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As a City, we need a smart and balanced approach to crime.
That means homicides, gangs and gun violence should be our
top priority because they’re such serious, heinous crimes. But
we also need to tackle the drug sellers on the corners and the
offenses that degrade our quality of life.
Street crimes like drug dealing, vandalism and other and
quality of life offenses impact the most people — we’re all
more likely to be affected by those than any other crime. So,
these crimes must be a priority as well.
When it comes to drug crimes, things are changing in San
Francisco. Last year, our office prosecuted more than 3,000
drug felonies and achieved a 78 percent conviction rate. That’s
up from 56 percent in 2003. And we’re getting stiffer sentences
for people who repeatedly deal drugs. Last year, the number of
drug sellers sentenced to state prison increased by 34 percent
compared to 2003.
We’re taking a new approach to quality of life crimes, too. Last
year, we secured more than 2,000 misdemeanor convictions for
the types of crimes that keep people indoors and out of
businesses — everything from public drunkenness and
vandalism to theft and battery. We turned down plea bargains
and went to trial in three times the number of street crime
cases, winning more than 70 percent of those trials in front of
tough judges and juries.
None of this comes at the expense of our effort to hold
murderers and violent criminals accountable, nor should it. Our
office has the highest conviction rate for serious and violent
offenses in San Francisco since 1995. Ninety-two percent of
the City’s gun cases resulted in a conviction last year, and our
prosecutors won 90 percent of the City’s homicide trials.
We’re proud of the progress we’ve made, but clearly much
more has to be done. We should work hard to prevent crimes
from happening in the first place, and community members and
law enforcement should work hand-in-hand to that end.
Answer the call for jury service, report crimes when they
happen, and attend your local police station monthly meeting.
Together, we can make San Francisco a safer city for everyone.
…District Attorney Kamala D. Harris

In San Francisco, the prevailing wisdom in City Hall seems to be that
neighborhoods are a “nuisance” and are treated with disdain. On the
other hand, businesses are treated with great deference. This misguided
conventional wisdom would have us believe that the neighborhoods are
a drag on the economy.
However, we, as delegates from the member organizations of the
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods, have a different opinion.
The residential neighborhoods play an important, if not the most
important, role in the economic as well as the political life of San
Francisco. The following statistics support the neighborhoods' vital role
in our city's economic well-being and the urgency of including them
fully in San Francisco's political life and governmental priorities.
• 770,000 People. Obviously 100% of the 770,000 people of San
Francisco live in the neighborhoods of our city. What could be a
more important economically in San Francisco than the fact that
770,000 consumers live in the city’s neighborhoods?
• 430,259 Voters. All the 430,259 registered voters of San Francisco
live in the neighborhoods. What political entity in our city could be
more important than the one which includes all the voters who elect
the officials who govern our city?
• 358,000 Households. The neighborhoods of San Francisco include
all the residential buildings which contain the 358,000 households in
which live all 777,000 citizens of San Francisco.
• $74 Billion Property Value. The value of the residential properties
in San Francisco is over $74 billion. This is two-thirds of the total
$114 billion value of all real estate in San Francisco.
• $600 Million Property Taxes. The neighborhoods pay two-thirds of
the total $914 million in property taxes collected each year by our
city government.
• 422,500 Workers. 422,500 workers live in San Francisco’s
neighborhoods. Their estimated total annual wages and salaries
exceed $13 billion a year.
• Over $10 Billion Consumer Spending. Through their estimated $10
billion expenditures from their estimated $13 billion annual earnings,
the 777,000 residents in San Francisco’s neighborhoods purchase
over one-half of the goods and services produced and sold by the
businesses of San Francisco.
• 200,000 Jobs Supported. Through their estimated $10 billion
consumer expenditures, the people of San Francisco’s neighborhoods
support businesses which employ over 200,000 workers in our city,
i.e., more than one-third of the 560,000 persons employed in San
Francisco.
San Francisco’s neighborhoods play not just an important role both in
the political life of our city and in the economy of our city but perhaps
play the most important economic and political role in San Francisco.
CSFN members, please use the above points to emphasize the
neighborhoods' significance for City officials whenever you sense that
they need to be more aware of it.
…John Bardis (ISAC)

UPDATE on SFGH HELIPAD:

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

FOUR FATAL MEDICAL HELICPOTER
CRASHES IN THE U.S.
IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS

How exciting it is to be honored with the role of CSFN
president! I will do my all to further the goals of our
organization during my tenure. I am working closely with
President-emeritus Berkowitz for a smooth transition to
make my presidency the most effective as possible.
At the top of the list of issues I’m dealing with is the
Market-Octavia Area Plan.
All delegates should be stimulating interest with their
organizations to counter this ill-advised planning project.
More information will be forthcoming from the Land Use &
Housing Committee. Please keep Market-Octavia at the top
of your radar lists.
…Gary Noguera (MPIC)

One of the cost-cutting measures in the new City budget is a
reduction in the number of hours the operating rooms at SFGH are
open. Despite this and other serious impacts on basic health care
provided to San Francisco residents, SFGH is continuing to pursue
their helipad proposal. (Remember, a helipad at SFGH is not
needed in times of mass disaster as UCSF Mission Bay has already
promised in writing that in times of disaster, their helipad will be
available to the City).
Services to the homeless, mentally ill and substance abusers are
being cut in this disastrous budget shortfall. How can the City in
good conscience offer upgraded trauma care to Bay Area patients
already being cared for the other Bay Area Trauma Centers when
our own citizens have so many unmet needs?
FOUR DISASTROUS EMERGENCY MEDICAL HELICOPTER
STAFFING THE NEWSLETTER
CRASHES IN THE USA IN MAY AND JUNE
Thanks for offering!
• On May 11, 2008 a medical helicopter crashed and killed 3
people near La Crosse, WI
Most of you who attended last month’s Assembly meeting
•
On
May 29, 2008 a medical helicopter exploded and burned on
returned the Newsletter Questionnaire and we thank you
the roof of a 9 story hospital in Grand Rapids MI, the
for your offers of participation in the newsletter-making
passengers were seriously injured and the hospital had to be
process. While most respondents don’t feel ready to take
evacuated.
•
On
May 30, a medical helicopter crashed in Pottsville PA with
on the mantle of Editor, several of you said you would do
3
aboard
injured
proofreading and copy-editing, and several others offered
• On June 8, a medical helicopter crashed in Huntsville TX and
to call member groups a month ahead to see what the local
all 4 aboard were killed
issues are and solicit an article.
Investigators of the La Crosse crash reported that next to military
helicopters,
emergency medical helicopters have the most frequent
Thank you to Evelyn Wilson, Sue Cauthen and Aaron
number
of
crashes
and the highest death rate. Comparing crash
Goodman for offering to call members to seek out articles
rate by number of hours flown, commercial airliners would have to
on timely topics once a month. Thank you to Gerry
crash at a rate of 90 a year in order to match the number of
Crowley and Aaron Goodman for offering to proofread the medical helicopter crashes. From 2000 to 2005 10% of all medical
stories we receive. Thanks to Dan Liberthson for offering helicopters crashed. National helicopter safety expert, Kristine
Negroni states, “you don’t kill people to save people; it is as
his copy-editing skills. Thank you, Aaron Goodman for
simple as that.”
offering to edit the newsletter — we’ll get back to you to
Please visit www.stophelipad.com website to sign our petition and
go over the duties of the newsletter editor; some years ago to view video of these most recent medical helicopter tragedies.
…Karen Cliffe (EMIA)
the Newsletter Committee developed Guidelines for

producing the newsletter and the assembly ratified them,
so that we would have a mutually agreed modus operandi.
Thanks to Judith Berkowitz, who continues with this issue
to receive the newsletter text at her e-address, do some
cursory proofreading and make up the layout. After the
newsletter is printed, Dick Millet, Corresponding
Secretary, picks up the copies, affixes the stamps and
labels, and takes it to be mailed.
If you weren’t present last meeting, we will have copies of
the Newsletter Questionnaire and you are invited to offer
your skills. Computer skills and layout skills are still
needed.
…Mary Anne Miller (SPEAK) Newsletter Advisory
Committee

This is not SFGH… but it could be. (May 29, 2008 Grand Rapids MI)
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Land Use & Housing Committee –
Report of June 9, 2008 Meeting

