www.csfn.net

neighborhood views

October 2009, XXXVI No 10

Raiding the Parking Meters
San Francisco’s new parking rates — higher parking ticket
fines, new holiday parking rates and enforcement, and planned
increases in parking meter operation hours — along with San
Francisco’s higher sales tax (at 9.5%), pack a double wallop
hurting neighborhood businesses, shoppers, drivers, and
neighbors.
When it is less expensive for shoppers to drive to jurisdictions
with lower sales taxes and free parking, City and local business
revenue is bound to plummet just when needed most.
On July 1, San Francisco raised parking meter rates fifty cents
hourly throughout the City. Parking locally now costs at least
$2.00 to $3.50 hourly. Parking meter citations recently
increased to $50 – $60 and are being vigorously enforced.
Although San Francisco officials claim increasing parking
meter rates and tickets will help local businesses by creating
more turn-over in neighborhood parking spaces, empty store
fronts are sprouting up all over town.
Steve Dawson, the president of the Inner Sunset Merchants
Association states, “There is no question that the higher meter
rates and longer operation hours will impact local businesses by
pushing customers to shopping malls where parking is free and
ticket worries vanish.”
San Francisco’s parking control officers issue at least three
tickets every minute. At minimum, two million tickets will be
issued this year, generating over $100 million in parking
revenue for the City. Some of this revenue goes to San
Francisco’s Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA), which
runs the Municipal Railway, traffic control, and parking
operations. The remaining revenue is returned to San
Francisco’s general fund.
None of the money is used to support local businesses, despite
earlier legislation.
The SFMTA had a $129 million budget deficit this year, and
will be extremely aggressive enforcing parking tickets and
parking meter collections.
Although San Francisco claims its love affair with mass
transportation, over 25% of SFMTA’s income comes from fees
on automobiles; San Francisco couldn’t afford current mass
transit without drawing heavily from parking revenue. This is
no different than gambling money (the Lottery) being used to
support education, or the tobacco settlement revenue dedicated
to rebuilding Laguna Honda Hospital being used to balance the
City’s — specifically, the Department of Public Health’s —
budget. Without the revenue from punishing “bad for the

environment, greenhouse gas-emitting San Francisco drivers,”
MUNI would likely go bankrupt.
The City has done little to help businesses already suffering
from the economic downturn. The final straw may be SFMTA’s
current proposal to increase parking meter hours throughout the
City. Reportedly, each neighborhood business district has been
individually evaluated.
The length of meter operation times on West Portal will be
increased from the current 54 hours per week, to at least 70.
This includes Sunday and later-evening parking fees. Castro
Street and Columbus Avenue will see operating parking meter
hours balloon from 80 to 90 hours per week. The SFMTA is
solely responsible for making these decisions and is planning to
start implementing them next year.
The SFMTA is not justifying its fee increases to San Francisco’s
26,000 parking meters on a revenue-generating basis. Instead, it
claims parking meter increases will be used to
1) Support commerce,
2) Help create availability, so that customers who drive can
access businesses,
3) Allow the SFMTA to use time limits and prices to
achieve “availability goals,” and
4) Reduce double-parking and circling.
SFMTA spared not one word about generating revenue.
The SFMTA assumes that higher turnover at parking meters will
equate to higher merchant sales. There is no data or studies that
support this flawed assumption. In fact, Oakland just extended
longer parking meter hours and stringent new parking rules on
July 1, despite many merchants noting their business is down by
thirty percent. Oakland shoppers opposed the new parking
enforcement hours, fees, and rules — and have stopped
shopping at Oakland businesses, favoring instead shopping in
nearby retail areas with lower parking costs.
San Francisco politicians take note: Disgruntled Oakland
business owners are threatening to recall the Oakland City
Council over the higher parking fees. Quoted in the September
th
24 Chronicle, Grand Lake Theater owner Allen Michaan said,
“Disgusted doesn’t even begin to describe how I feel about our
City Council. This is a public shakedown. It’s an extortion
racket. I weep for Oakland and all the businesses that are going
to close.”
Between 1947 and 1987, San Francisco and its local merchant
associations agreed to share parking meter revenue collected in
neighborhood shopping districts. The City placed parking
meters throughout neighborhoods, promising merchants
that
(cont’d on p.
4)

