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Challenge to the Market-Octavia Area Plan
The Board of Supervisors passed the Market-Octavia
Better Neighborhood Area Plan Ordinance on October 23,
2007. This Ordinance will allow for increased heights,
increased density, and reduced parking along transit
corridors (designated bus lines, light rail). The Ordinance
inserted the Market-Octavia Better Neighborhood Area
Plan into the General Plan, and approved the MarketOctavia EIR. Once the Market-Octavia Better
Neighborhood Area Plan is in the General Plan, the City
does nott have to conduct CEQA review of any housing
projects within the plan area as long as they conform to
the Market-Octavia Area Plan.

The Coalition for Adequate Review has retained attorneys
Alexander Henson and Mary Miles to litigate important
environmental and Government Code issues pertaining to
the Market-Octavia Plan. They are working without fee.

Why should you care about a part of the City where you
don’t live? Because if the new zoning is approved in this
one area, it can — and will — be applied in other areas.
In fact, it already has already been applied in the new
Eastern Neighborhoods Area Plan.

Please help with this effort!
The suggested donation is $100 – 500 or more; however no
amount is too big and none too small! If you or your
organization can give $1000, that would be fabulous!

Your neighborhood may be next.
This is our last shot to stop the Manhattanization of San
Francisco and retain the quality of life in our
neighborhoods. We are not opposed to growth; we want
growth that considers transit capacity, infrastructure
capacity, seismic issues, and realistic parking options.

Although the legal services are donated, legal costs
(photocopying the record) are not. They are estimated to be
about $15,000. If we spread this cost amongst the many
organizations and individuals who will be irreparably
harmed by the implementation of the Market-Octavia Plan
(and its identical twin coming soon to your neighborhood),
we can send a message that neighborhoods do not like
being ignored by city Planning.

Your immediate help is needed! The next two months are
critical.
Checks should be made payable to:
Alexander Henson, Attorney

and mail the check to:
Judith Berkowitz
1322 Florida Street
The pro bono lawyers (one of whom has successfully won
San Francisco CA 94110
similar suits in the past) have filed a lawsuit with the
Donate time.
following causes of action:
The attorney working on our behalf can use clerical help.
1) San Francisco’s General Plan does not comply with Please contact:
requirements in the Government Code, particularly
Mary Miles
with regard to the Housing and Land Use elements,
415-863-2310
and is therefore invalid.
It’s time to let the Planning Department know that they
2) The Market-Octavia Plan is not internally consistent
need to listen to neighborhood concerns. Take action now.
in many respects, and also is inconsistent with
Time is short.
elements of the General Plan.
Take action now!
3) The Market-Octavia Plan fails to comply in many
respects with requirements of CEQA (California
Please share this information with others who may be
Environmental Quality Act).
interested in challenging the Market-Octavia Plan.
Thank you!