Executive Committee Report
May 28, 2008

The Regular Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing
Committee was convened by Chair Hiroshi Fukuda on Monday,
June 9, 2008 at 5:45 p.m. in the Community Room of the
Northern Police Station at Turk and Fillmore Streets.
The Committee considered the following items:
1. Market Octavia Area Plan
2. Sutro Tower: Resolved that CSFN urges the Board of
Supervisors to continue the hearing on Sutro Tower for 60
days.
3. Mission/Eastern Neighborhood Area Plan is on the fast track.
Only three Planning Commissioners are left to hear and vote
on this Area Plan.
4. Academy of Art
5.Water Task Force: Resolved that CSFN supports the PUC to
add a position of Rate Payer Advocate to analyze any rate
increase from the point of view of the rate payer.
The next regular meeting of the Committee will be held on
Monday, July 14, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room of
the Northern Police Station located at Turk and Fillmore Streets.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00P.M.
…Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) Chairman

Eastern Neighborhoods
Planning Hearings
Upcoming Eastern Neighborhoods Planning Hearings
The Eastern Neighborhoods Adoption Hearings are scheduled
to take place in June. Hearings will take place at both the
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors. A
schedule of upcoming hearings and topics covered is listed
below. The hearings schedule along with more detailed list of
topics can also be found on the website at:
http://www.sfgov.org/site/planning_index.asp?id=
25288#schedule
Planning Commission Hearings:
• June 12: Topics include a discussion of how the Eastern
Neighborhoods Program would be implemented.
• June 19: Topics include discussion of projects that are
already in the planning process, certification of the EIR, and
addressing additional questions from the Planning
Commission.
Board of Supervisors Land Use Committee Hearings:
• June 16: Topics include a discussion of how the Eastern
Neighborhoods Program would be implemented.
• June 23: Topics include discussion of projects that are
already in the planning process, certification of the EIR, and
addressing additional questions from the Board of
Supervisors.
Info: http://en-hearings.sfplanning.org
If you have any questions, please contact 575-9097 or email
Eastern.Neighborhoods@sfgov.org
…Judith Berkowitz (EMIA)