CSFN Draft Minutes: General Assembly Meeting September 15, 2009
1. Call to Order. President Judith Berkowitz (EMIA) brought
the meeting to order at 7:02 pm at Northern Police Station.
a) Quorum declared. Delegates and alternates representing
20 CSFN member organizations, and 2 guests attended.
2. Introductions. Delegates and guests introduced themselves.
Hosts Donald Stroh (DHIC) and John Wilson (EMIA)
described their organizations’ objectives, history, and
current issues.
3. Short Announcement. John Bardis presented a birthday
cake for landmark birthdays: his and Dick Millet’s 80th and
Evelyn Wilson’s 90th
4. Minutes. The August 2009 General Assembly draft minutes
was approved, with the remark in 6b) stricken, as printed
on p 1 of the September 2009 newsletter.
5. Officers’ Reports.
a) President Berkowitz (EMIA) thanked ExComm and
Bernie Choden as well as George Wooding and Rae
Doyle for help in getting a last-minute Program set up
for this meeting. • Announced EIR Scoping Hearing for
draft 2009 Housing Element date of Sept 30 at Planning
Dept. (see p 6 of Sept NL • Universal Planning Notice
meeting at Planning Dept.
b) 1st VP Clark (RHN)
c) 2nd VP Mahan (EDIA)
d) Recording Secretary Quesnel (EVPA)
e) Corresponding Secretary Millet (PBNA)
f) Treasurer Lew (NBN): 13K in bank, in checking, we
will move part to savings or CD to earn better interest.
6. Committee Reports
a) Water Task Force: Chair Girardot (MCIPOA) reported
on the current status of the WSIP 3rd revision, adopted
July 2009, and significant problems related to lack of
sufficient oversight by the SFPUC Revenue Bond
Oversight Committee and by the commission itself. The
ratepayer really has no one looking out for his/her
interests.
b) Land Use & Housing: Chair Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA)
discussed the following:
i. Votes on Resolutions put forward by Land Use &
Housing Committee:
a. Resolution #1
RESOLVED, The Coalition for San Francisco
Neighborhoods strongly urges the City Planning
Commission to hold a public hearing to receive
oral and written comments in accord with State of
California Public Resources Code Section
21083.9 and the California Environmental
Quality Act Guidelines Section 15206 concerning
the scope to the Environmental Impact Report to
be prepared for the proposed 2004 and 2009
Housing Elements of the San Francisco General
Plan.
Voted on, unanimously approved, 19 aye, 0 nay
b. Resolution #2
RESOLVED, The Coalition for San Francisco
Neighborhoods strongly urges the City Planning
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Commission to hold a public hearing to receive
oral and written comments in accord with State
of California Public Resources Code Section
21083.9 and the California Environmental
Quality Act Guidelines Section 15206
concerning the scope to the Environmental
Impact Report to be prepared for the proposed
2004 and 2009 Housing Elements of the San
Francisco General Plan.
Voted on, unanimously approved, 19 aye, 0
nay
c) Transportation: Chair Noguera (MPIC)
d) Bylaws: Chair Wilson (SPEAK)
e) Open Space: Chair Wuerfel (SPEAK)
f) Gov’t & Elections: Chair LaValle (CHNA)
New Business: Emergency Resolution brought by Pacific
Hts Residents Assn
a) Whereas, The owners of 1969 California Street had their
house landmarked after being notified that their
operation of an open-to-the-public art gallery with many
open houses and open-to-the-public hours and art shows
was an illegal use. Their hope that their attorney’s
theory that a Conditional Use Permit (CU) would be
granted under the theory that having a business being
operated under the landmark status was the only way to
maintain the landmarked property; and
Whereas, Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
believes this is a very dangerous precedent that could
endanger residential neighborhoods throughout San
Francisco; and
Whereas, CSFN believes that the support of all
neighborhoods is necessary to stop this CU from being
granted under this theory; therefore be it
Resolved, That Coalition for San Francisco
Neighborhoods opposes the granting of a CU for a
business to be allowed in a residential property given
that many historic homes are maintained in San
Francisco without disruption of the residentiallyzoned neighborhood with what would otherwise be
an illegal use. (PHRA)
b) Vote on resolution to handle the matter as an emergency
issue
Passed unanimously, 20-0-0
c) Vote on resolution:
Passed unanimously, 20-0-0
Program. Program on the Central Subway project
presented by Howard Wong and Jerry Cauthen of
Savemuni.com basically opposing the project. There was
extensive question and answer period. It was suggested that
representatives of the Central Subway project and the
Savemuni.com people return and present both sides at a
future meeting. It will be forwarded to Ex-Com.
Announcement by Eddie McAffrey
[emccaff1314@gmail.com] regarding “The Big Rumble,”
anniversary of 1989 earthquake.
Adjournment. The September 2009 CSFN General
Assembly meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.
…Demian Quesnel (EVPA) Recording Secretary