rates at the SF Public Utilities Commission and at the Board of
Supervisors. Although we gained a small victory in getting the 3rd
My efforts continue relative to the Market-Octavia planning tier removed for water, we were ultimately unsuccessful in
area. I attended two meetings sponsored by, The Alliance for convincing the Commission or the BOS to change back to a flat
Comprehensive Planning, the group that is suing the city
rate structure, under which all residential ratepayers pay at the
over the M-O Plan. Several neighborhood groups have
same rate. The family tax is arbitrary, pernicious, unfair, and
contributed financially to the alliance but we are looking for discriminates against families.
much more funding to help the campaign move forward.
The entire effort taught us once again that the current ratesetting
(See cover article.) The two attorneys involved for the
process lacks sufficient oversight and protection of ratepayers’
plaintiffs have taken the case on a pro bono basis, but many
expenses occur day to day for preparing the legal record. It’s interests. To remedy this situation the Task Force proposed the
estimated that photocopying charges of the record could run establishment of an Office of Independent Ratepayer Advocate,
in the area of up to $15,000! Organizations (and individuals) similar to the Division of Ratepayer Advocates which exists at the
California PUC. Over the last year, the Task Force has succeeded
are strongly encouraged to make a generous contribution as
in helping write and shepherding through the Rules Committee in
soon as possible.
June a Charter Amendment establishing such an office with the
I also attended two hearings and testified at the BOS Rules
SFPUC. (See File #080638).
Committee. The committee vote to send CSFN’s Water Task
On July 15th, the BOS will decide whether to put this Charter
Force’s Ratepayer Advocate Charter amendment to the full
Amendment on the November ballot for a vote by the people.
Board for a vote.
Please help us obtain the support of the Supervisors by
In the coming months, we have some exciting programs
contacting their offices immediately.
tentatively scheduled for our General Assembly meetings. In
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
August, the director of the Planning Department, John
Rahaim will attend. In September, we will have a
Resolution adopted by CSFN General Assembly June 17, 2008
presentation about the new Central Subway.
brought by the Water Task Force and Land Use & Housing Committee
At our July General Assembly meeting, we will be
Whereas, the SFPUC 10-year rate forecasts for water and sewer
circulating the committee sign-up sheets again. Our goal is to service indicate continually escalating rates for San Francisco
have every delegate or alternative to sign up for at least one ratepayers; and
committee, and to actively participate in the ongoing
Whereas, SF ratepayers over 30 years will pay the costs of revenue
committee. More details will follow at the July GA meeting. bonds issued by the SFPUC to fund implementation of the $4.3
…Gary Noguera (MPIC) Billion Water System Improvement Program (Hetch Hetchy re-build),
the upcoming $4 billion Wastewater Master Plan, the Groundwater
Water Task Force Report —
M
aster Plan, the $150 million Westside Recycled Water Project and
Call to Action
future recycled water projects, and the $300.0 million SFPUC
Office of Independent Ratepayer
headquarters building; and
Advocate
Whereas, embedded in rates are the costs of other programs such as:
Charter Amendment
streetsweeping, funding of the Dept of the Environment, greening
In early 2007, as we entered yet another biennial ratesetting
initiatives, salaries of members of the mayor’s staff, child care and job
cycle at the SFPUC for water and wastewater rates, the
training programs, outreach programs, rebate programs, and from
CSFN Water Task Force put pen to paper to calculate the
Hetch Hetchy revenues otherwise available to the water and
actual impacts of the staff proposals on residential
wastewater divisions, costs of the Mayor’s Energy Conservation
ratepayers. The Task Force specifically examined the
Account (now the Sustainable Energy Account) and the Solar
impacts of the proposed tiered-rate structure targeted only at Incentive program; and
those ratepayers residing in single-family dwellings. Under
Whereas, in November 2002 (Prop E) voters forfeited their historic
a tiered-rate system, not only does the ratepayer’s bill
right to vote on SFPUC revenue bonds, and voters also removed the
increase with increasing unit consumption, but the unit cost
historic Charter requirement that the Board of Supervisors vote
of water and sewer increases as well.
affirmatively to approve any revenue bonds proposed by the SFPUC;
Our calculations showed that the tiered-rate system
and
penalizes families, or indeed, any household with multiple
Whereas, there is currently inadequate oversight protection in place
members whose water and sewer use is measured by the
for the ratepayer in the ratemaking process and in the deliberations
same meter. Using several different household size and
prior to adoption of policies which affect rates, as evidenced by the
usage models, we demonstrated that, for example,
imposition of tiered rates which unfairly impose a “family tax” on
comparing a 4-person household using 3 units of water and
larger households; therefore, be it
sewer per person per month with a 1-person household
Resolved, that the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
using 3 units of water and sewer per person per month, the
strongly supports the proposed Charter Amendment creating the
family household actually pays 96% more than they would
O
ffice of Independent Ratepayer Advocate, and be it further
pay under a flat rate structure. We dubbed this difference
R
e
solved, that the CSFN urges the Board of Supervisors to place
“the Family Tax.”
this proposed Charter Amendment on the November 2008 Ballot
CSFN unanimously endorsed the Water Task Force’s
for a vote by the people of San Francisco.
opposition to the tiered rate system and fought against tiered
…Joan Girardot (MCIPOA) Chair

