VI. ELECTIONS (Current reading)
B. Term
1. Officers shall serve for a one-year term beginning at the
close of the May meeting, or until a successor is
elected.
2. No person may hold a given office for more than three
consecutive terms.
3. No person may hold than one office at a time.
ARTICLE VI. ELECTIONS
(Proposed wording if amended)
B. Term.
1. Officers shall serve for a one-year term beginning at the
close of the May meeting, or until a successor is
elected.
2. a. Any person who has served for three or more
consecutive years in any office shall be allowed to
continue to run and serve in that office.
b. Any person who has served for three or more
consecutive years in any office may be removed
from that office without cause by a non-emergency
motion duly presented at the meeting prior to the
vote and passed by majority of the delegates voting.
3. No person shall hold more than two offices at a time.
(Note: Current Section VI. E. deals with removal from office
forcause and is not proposed for amendment.)
…Evelyn Wilson (SPEAK) Parliatmentarian, Chair

Market-Octavia Update
short on specifics and essentially dismisses the case with no
This is an update on the status of the Market and Octavia Area
Plan litigation, Coalition for Adequate Review et al. v. City and substantive explanation. On December 28, 2010, City’s counsel
submitted a 34-page proposed order that is essentially another
County of San Francisco, San Francisco Superior Court Case
brief by City. Ms. Miles submitted objections to their proposed
No. CPF-08-508038.
Co-counsel Alexander Henson and Mary Miles argued the case, order, but Judge Sullivan signed City’s proposed order on
January 7, 2011.
seeking a Peremptory Writ of Mandate, before Judge Donald
Ms. Miles and Mr. Henson are considering whether to appeal
Sullivan on Wednesday, December 8, 2010. The oral argument
Judge Sullivan’s decision. Additional funds are essential. There
lasted most of the day. Judge Sullivan was the fifth judge
are still outstanding costs, and recovering costs will not be
assigned to the case, following a case history that is more
possible unless an appeal is successful; so any additional
contorted than most. The judicial reassignments delayed the
fundraising would be much appreciated. Ms. Miles believes
case for more than a year. Ms. Miles reports the oral argument
that the cost of appeal would be approximately $3,000 to
went well, and both she and Mr. Henson were well prepared,
and that the written briefing adequately laid out the position on $5,000 to cover the filing fees and the cost of an appellate
appendix. This estimate does not include any pay for either Ms.
both the General Plan and CEQA issues.
Miles
or Mr. Henson for their time. Ms. Miles and Mr. Henson
Nevertheless, the case lost at trial. On December 15, 2010,
have
stated
that they would also donate their time to an appeal
Judge Sullivan issued a two paragraph ruling denying the
of
this
case.
Petition for the Peremptory Writ of Mandate. The ruling is
…Mary Miles, Submitted by Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA)
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
BENEFACTORS
David Winthrop Allen Family Trust
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798
San Francisco Police Officers’ Assn
PATRONS
Cole Valley Improvement Assn
Haight Ashbury Improvement Assn
Neighbors of SF General Hospital
Pacific Heights Residents Assn
Retired Firemen & Widows Assn of SFFD

Speaking in support of the SPEAK reso at the January General
Assembly meeting: Marc Duffet, Aaron Goodman, Cathy

Speaking against the SPEAK reso at the January GA meeting:
Seth Mallen, Bert Polacci, Tim Colen.

S p e c i a l t h a n k s t o O f fi c e D e p o t f o r
photocopying services!

SPONSORS
Barbary Coast Neighbors Assn
Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn
Cathedral Hill Neighborhood Assn
Dolores Heights Improvement Club
East Mission Improvement Assn
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Friends of the Music Concourse
Greater West Portal Neighborhood Assn
Laurel Heights Improvement Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club
OMI Neighbors in Action
Richmond Community Assn
Sunset Heights Assn of Responsible People (SHARP)
Sunset Parkside Education & Action Cmte (SPEAK)
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
Hon Mike Antonini
Kathryn Devincenzi, Attorney
John Barbey
Dick Millet
John Bardis
Gary Noguera
Judith Berkowitz
Bert Polacci
Bernie Choden
Jeanne & Winchell Quock
Penny Clark
Steve Williams, Attorney
Sheryl Connell
(And thanks to Maria Sousa)

❧❧❧❧❧

How to Reach Us
President: Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
1st VP: Penelope Clark • penelopeclark@yahoo.com
2nd VP: Angelique Mahan • angelmahan@hotmail.com
Recording Secretary: Demian Quesnel • dquesnel@usa.net
Corresponding Secretary: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jim Lew • emtjal@sbcglobal.net
Member-at-Large: Sue Cauthen • scau1321@aol.com
Member-at-Large: Rae Doyle • raedoyle@sbcglobal.net
Member-at-Large: Lorraine Lucas • wozopozo@pacbell.net
Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Land Use & Housing • Monday 5:30PM Feb 7 • Northern
Station • Chair Hiroshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com • 386-2632
Gov’t & Elections • Chair Charles Head • charlesnhead@hotmail.com
Bylaws • Chair Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net •
566-7826
Open Space • Chair Nancy Wuerfel • nancenumber1@aol.com •
731-6432, Co-chair Ramona Albright • 621-9621
Water Task Force • Chair Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Transportation • Chair Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net
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Call to Or der/Ascer tain Quorum
A. Introduction of Deleg ates and Guests / Shor t Announcements
B. Hosts
1. Sunset Heights Assn of Responsible People — SHARP
2. Twin Peaks Council & Open Space Conservancy — TPC-OSC