The CSFN ExCom began at 7:20 pm at Northern Police
Station. Present were ExCom members Berkowitz, Noguera,
Clark, Wilson, and Sherman. Millet, Lew, Mahan, and
Cauthen were excused absent. Girardot was unexcused
absent. Noguera acted as meeting chairman. There was no
quorum.
Officers’ Reports
President Berkowitz: Attended Potrero Boosters Dinner at
Mission Bay Center, SFT Dinner where Kathy Devincenzi
received the Unsung Hero Award, and attended Eastern
Neighborhoods hearings at Planning Commission and BOS
Land Use & Economic Development Committee. Also noted
the Market-Octavia Plan, which is being challenged by
attorney Mary Miles. Finally, indicated that each meeting
should have “One Speaker with One Topic,” and should be
placed at the end of the meeting agenda otherwise they
become too difficult to manage.
1st Vice President Noguera: Noted that he is in a transitional
mode to becoming President and is already concentrating on
grant writing for a third revenue stream.
2nd VP Clark: Letter regarding Fisher Museum sent to
Pacific Heights Residents Association.
Treasurer Lew: Absent
Acting Recording Secretary Millet: Absent
Corresponding Secretary Millet: Absent
Program for June: Office of District Attorney Kamala
Harris
Unfinished Business: New member applicant Parkmerced
Residents Assn presented info, but in lieu of a quorom, no
action could be taken by ExComm. We will re-consider with
the other new member apps at upcoming ExComm meetings.
Meeting completion: The May ExCom meeting ended at
8:10 pm
The next ExCom meeting will be June 25th at 7:00 pm at
Northern Station
…Mark Sherman (CHA) Chair
CO M M I T T E E M E E T I N G S
Land Use & Hous ing • Monday 5:30 pm July 14 • Northern Station •
Chai r Hi roshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com • 386-2632
Gov ’ t & El ect ions • Chair Melinda LaValle • melindalavalle@aol.com
B y l a w s • Chair Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregpar l@earthlink.net • 566-7826
Open Space • Chai r Nancy Wuerfel • nancenumber1@aol.com • 731-6432,
R . A l b r i ght • 621- 9621
W a t e r T a s k F o r c e • C ha i r J oan G i r a r dot • 346- 5525
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • Gary Noguera• garynoguera@earthlink.net• 469-8899
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CSFN Draft Minutes
General Assembly Meeting
May 20, 2008
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER by Pres. Judith Berkowitz at
7:03 pm at Northern Police Station, Tuesday, 20 MAY 2008 with
introduction of Delegates and Guests.
QUORUM ASCERTAINED: 22 organizations and 8+ guests
attending.
PRESENTATION by HOST ORGANIZATIONS: Fair Oaks
Community Coalition (FOCC) and Golden Gate Heights
Neighborhood Assoc. (GGHNA) provided the refreshments.
ITEMS Taken Out of Order:
• Approval of Minutesnod f 15 April 2008, p 6 May 2008
Newsletter. Moved, 2 , APPROVED by “hand vote”
• PROGRAM: “Graffiti Watch” and Abatement Programs:
See articles on p1 & 3 of May 08 newsletter. Speakers:
Mohammed Nuru, DPW; Officer Christopher Putz, SFPD; Andi
Roye, DA’s Office: Most Graffiti in Districts #3, 5, 6, 9, 11.
Recommendations, if Graffitiing caught “in progress” call 911,
otherwise try 311 or Police 553-0123, also try photo and send to
DA’s office.
• NEWSLETTER Advisory Committee Report: A survey and
questionnaire was passed out for suggestions and recruitment of
committee members. Mary Anne Miller spoke to the importance
of the existence and quality of the Newsletter.
• SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS - ELECTION OF
OFfiCERS: See p 7 of May ’08 Newletter for Candidate
Statements. Gary Noguera (MPIC), Pres.; Mark Sherman
(CHA), V. Pres.; Penelope Clark (RHN), 2nd V. Pres.; Judith
Berkowitz (EMIA), Recording Secy.; Dick Millet (PBNA),
Corres. Secy, Jim Lew (NBN), Treas.; Sue Cauthen (NBN),
Member-at-large; Joan Girardot (MCIPOA), Member-at-large;
Angelique Mahan (EDIA), Member-at-large. Running
unopposed, it was Moved, 2nd, PASSED. Candidates were
elected by Acclamation Voice Vote: All “Aye”, none
“opposed”.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS:
• PRESIDENT, Judith Berkowitz (EMIA): see p 2 of May ‘08
N’ltr: Linda Chapman has offered her home for Fundraising for
CSFN. Judy passed around a “Committee Member” sign up
sheet. CSFN’s “Open Government Resolution” passed by the
CSFN (p 6, Unfinished Business item 3 of May NL) was passed
by the Board of Supervisors, VETOED by the Mayor, then repassed by the Board of Supes. As out-going Prez, Judy thanked
all members for their help and cooperation during her tenure.
Kathy Devincenzi (LHIA) presented her with a lei in thanks for
her term of dedication to CSFN which she wore for the rest of
the meeting.
• 1st VICE PREZ, Gary Noguera (MPIC) Acknowledged his
election to the presidency, “big shoes to fill”.
• 2nd VICE PREZ, Penelope Clark (RHN): No Report.
• RECORDING SEC’Y: Judy Berkowitz was elected Recording
Secretary for the upcoming year. see “ELECTION” above.
• TREASURER, Jim Lew (NBN): Report submitted.
• CORRESPONDING SEC’Y, Dick Millet (PBNA): No Report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
• EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Gary Noguera (MPIC) Chair, page
8, May. 08 Newsletter.
• BYLAWS COMMITTEE, Evelyn Wilson (SPEAK) Chair: No
Report.
• LAND USE/HOUSING COMMITTEE, Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA)
Chair: see p 4, May. 08 Newsletter. Market Octavia: Mary Miles,
Atty.: another meeting coming regarding alternative options on M/O.
• Resolution #1, Academy of Art; John Bardis (ISAC),
RESOLVED,The Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
strongly urges the Board of Supervisors to hold hearings on the
Academy of Art University failing to comply with the laws of San
Francisco and the State of California by illegally converting to
group housing San Francisco’s critically scarce most affordable
housing in seventeen buildings owned or leased by the Academy of
Art University without the required conditional use permits for
these seventeen buildings, without an approved Institutional
Master Plan, and without an approved Environmental Impact
nd
Report on the Master Plan. Moved, John Bardis (ISAC), 2 ,
PASSED (19-1-1) by Roll Call Vote.
• Resolution #2, Renovation and Construction; Land Use &
Housing Committee, Resolved that the Coalition of San Francisco
Neighborhoods urges the Planning Commission to insure that
housing renovation and construction be consistent with the
aforementioned laws, regulations, codes, guidelines and the like.
nd
Moved, E. Wilson (SPEAK) 2 , PASSED (19-0-3) by Roll Call
Vote.
• TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, Gary Noguera (MPIC)
Chair: No Report.
• GOVERNMENT & ELECTIONS COMMITTEE, Melinda
LaValle (CHNA) Chair: No Report.
• OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE, Nancy Wuerfel (SPEAK) chair.
No Report.
• WATER TASK FORCE, Joan Girardot (MCIPOA) chair:
Recruiting committee members, sign up. We’ve had some success
and some failures; ie. no one is looking out for Rate Payers, except
CSFN. Voters have given away their right to vote on PUC bond
raises. There have been no hearings on rate raises, lately, but raises
on sewer rates will be coming up. Good News: after a long effort
of pushing for an Independent Rate Payer Advocate, thru
Supervisor Alioto-Pier, a Charter Amendment will be coming up
on the November Ballot for such an Advocate.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: CSFN consideration and voting for
“position” on Ballot Propositions. See p 6, New Business, Item 1,
amended per item 2 and p 8 “2 Motions: 2 Arguments”.
nd
Original motion: Moved, J. Girardot (MCIPOA), 2 : “The CSFN
shall Consider and Vote on future ballot propositions ONLY if both
Pro and Con positions have been debated before the General
Assembly.”
Amendment: Kathy Devincenzi (LHIA) moved to amend the above
motion by adding: “…unless the official proponent of or opposition
to the measure was timely notified and failed to appear.” Amendment
PASSED by “hand” vote.
MOTION as AMENDED: PASSED (20-1-1) by Roll Call Vote.
Will be added to Standing Rules of Bylaws.
NEW BUSINESS: Reduction of number of Police Stations to five. J.
Bardis (ISAC). Postponed for further study, to be considered at a
later date.
ADJOURNMENT: 9:20pm
…Dick Millet (PBNA) Acting Recording Secretary
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The Greater West Portal
Neighborhood Association