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Land Use & Housing Committee –
Report of July 7, 2008 Meeting

The Regular Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing
Committee was convened by Chair Hiroshi Fukuda on
Monday, July 7, 2008 at 5:47p.m. in the Community Room of
the Northern Police Station at Turk and Fillmore Streets.
The Committee considered the following items:
1. Eastern Neighborhood Area Plan. The Committee voted to
recommend to the General Assembly the following
resolution:
Resolved the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
strongly urges the Planning Commission and the Board of
Supervisors not to take any action to amend the Planning
Code, pursuant to the Eastern Neighborhood Area Plan
Amendments of the General Plan and the San Francisco
Planning Code.
2. Demolition/major. The Committee voted to recommend to
the General Assembly the following resolution:
Resolved The Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
urges the Planning Department and the Department of
Building Inspection to issue promptly Notices of Violation
and Stop Work Orders against any construction project in
San Francisco in violation of the Planning Code and/or the
Building Code due to developers failing to file the required
Demolition and/or Building Permit Application(s); and be it
further
Resolved The Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
requests the Board of Supervisors to hold public hearings
on these violations of the Planning Code and Building Code
and the lack of enforcement of San Francisco’s Planning
and Building Codes.
3. Japantown Better Neighborhood Area Plan
4. Market-Octavia Area Plan. Need to write member
organizations and individuals then follow up with phone
calls for their help.
5. Planning Department Fee increases at Board of
Supervisors. The CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee
voted to oppose the proposed fee increase for Discretionary
Review (DR) from $300 to $500 at the Board of
Supervisors Budget & Finance Committee meeting on July
9, 2008. The CSFN General Assembly voted to oppose an
increase in fees the last time it was proposed.
The next regular meeting of the Committee will be held on
Monday, August 11, 2008 at 5:30PM in the Community
Room of the Northern Police Station located at Turk and
Fillmore Streets.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:43PM.
…Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) Chair

Executive Committee Report
June 26, 2008
The CSFN ExCom was called to order at 7:10 pm at
Northern Police Station by Chair Mark Sherman. Present
were ExCom members Berkowitz, Noguera, Millet, Wilson,
Lew, Mahan, Girardot, Cauthen, and Sherman. Clark was
excused absent. Guest: Barbara Austin (FHCA).
Officers’ Reports:
President Noguera – Noted that he is in a transitional mode
to becoming President. Is spending time on Market-Octavia
and that he is going to work on raising money for the
attorneys (Miles and Henson) for the legal challenge.
1st VP Sherman – No report
2nd VP Clark – Absent
Treasurer Lew – $12,000 current balance and recommended
discussing during new business investing excess in a
certificate of deposit.
Recording Secretary – Newsletter has an early deadline, 7/
6/08, since the July meeting is 7/15/08.
Corresponding Secretary – no report
Program for July – TBD
Unfinished Business – July meeting speaker TBD
New Business – Voted to recommend to the General
Assembly contribute $1,000 to the Market-Octavia legal team
(Alliance for Comprehensive Planning). Also, Jim Lew
agreed to research interest rates on various certificates of
deposit and report at the next ExComm meeting.
New Applications – Received presentations from Rincon
Hill and Eureka Valley Promotions Assn. The committee
voted to approve EVPA; they will make a presentation at the
July General Assembly meeting. Rincon Hill does not have
the requisite dues-paying members and the Committee thus
agreed to postpone any recommendation until they could
verify a sufficient number of members.
Adjournment – The June ExCom meeting was adjourned at
8:45 pm.
The next ExCom meeting will be July 23rd at 7:00 pm at
Northern Station.
…Mark Sherman (CHA) Chair
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Land Use & Housing • Monday 5:30PM August 11 • Northern Station •
Chair Hiroshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com • 386-2632
Gov’t & Elections • Chair Melinda LaValle • melindalavalle@aol.com
Bylaws • Chair Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilson@earthlink.net • 566-7826
Open Space • Chair Nancy Wuerfel nancenumber1@aol.com • 7316432, R. Albright 621-9621
Water Task Force • Chair Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Transportation • Chair Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net •
469-8899
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CSFN Draft Minutes
General Assembly Meeting
June 17, 2008
1. Call to Order. President Gary Noguera (MPIC) brought
the meeting to order at 7:03 at Northern Police Station.
a. Quorum declared. Delegates and alternates represented
20 CSFN member organisations. 4 guests attended.
b. Agenda approved.
c. Introductions. Delegates and guests introduced
themselves. Hosts Rae Doyle (Greater West Portal
Neighborhood Assn, GWPNA); and John Bardis (Inner
Sunset Action Committee, ISAC) described their
organisations’ objectives, history, and current issues.
2. Minutes. The May draft minutes were approved as printed
on p 4 of the June newsletter.
3. Officers’ Reports.
a. President Noguera (MPIC) announced that Senator
Yee would not be able to come from Sacramento to
swear in new officers. Last minute attempts to find a
replacement proved futile. Since the swearing-in is not
necessary because new officers assume duties at the end
of the May meeting, we will forego it this year. •
Attended Rules Committee for Ratepayer Advocate
PUC. • Fundraise for M-O suit. (See President’s Report
in ExComm Report p. 3 this newsletter)
b. 1st VP Sherman (CHA) announced that the ExComm
meeting will be next Wednesday June 25 7:00PM,
Northern Station.
c. 2nd VP Clark (RHN). No report.
d. Treasurer Lew (NBN) submitted a written report. He
is researching CDs and other interest-bearing
investments for funds over and above necessary liquid
minimum in account.