Land Use & Housing
Committee Report
October 12, 2009
The Regular Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing
Committee was convened by Chair Hiroshi Fukuda on
Monday, October 12, 2009 at 5:38 P.M. in the Community
Room of the Northern Police Station at Turk and Fillmore
Streets. The Committee considered the following items:
1. Universal Notification Project:
The Planning Department had a community outreach
meeting regarding reform of the Planning Department’s
public notification processes (also known as the
“Universal Planning Notification Project”) on Tuesday,
October 13, 2009. The meeting will be held at the
Planning Department, 1650 Mission Street, Room 431,
from 6:00pm–7:00pm.
The Universal Planning Notification Project (“UPN”) is
part of the Planning Department’s Action Plan
2008–2010, an effort adopted by the Planning
Commission to improve and enhance the experience for
all that work with the Planning Department, including
the public, applicants, stakeholders and Department
staff. The UPN project seeks to consolidate, simplify
and improve the Planning Department’s public
notification processes, which currently number more
than 40.
2. Housing Element 2004 and 2009 EIR
Planning Commission refused to hear the scoping for
the EIR. Scoping will remain in Planning Dept.
3. Double Density for Senior Housing. The BOS
amendment to the Planning Code to clarify the age of
seniors at 62 years old, and for projects larger than 35
units to lower the age to 55 years old. Planning Staff
stated that the Planning Commission had to decide by
October 12, 2009. Planning Code Section 306.4(d)3
allows 90 days for the Planning Commission to act after
first hearing the matter.
4. Japantown Better Neighborhood Area Plan. A new
organization committee has been formed, and plans are
for productive subcommittee meetings that reflect
community objectives.
5. Discretionary Review (DR) Reform at BOS Land Use
and Economic Development Committee next Monday,
October 19, 2009. CSFN opposes the Design Review
Committee’s discretion to reject applications for DR and
force DR applicants to appeal at the Board of Appeals.
6. CPMC Institutional Master Plan to be heard at the
Planning Commission on October 14, 2009. CSFN has
voted that a Citywide Institutional Master Plan for acute
and emergency services be completed before the CPMC
Institutional Master Plan is heard at the Planning
Commission.
The next regular meeting of the Committee will be held on
Monday, November 9, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community
Room of the Northern Police Station located at Turk and
Fillmore Streets.

Executive Committee Report
September 23, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 5:40 PM by Vice
President Clark. Those present were Judy Berkowitz,
Penelope Clark, Angelique Mahan, Demian Quesnel, Jim
Lew, Gary Noguera, Sue Cauthen and Evelyn Wilson.
Notified absence: Dick Millet and Lorraine Lucas. There
was a quorum.
Officer’s Reports:
President Berkowitz noted that CSFN was incorporated
as a 501(c)4 non profit in 1991. She presented to the
Planning Commission the two resolutions from the LU&H
Cmte which were passed at the last GA meeting
concerning having the Planning Commission (instead of
the Planning Dept) hold Scoping Hearings for the draft
2009 Housing Element EIR, and making hard copies of
the draft 2009 HE available through the Planning Dept to
all who request. At the Planning Commission there was a
presentation of the master plan for Pier 70. The CSFN
Resolution sponsored by Pacific Heights regarding the
danger of landmarked homes being used for commercial
purposes is to be presented at the next Planning
Commission meeting.
First VP Clark reported that the Park Merced group had
changed their bylaws, but that their presentation for
membership admission to CSFN would be delayed for a
month.
Second VP Mahan suggested that CSFN should use mail
slates mailers to disseminate its stance on ballot issues.
The cost could be defrayed by candidates paying to be on
the mailer, though CSFN does not endorse candidates.
There were no reports from the secretaries or treasurer.
Future General Assembly Programs selected are:
October—MTA and new meter parking hours and
November—the Central Subway, with both sides
presenting.
The December Party will be held at the same restaurant as
last year, and Melissa Griffin of the Examiner to be asked
to speaker.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.
…Penelope Clark (RHN) Chair