Inner Sunset Action Committee
Accomplishments — 1971 to 2008

The West Portal Neighborhood has it all, the West Portal
Avenue neighborhood commercial district, the West Portal
Playground, West Portal Library, West Portal Elementary
School, The Empire Cinema, the West Portal of the MUNI
tunnel, Laguna Honda MUNI Station, Laguna Honda
Hospital, Edgehill Open Space Park, plus about 2000 homes.
And, it is home to Shaws, the first popular ice cream store in
the City. Since it was formed in 1974, the Greater West Portal
Neighborhood Association (GWPNA) has been involved in
issues within the area extending from Woodside Boulevard to
Portola Drive/Sloat Boulevard to 19th Avenue to Taraval
Street/Dewey Boulevard.
Currently, it is watching a proposed housing development on
the site of the Ardenwood Christian Science Church campus,
the expansion of San Francisco State University, the
expansion of Stonestown Shopping Center, and dangerous
traffic on 19th Avenue.

The Inner Sunset Action Committee (ISAC) was founded in
1971 in combat the urban blight that was spreading the in
this crucial neighborhood district bridging the Western
Addition and Haight Ashbury districts on the east with the
Sunset-Parkside neighborhood districts to the west. This
westward moving blight resulted from one of the most epic
urban battles of the past half century in San Francisco -- the
westward flight of San Franciscans from the urban upheaval
caused by the Redevelopment Agency seizing via eminent
domain and demolishing thousands of family homes in the
Western Addition and forcefully evicting thousands of
families, mostly African American, from their homes.
ISAC’s colossal struggle with urban blight was exacerbated
by the Mayor Joseph Alioto administration autocratically
closing the neighborhood police station, Park Station, and by
the University of California San Francisco (UCSF) seizing
by eminent domain hundreds of units of housing, evicting
families, demolishing scarce family housing to create sites to
expand campus facilities on Parnassus Heights.
(Cont’d p.6, col.2)

(Cont’d p.6, col.1)

Our May Program was all about graffiiti and tagging. Speakers from a number of City offices and departments brought us the
aspects of what the City is doing… and what we can do about this quality-of-life crime.

Mohammed Nuru, Deputy Director of DPW
DPW

Merle Goldstone, Public Information Officer, DPW

Andi Roye, DA’s Office

Officer Christopher Putz, SFPD
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GWPNA

(Cont’d from p.5, col.1)

ISAC

It was an issue involving the West Portal Playground that
led to the formation of GWPNA. In 1974, a group of young
mothers discovered that the expansion of the MUNI tunnel
at Ulloa Street and West Portal Avenue involved
encroaching on West Portal Playground, and the community
had not been notified. The ensuing battle with the
Recreation and Park Department unified the neighborhood,
and resulted in the refurbishing of the West Portal
Playground and Clubhouse and the formation of GWPNA.