and Water Task Force (Joan Girardot): Resolved, that the
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods strongly
supports the proposed Charter Amendment creating
the Office of Independent Ratepayer Advocate, and be
it further Resolved, that the CSFN urges the Board of
Supervisors to place this proposed Charter
Amendment on the November 2008 Ballot for a vote
by the people of San Francisco. Resolution carried: 150-3.
b. Water Task Force: Chair Joan Girardot (MCIPOA)
recapped Ratepayer Advocate progress and upcoming
hearings at Board of Supervisors Rules Committee:
Friday June 20 10:00AM Room 263 City Hall.
c. Newsletter: Production Manager Judith Berkowitz
(EMIA) noted that the hardcopy of the June newsletter
looks a bit different than previous editions due to software
compatibility. The online PDF version has been
aesthetically altered.
5. Unfinished Business
6. New Business
7. Program: DA’s Office was a no-show.
8. Announcements. Former delegate Linda Chapman has
offered her home for a fundraising party.
9. Adjournment. The June CSFN General Assembly meeting
was adjourned at 8:20PM.
…Judith Berkowitz (EMIA) Recording Secretary
We note with extreme sorrow the death last month of
Tony Sacco, longtime neighborhood activist, CSFN
delegate from New Mission Terrace Neighborhood
Assn, and friend.
Our deepest sympathies go out to Tony’s family for
their loss.

4. Committee Reports.
a. Land Use & Housing: Chair Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA)
noted the Committee report is on page 3 of the June
newsletter. • Market-Octavia determination was on
April 30. • Attorneys Mary Miles and Alexander
Henson filed suit in the name of the group Coaltion for
Adequate Review against M-O Plan. They are working
pro bono, but we are helping by raising funds for the
photocopying effort. • Sutro Tower: Motion: The
Committee voted to recommend to the General
Assembly a Resolution urging the Board of Supervisors
to grant a 60-day continuance. Motion passed: 17-0. •
Resolution brought to General Assembly from LU&H
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Mel Apuya and Leah Rowell represented Senator Leland Yee’s office
at the CSFN June meeting

CSF N officers for 2008–2009:Treasurer Jim Lew, 2nd VP Penelope Clark, Corresponding Secretary Dick Millet, Recording S ecretary Judith B erkowitz,
President Gary Noguera, 1st VP Mark S her man, ExCo mm Member-at-Large Joan Girardot. Not pictured:at-Large Members Angelique Mahan and Sue
Cauthen, Parlia mentarian Evelyn Wilson.