❧❧❧❧❧
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Land Use & Housing • Monday 5:30PM Nov 9 • Northern
Station • Chair Hiroshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com • 386-2632
Gov’t & Elections • Chair Melinda LaValle • melindalavalle@aol.com
Bylaws • Chair Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net •
566-7826
Open Space • Chair Nancy Wuerfel • nancenumber1@aol.com •
731-6432, Ramona Albright 621-9621
Water Task Force • Chair Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Transportation • Chair Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net

Meeting was adjourned at 7:16 P.M.
…Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) Chair
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Raiding the Parking Meters
meters throughout neighborhoods, promising merchants that
collected parking revenue would be used to help local shop
owners. Collected fees were to be placed in an “Off-street
Parking Fund.” When the fund was first established it was
agreed $1.5 million would go annually to San Francisco’s
general fund and the remainder banked, until needed.
Accumulated meter revenue was supposed to be used to
build neighborhood parking garages and improve shopping
districts.
But between 1987 and 1992, City politicians stabbed
merchants in the back, looting all of the Off-Street Parking
Funds (by at least $23 million) and placing the money into
the City’s general fund.
In 1992, Stephen Cornell, the then-president of the San
Francisco Council of District Merchants Associations wrote
to Jack Molinari, then president of the Parking and Traffic
Commission: “Our main concern is the taking of the OffStreet Parking Funds. Without going into much detail, we
were very disappointed that Mayor Jordan took $4 million
out, after Mayor Agnos took $6 million at the beginning of
the fiscal year. We were really mad that $8 million was taken
from the upcoming year. With no money in the fund, nothing
can be done for our neighborhoods!”

(cont’d from p. 1)

Seventeen years later, the City’s promises to neighborhood
business districts remain broken.
The San Francisco County Transportation Authority (SFCTA)
— run by San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors — just released
an on-street parking management study that proposes
introducing neighborhood parking benefit districts (PBDs).
According to Board of Supervisors President, David Chiu, “The
thrust of this study was really to emphasize that neighborhoodspecific processes be set up before parking changes are
implemented. If there are parking revenue increases, the study is
recommending that the additional revenues somehow be farmed
back into the neighborhood where those revenues were raised.”
This is precisely what was taken away from neighborhoods in
1992.
Without any financial incentives, neighborhood merchant
associations no longer support San Francisco’s higher parking
meter rates. Why should they? These businesses have little to
gain, and a lot of business to lose to competing jurisdictions.
Once you take the carrot away from the stick, all you have left is
the stick.
…George Wooding, President
West of Twin Peaks Central Council

Resolution Concerning City‘s Proposed Extension
of Parking Meter Hours of Operation
WHEREAS San Francisco has 26,000 metered spaces that
generally operate between 9:00am – 6:00pm, Monday –
Saturday and the Port of San Francisco meters operate
7:00am – 11:00pm 365 days a year.
WHEREAS the understood stated purpose of parking
meters is to to create traffic abatement and NOT generate
revenue for the funding of the San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Agency (SFMTA) by 1) supporting
commerce, 2) helping to create availability so that
customers who drive can access businesses, 3) allowing
the SFMTA to use time limits and prices to achieve
availability goals and 4) reduce double parking and
circling.

vital component of neighborhood character are 1) going
out of business, 2) suffering an increasing decline in sales
revenue 3) NOT in favor of the SFMA’s plan to extend
parking meter operation and 4) believe that many of their
customers are now patronizing shopping centers with free
parking.

WHEREAS the SFMTA has NO data or done any studies
that substantiate that higher turnover at parking meters will
equate to higher merchant sales, therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the Coalition for San Francisco
Neighborhoods (CFSN) will NOT support the SFMTA’s
proposed parking meter operation extensions until the
following conditions have been met and implemented:
• The SFMTA should conduct extensive neighborhood
WHEREAS the SFMTA raised parking meter rates to
outreach in each individual neighborhood in San
$2.00 – $3.50 per hour and increased parking meter
Francisco.
citations to $53.00 – $63.00 on July 1,2009 and these new
• The SFMTA should collect and present actual
rates and parking citations are now being vigorously
performance data supporting the theory that extended
enforced.
parking meter hours will benefit neighborhood
WHEREAS the SFMTA has proposed extending the hours
merchant districts.
of operation of parking meters from 54 hours per week to
•
The
SFMTA should get concurrence from each
as high as 90 hours per week in selected neighborhoods
neighborhood merchant organization and
and these extended hours may range from 9:00am to
neighborhood organization before implementing
9:00pm Monday – Thursday and 9:00am – Midnight
changes to parking meter hours.
Friday and Saturday and 11:00am – 9:00pm on Sunday to
•
If
such actions are implemented and there are parking
supposedly help neighborhood merchants generate more
revenue increases, the additional revenues should be
business.
somehow distributed back into the neighborhoods
WHEREAS San Francisco’s neighborhood merchants, a
where those revenues were raised.
…Gary Noguera (MPIC) Chair Transportation Committee
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

Greg Scott and Carola Shepard (PHRA) present the emergency
resolution opposing landmarking a private residence in order to set
up a for-profit business.