Approval of January 2011 Minutes

Officers’ Re ports
A. President
B. Vice Presidents — ExComm recommends ISPN for CSFN membership,
D. Treasurer

Committee Action Items — written re por ts in Newsletter
A. Land Use & Housing
B. Open Space
C. Water Task Force
D. Tr anspor tation
E. Government & Elections
F. Bylaws

Program: SFCTA presentation on updating the SF Tr anspor tation Plan
(see page 2)

Adjournment

II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

7:00

7:10

7:15

7:25

7:40

7:45

Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official voice of the Coalition for SF
Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4 organization.
To Submit Articles: Email articles by the 5th of the month to sfjberk@mac.com
Either inline text or an attached document can be used.
Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the opinion of the CSFN. We
invite material from member organizations as well as rebuttal to articles already printed.
We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member organizations may receive two
copies of the newsletter without charge. Subscription: Members/$10, Nonmembers/$15.

V i s i to r s : P l e a s e S i gn t h e G u e s t R eg i s t e r

CSFN meets the third Tuesday of each month except for December at
Northern Police Station, Turk & Fillmore Streets (Parking in rear off Turk)
Public Transit: Muni #22 Fillmore, 31 Balboa & 38 Geary Lines

New Business

Sign In and Refreshments

I.

6:30

Next Meeting
Tuesday
Feb 15

Contents
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February 15, 2011
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P.O. Box 320098 San Francisco CA 94132

Coalition for SF Neighborhoods

Middle Polk Neighborhood Assn
Midtown Terrace Homeowners Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club
Mission Creek Harbor Assn
New Mission Terrace Improvement Assn
North Beach Neighbors
Oceanview, Merced Heights, Ingleside – Neighbors in Action
Outer Mission Residents Assn
Pacific Heights Residents Assn
Panhandle Residents Organization/Stanyan-Fulton
Parkmerced Residents Org
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Assn
Richmond Community Assn
Rincon Point Neighborhood Assn
Russian Hill Improvement Assn
Russian Hill Neighbors
Sunset Heights Assn of Responsible People
Sunset-Parkside Education & Action Committee
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
Twin Peaks Council & Open Space Conservancy
Twin Peaks Improvement Assn
University Terrace Neighborhood Assn

The 45 Neighborhood Organizations of CSFN
Barbary Coast Neighborhood Assn
Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn
Cathedral Hill Neighbors Assn
Cayuga Improvement Assn
Cole Valley Improvement Assn
Cow Hollow Assn
Dolores Heights Improvement Club
East Mission Improvement Assn
Eureka Valley Promotion Assn
Ewing Terrace Neighborhood Assn
Excelsior District Improvement Assn
Fair Oaks Community Coalition
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Assn
Francisco Heights Civic Assn
Golden Gate Heights Neighborhood Assn
Greater West Portal Neighborhood Assn
Haight Ashbury Improvement Assn
Inner Sunset Action Committee
Jordan Park Improvement Assn
Laurel Heights Improvement Assn
Liberty Hill Neighborhood Assn
Lincoln Park Homeowners Assn
Marina Civic Improvement & Property Owners Assn

2011

MEMBER RENEWAL
P.O. Box 320098 San Francisco, CA 94132 415-262-0440

Name of Organization
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address ____________________________________ SF 941_____ Contact E-mail ____________________
Current Ofﬁcers
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Ofﬁce
Address (with ZIP)
Email Address
Phone
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Ofﬁce
Address (with ZIP)
Email Address
Phone
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Ofﬁce
Address (with ZIP)
Email Address
Phone
CSFN Delegate
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Address (with ZIP)
Email Address
Phone
If your organization has alternate CSFN delegates:
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Address (with ZIP)
Email Address
Phone
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Address (with ZIP)
Email Address
Phone
NEWSLETTER MAILING LIST – Each member is entitled to receive two copies of CSFN’s monthly newsletter Neighborhood Views as part of their membership fee. The ﬁrst
copy goes to the delegate and the second to a person designated by the organization. A member of an organization’s Board of Directors may subscribe to the CSFN
newsletter at a rate of $10 per year. Other persons may subscribe at $15 per year. If you prefer to view the newsletter online or download it from the website
www.csfn.net/newsletter check the box below and leave the following lines blank. Additional paid copies: use the back of this page. Include address and zip codes.

___ Email us the newsletter to following email address(es): ________________________
___ Do not send us a hard copy.
___ Send a hard copy to:
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Ofﬁce
Address (with ZIP)
Phone
DUES, DONATIONS AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS
CSFN Annual Membership dues are $45. Organizations wishing to include an additional donation to CSFN are encouraged to do so. Please add $10 for each additional
newsletter subscription for your organization’s board members and $15 for other members. Make check payable to CSFN and mail to CSFN POBox 320098 SF CA 94132.

Annual Membership Dues: $45.
Newsletter Subscriptions: @ $10.
Newsletter Subscriptions: @ $15.
Additional Donation
Total to CSFN

Thank You!

______
______
______
______
______

CSFN Membership Certification
CSFN Bylaws (Article II, Section A-G) require each voting member organization to
certify that it has a membership of 35 or more in order to maintain voting privileges.
Organizations not having the required membership are encouraged to join or retain
membership as associate members without voting privileges.
Member Organization (35 or more members)________
Associate (non-voting) Member Organization________
Certifying Signature__________________________________________
Address if not listed above_____________________________________

CSFN Annual Membership Fee is Due in January. If not received by March 1, voting rights will be withdrawn.