Link+ Means More Books — Pro
North Beach Neighbors is pleased to support Link+, t he library’s
efficient new system to expand its book supply.
Link+ i s an i nter-library book borrowing network t hat gives
participants access to the b ook collections of 4 9 l ibraries and
universities throughout California. This means that when p atrons
of San Francisco Public Library (SFPL) want t o take o ut a book,
they can electronically browse the shelves of all the l ibraries in t he
system and order t he book on-line.
This provides faster response – patrons can get a book in days
instead of weeks – and enhances t he library experience for all S an
Francisco residents. It v astly enlarges the scope of the current
system by providing card holders with access to an additional 23
million books. (SFPL currently owns about t wo million b ooks.)
The Board of Supervisors library advisory committee voted
unanimously i n favor of Link+. By expanding the scope of
individual l ibrary systems, t hey said, such inter-library cooperation
benefits all patrons.
Earlier, the Library Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) objected
to the $115 l ost b ook fee imposed by the Link+ consortium. San
Francisco library administration pledged i n writing to n egotiate
with other Link+ libraries to p ermit replacement of the l ost b ook i n
lieu of the fee. City Librarian Luis Herrera told the C AC t hat the
library would pick up the cost, if necessary, i n o rder to assure t hat
there was no hardship f or any Link+ user.
This year, San F rancisco Public Library patrons h ave borrowed
over 30,000 books from other libraries v ia Link+. Of these, o nly
five have been l ost or damaged. Herrera says that three of these
fees were waived, “one patron paid a l esser amount (probably fair
market value of the l ost item)” and o ne paid the full amount.
North Beach Neighbors also has n o objections to the new fee
schedule. These relatively benign charges h ave not changed since
2001. Herrera said t hese fees could also be waived, if necessary.
(In any event, the Board of S upervisors retains fi nal control over
library fi nes and fees.)
Importantly, the charge f or overdue books does not increase. It
remains at five cents a day for seniors and t en cents a d ay for
adults. By contrast, M arin County l ibraries charge t hirty cents a
day across-the-board.
…Sue Cauthen (NBN)

Lost Book Fees: Another View – Con
On May 1, 2008, the Library Commission voted to send to the
Supervisors, proposed legislation o n new and revised public
library fi nes and fees. Fees have risen, but none so much as
fees for lost and d amaged materials owned by other libraries
using the Link system.
The library went active with this system for inter-library
borrowing in February 2007 after months of negotiation
without public notice and without action by the Library
Commission or Supervisors until this April. Charges have
already been levied for some time without authorization.
The borrower has no choice but to use the Link+ system if the
material is available on that system. The lending library sets
the fee (the replacement fee set by Link+ is currently $115 per
item) and h as the o ption of d emanding the fee. It is misleading
for Public Library officials to say that the charge is no longer
mandatory. More reasonable fees for loss from alternative
inter-library loans have been replacement fee plus $10.
In addition under existing law, the Supervisors must approve
all fines and fees. In the proposed legislation only the
Controller and the Library Commission would have to approve
— the Board of Supervisors would no longer act on future
changes/increases to the fines and fees.
The library has been charging these fees for some time,
without ever discussing them with, or getting approval from
the Board of Supervisors or the Library Commission. The
proposed legislation states, “All fines and fees previously
charged for the use of library materials and services are h ereby
ratified.” Sec. 8.1-2(d).
The Supervisors may take up the proposed legislation very
shortly. We urge the CSFN and its neighborhood organizations
to write to their supervisors to reject this ill-conceived and
inadequately reviewed legislation.
… Ma r y H e l e n B r i s c o e ( P R O S F )
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A Saved St. Luke’s Looking Good