Howard Wong and Jerry Cauthen speak about the Central Subway
at the September CSFN General Assembly meeting

BENEFACTORS
David Winthrop Allen Family Trust
San Francisco Police Officers’ Assn
PATRONS
Cole Valley Improvement Assn
Haight Ashbury Improvement Assn
Retired Firemen & Widows Assn of SFFD
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798
SPONSORS
Barbary Coast Neighbors Assn
Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn
Cathedral Hill Neighborhood Assn
Cow Hollow Assn
Dolores Heights Improvement Club
East Mission Improvement Assn
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Friends of the Music Concourse
Golden Gate Heights Neighborhood Assn
Greater Geary Blvd Merchants & Property Owners Assn
Laurel Heights Improvement Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club
Mission Housing Development Corp
OMI Neighbors in Action
Pacific Heights Residents Assn
Panhandle Residents Org Stanyan Fulton (PROSF)
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Assn
Richmond Community Assn
Russian Hill Neighbors
Sunset Heights Assn of Responsible People (SHARP)
Sunset Parkside Education & Action Cmte (SPEAK)
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
West of Twin Peaks Central Council
Hon Mike Antonini Kathryn Devincenzi, Attorney
John Bardis
Mary C & Al Harris
Judith Berkowitz
Judy Junghans
Sue Cauthen
Hon Fiona Ma
Penny Clark
Dick Millet
Sheryl Connell
Gary Noguera

❧❧❧❧❧
S p e c i a l t h a n k s t o O f fi c e D e p o t f o r
photocopying ser vices!

How to Reach Us

President: Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
1st VP: Penelope Clark • penelopeclark@yahoo.com
2nd VP: Angelique Mahan • angelmahan@hotmail.com
Recording Secretary: Demian Quesnel • dquesnel@usa.net
Corresponding Secretary: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jim Lew • emtjal@sbcglobal.net
Member-at-Large: Sue Cauthen • scau1321@aol.com
Member-at-Large: Lorraine Lucas • wozopozo@pacbell.net
Member-at-Large: Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net
Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net

Hosting Schedule
Oct
Nov
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• Cow Hollow Assn — CHA
Diamond Heights Community Assn — DHCA
• Ewing Terrace Neighborhood Assn — ETNA
Fair Oaks Community Coalition — FOCC

Approval of September 2009 Minutes

Officers’ Re ports
A. President
B. Vice Presidents
C. Secretaries
D. Treasurer

Unfinished Business

New Business

Program: Jay primus, SFMTA presenting proposed extension of parking
meter hours of operation

Adjournment

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

7:10

7:15

7:25

7:40

7:45

7:50

Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official voice of the Coalition for SF
Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4 organization.
To Submit Articles: Email articles by the 5th of the month to sfjberk@mac.com
Either inline text or an attached document can be used.
Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the opinion of the CSFN. We
invite material from member organizations as well as rebuttal to articles already printed.
We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member organizations may receive two
copies of the newsletter without charge. Subscription: Members/$10, Nonmembers/$15.

V i s i to r s : P l e a s e S i gn t h e G u e s t R eg i s t e r

CSFN meets the third Tuesday of each month except for December at
Northern Police Station, Turk & Fillmore Streets (Parking in rear off Turk)
Public Transit: Muni #22 Fillmore, 31 Balboa & 38 Geary Lines

Committee Action Items — written re por ts in Newsletter
A. Land Use & Housing
B. Open Space
C. Water Task Force
D. Tr anspor tation
E. Government & Elections

Call to Or der/Ascer tain Quorum
A. Introduction of Deleg ates and Guests / Shor t Announcements
B. Hosts
1. Diamond Heights Community Assn — DHCA
2. Cow Hollow Assn — CHA

II.

7:00

Sign In and Refreshments

I.

6:30

Next Meeting
Tuesday
Oct 20
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