Update on SFGH Helipad

(July, 5, 2008) This week, a special Blue Ribbon Panel concluded
four months of investigation by unanimously recommending that
St. Luke’s be rebuilt as an acute care community hospital. The
panel is suggesting that the new facility, housing 60 to 80 beds, be
constructed next to the existing site on César Chavez Street. The
old facility would remain open during the building process
coming down only after the new hospital is built.
The Blue Ribbon Panel’s recommendations include: rebuilding a
new acute care, community hospital on the St. Luke’s campus that
will be a Center of Excellence in Community Health and will
promote care models and community organizations that reduce
the need for hospitalization. Services included should be those of
greatest need to the surrounding community based on today’s
needs.
These services would include: ER, Urgent Care, ICU, Pediatrics,
Skilled Nursing, a Center of Excellence in low-intervention OB,
Medical/Surgical (such as cardiac and respiratory), and Center of
Excellence in Senior Health (such as orthopedics and physical
rehab).
Current services and care would be maintained during
construction, and every effort would be made toward staff
recruitment and retention. The preferred option is to build the new
hospital on the space from the loading dock to the doctors’
parking lot.
The recommendations will be presented later this summer to
California Pacific’s directors. Next, the CPMC Board of Directors
will decide whether to accept the recommendations, and in the fall
there will be a hearing at City Hall to review what CPMC decides.
We may still need to struggle over exact number of beds.
The Blue Ribbon Panel included participants such as CNA, SEIUUHW, St Luke’s doctors Laura Norell, Ken Barnes, Ed Kersh,
Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center, Supervisor Alioto-Pier,
Catherine Dodd for the Mayor’s Office, Roma Guy for Supervisor
Ammiano, and SF Public Health Director Dr. Mitch Katz.
“If I were a betting person, I’d be very optimistic” about passage,
said the panel’s chairman, Stephen Shortell, dean of the UCBerkeley School of Public Health. “All the data pointed to the
need for an acute-care community hospital. If St. Luke’s were to
close, it would leave a big gap south of Market.” He said the new
hospital would place a large emphasis on disease prevention.”
This report was compiled from information in Elizabeth
Fernandez’, July 3 Chronicle article, July 2 Press Release From
California Nurses’ Association, and a July 2 Official News
Release from Supervisor Angela Alioto-Pier.
For continuing updates or to post comments go to

Safety Concerns Increase
Three More Medical Helicopters Crash
Since June 8, 2008
th

These latest crashes, in Flagstaff and Ash Fork AZ, on June 29
h
and June 27 , caused 7 deaths and 6 serious injuries. The latest
th
crash on June 29 was an aviation nightmare involving two
helicopters both trying to land at the Flagstaff Medical Center at
the same time when they crashed into each other. Once on the
ground they each exploded causing fires and injuries to rescue
workers. This happened on a Sunday afternoon with clear skies
and no winds. These helicopters were within a mile of the
Medical Center when they collided. Imagine the destruction if
this occurred within a mile of the SFGH Medical Center.
Similarly, the wreckage from the La Crosse WI crash that killed
3 was scattered “over a quarter mile of hilly terrain.” One might
also describe Potrero Hill as “hilly terrain”.
Since February 5, 2008 there have been 8 medical helicopters
destroyed in 7 crashes for a total of 17 deaths and 11 serious
injuries. These crashes took place in Texas, Wisconsin,
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Texas, and the latest two were in
Arizona.
th

Closer to home, early on July 4 , 2008, a helicopter crashed
near I-680, just north of Fremont CA, killing the pilot and
passenger and starting a 10-acre brush fire. (This was not a
medical helicopter and has not been included in above
statistics). However, two of the medical helicopter crashes also
caused huge fires and one hospital had to be evacuated as a
result of the crash and explosion on the hospital’s roof.
SFGH has to consider the architecture of the homes around the
hospital. This is a densely populated neighborhood comprised
of Victorian and Edwardian wooden homes and flats. Recently,
Oakland Fire Battalion Chief Lorenzo Frediani was interviewed
about the extreme difficulty in fighting fire in these types of
neighborhoods. “You have to hit fires in these old Victorians
hard and fast… these buildings burn very fast because of the
framing and 100-year-old wood.” (SF Chronicle 7/5/08)
Three SF policemen died in helicopter crashes before the SF
Police helicopter program was closed. After the third policeman
died, City Supervisor Tom Ammiano said, “Unfortunately, the
city of San Francisco has had a history of tragedy in and around
the use of helicopters.” (SF Chronicle 1/14/2000). Nothing has
changed since then. Let’s learn from history.
In other helipad news, UCSF Mission Bay continues to plan for
www.savestlukes.org
…Grace D’Anca (OMI-NIA) a helipad on the roof of their new hospital despite neighbors’
attempts to show that there are other safer locations for their
How to Reach Us
helipad. There is also a rumor that the VA at Fort Miley is
President: Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net • 469-8899
planning to build a helipad at their site. Is there any basis to this
1st VP: Mark Sherman • masher500@yahoo.com
2nd VP: Penelope Clark • penelopeclark@yahoo.com
rumor???
Recording Secretary: Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
For more information about helipad-related problems or in
Corresponding Secretary: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
order to help The Neighbors of SFGH, please visit the
Treasurer: Jim Lew • emtjal@sbcglobal.net
Member-at-Large: Sue Cauthen • scau1321@aol.com
stophelipad.com website and sign the online petition.
Member-at-Large: Joan Girardot • 346-5525
…Karen Cliffe (EMIA)
Member-at-Large: Angelique Mahan • angelmahan@hotmail.com
Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilson@earthlink.net
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July Meeting Hosts:

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

Laurel Heights Improvement
Association

David Winthrop Allen Family Trust
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798
San Francisco Police Officers’ Assn

The Laurel Heights Improvement Association of San
Francisco, Inc. was established in 1950 shortly after the tract
was built on a former cemetery site to satisfy post-war
housing demand.

Committee on Jobs
Haight Ashbury Improvement Assn
Retired Firemen & Widows Assn of SFFD
Russian Hill Neighbors

BENEFACTORS

PATRONS

SPONSORS

Beginning in 1986, the association waged an epic legal
battle against the UC Regents’ attempt to convert an
adjoining ten-acre site to a major biochemical research
laboratory with about 150 exhaust stacks and an
underground animal experimentation facility.

Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn
Cathedral Hill Neighborhood Assn
Cow Hollow Assn
Diamond Heights Community Assn
Dolores Heights Improvement Club
East Mission Improvement Assn
Ewing Terrace Neighborhood Assn
Fair Oaks Community Coalition
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Friends of the Music Concourse
Golden Gate Heights Neighborhood Assn
Greater Geary Blvd Merchants & Property Owners Assn
Laurel Heights Improvement Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club
New Mission Terrace Improvement Assn
North Beach Neighbors
OMI Neighbors in Action
Pacific Heights Residents Assn
Panhandle Residents Org Stanyan Fulton (PROSF)
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Assn
Richmond Community Assn
Sunset Heights Assn of Responsible People (SHARP)
Sunset Parkside Education & Action Cmte (SPEAK)
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
Twin Peaks Improvement Assn
West of Twin Peaks Central Council
Hon Mike Antonini
Hon Mark Leno
Barbara Austin
Phil Lesser
John Bardis
Hon Fiona Ma
Judith Berkowitz
Charlotte Maeck
Sue Cauthen
Hon Carole Migden
Sheryl Connell
Dick Millet
David Crommie
Gary Noguera
Karen Crommie
Linda Peterson
Mary C & Al Harris
Hon Gerardo Sandoval
Larry & BJ Holmberg
Andrew Segal
Hon Quentin & Mara Kopp
Patricia Vaughey
Denise LaPointe

The Laurel Heights Association obtained a landmark
decision from the California Supreme Court which found the
Regents’ environmental impact report inadequate and
clarified the law requiring consideration of alternatives even
if the developer claims all impacts will be mitigated. The
case also established the test that the environmental effects
of reasonably foreseeable future action must be analyzed to
prevent developers from piecemealing a project. This
decision remains a major environmental precedent to this
day. After about eleven years of various litigation handled
pro bono for the community, the Regents abandoned the
laboratory plan, tore out the small laboratory they had built
during the suit, and acquired property in Mission Bay for
their laboratories. They wasted about $150 million fighting
the Laurel Heights community rather than admitting that the
Laurel Heights site was the wrong place for such a
laboratory. Your tax dollars at work.
…Kathy Devincenzi (LHIA)

Jordan Park Improvement Association
The Jordan Park Improvement Association (JPIA) represents
approximately 300 households within our boundaries of
California, Geary, Arguello and Parker. JPIA is dedicated to
preserving the unique residential character and integrity of our
neighborhood.
Named in the Town and Country national magazine as one of
the most desirable “intercity neighborhoods” in the United
States, JPIA has been involved in:
• In-street bumps for Traffic Calming within the
neighborhood
• Re-directing the 2 Clement MUNI bus line around our
neighborhood
• Working with the Planning Commission and two large
developers to ensure adequate parking and density of new
developments on the boundaries of the neighborhood
• One of the best annual Block Parties in the City
…Rich Worner (JPIA)

S p e c i a l t h a n k s t o O f fi c e D e p o t f o r
photocopying services!

Hosting Schedule
July
Aug
Sept
Oct
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• Jordan Park Improvement Assn — JPIA
Laurel Heights Improvement Assn — LHIA
• Haight Ashbury Improvement Assn — HAIA
North Beach Neighbors — NBN
• Excelsior District Improvement Assn — EDIA
New Mission Terrace Improvement Assn — NMTIA
• Miraloma Park Improvement Club — MPIC
Marina Civic Impvnt & Prprty Owners Assn — MCIPOA

Call to Order/Ascer tain Quorum
A. Introduction of Deleg ates and Guests / Shor t Announcements
B. Hosts
1. Jordan Park Improvement Association — JPIA
2. Laurel Heights Improvement Association — LHIA

Approval of June Minutes

Officers’ Re ports
A. President
B. Vice-Presidents: 2 recommendationsfrom ExComm, p.3
C. Secretaries
D. Treasurer

Committee Action Items — written re por ts in Newsletter
A. Land Use & Housing: 2 resos, p. 3
B. Open Space
C. Water Task Force
E. Tr anspor tation
F. Gover nment & Elections

Unfinished Business

New Business

Program: Parking, congestion pricing, upgrade of meters and
implanting of computer chips in streets
Speaker: Tod Dykstra, Streetline

Adjournment

II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

7:00

7:15

7:20

7:30

7:55

8:00

8:15

9:00

Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official voice of the Coalition for SF
Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4 organization.
To Submit Articles: email articles by the 5th of the month to sfjberk@mac.com.
Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the opinion of the CSFN. We
invite material from member organizations as well as rebuttal to articles already printed.
We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member organizations receive the
newsletter without charge. Subscription: Members/$10, Nonmembers/$15.

V i s i to r s P l e a s e S i gn t he V i s i to r s R o s t e r

CSFN meets the third Tuesday of the each month except for December at
Northern Police Station, Turk & Fillmore Streets (Parking in rear off Turk)
Public Transit: Muni #22 Fillmore, 31 Balboa & 38 Geary Lines

Sign In and Refreshments

I.

6:30

AGENDA
General Assembly Meeting
July 15, 2008

Next Meeting
Tuesday
July 15

Contents

1
2
2
3
3
4
5
5
6
6
7
Challenge to Market-Octavia Plan......
President’s Message ...........................
Water Task Force Report.....................
LU&H Report ........................................
ExComm Report...................................
June Draft Minutes ..............................
Link+: Pro.............................................
Link+: Con............................................
St Luke’s Update..................................
SFGH Helipad Update – 3 Crashes!...
Hosts: Laurel Heights, Jordan Park....

LU&H — p. 3 Reso concerning Eastern Neighborhoods Plan;
Reso concerning demolitions
ExComm — p. 3 Contribution to M-O photocopying
New member recommendation: Eureka Valley

ACTION ITEMS
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