(Cont’d from p.5, col.2)

ISAC fought back the urban blight. With other neighborhood
groups persuaded San Francisco voters to adoapt a ballot
initiative which reopened Park Police Station, and persuaded
then Governor Jerry Brown to adopt budget language that
required UCSF to prepare an institutional master plan. ISAC
was lead plaintiff in the first environmental law suit in San
Francisco which resulted with UCSF agreeing to: selling
back housing acquired by eminent domain, limit the size of
campus population and the number square feet of buildings
on the Parnassus Heights campus, and protect in perpetuity
GWPNA has worked with the West Portal merchants to
50 acres of open space on Mount Sutro.
assure that the 3-block West Portal Avenue commercial
ISAC fought back the urban blight with other initiatives
including:
district continues as a neighborhood-serving street with a
• Stabilizing the residential neighborhood by achieving the
balanced mix of commercial enterprises. From 1985 to
down zoning of over 50 blocks of properties – the largest
1987, GWPNA officers took a major role in establishing the
most drastic down zoning of properties in San Francisco
zoning restrictions for West Portal Avenue when the
history.
expansion of banks and chains threatened the small West
• Stabilizing the Inner Sunset business district through
Portal businesses owners. In 1999 GWPNA launched a
businesses obtaining long term leases for their business
successful campaign to stop a Blockbuster outlet on the
operations.
Avenue; and in 2005 they blocked a mortgage company
• Planting over 300 street trees throughout the Inner Sunset.
locating at a site that now houses a retail bookstore.
• Stopping the establishment of franchise operations such as
Block Busters, Rite Aid, Gordo’s, and branch bank
In the 1980s GWPNA actively opposed a proposed senior
operations.
citizen facility at the foot of Edgehill Mountain at a site that
• Starting the community garden at Seventh Avenue and
experienced a massive landslide seven years later.
Lawton Street.
Since 1974, in this very diverse neighborhood, GWPNA has • Assisting the founding of other neighborhood associations
provided a forum to the community members and has acted
in nearby districts.
as liaison to city department.
…Rae Doyle (GWPNA) • Installation of traffic signals along Lincoln Way at Fifth
Avenue and Funston Street.
• Achieving the vigorous enforcement of zoning and
punishment of violator developers.
• Establishing playground and playground facilities the 1300
block of 7th Avenue.
•Working closely with the Coalition for San Francisco
Neighborhoods since its founding.
• And other initiatives to protect and stabilize the Inner
Sunset neighborhoods of San Francisco and other
neighborhoods of San Francisco.
Consequently, unlike the fate of the Clement Street
neighborhood in the Richmond District, the Chestnut Street
Outgoing President Judith Berkowitz with President-elect Gary Noguera
in the Marina District, and other residential neighborhoods of
How to Reach Us
San Francisco, the initiatives of ISAC over the past four
President: Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net • 469-8899
decades stabilized the Inner Sunset residential and
1st VP: Mark Sherman • masher500@yahoo.com
commercial district. Thus, the Inner Sunset today is one of
2nd VP: Penelope Clark • penelopeclark@yahoo.com
Rec Sec: Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
the last remaining residential neighborhoods of San Francisco
Corresp Secretary: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
that has preserved that special world renowned character,
Treasurer: Jim Lew • emtjal@sbcglobal.net
atmosphere, and quality of life that once prevailed in
Member-at-Large: Sue Cauthen • scau1321@aol.com
neighborhoods throughout San Francisco.
Member-at-Large: Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Member-at-Large: Angelique Mahan • angelmahan@hotmail.com
…John Bardis (ISAC)
Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

DOES YOUR PARK HAVE POTENTIALLY
DANGEROUS TREES

BENEFACTORS

David Winthrop Allen Family Trust
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798
San Francisco Police Officers’ Assn

— with Liability to Life or Limb?
It is an unfortunate fact of life that it takes a serious accident or
death before the city will take action on known dangerous
situations, such as hazardous intersections or in the case of the
death of Kathleen Bolton, a tree in Stern Grove that had been
evaluated as dangerous in 2003. On April 14, 2008, she was
struck by a 53-foot long limb from a redwood tree that had
been identified with a “hazard rating” (meaning danger to
people or property) of 8 in a scale from 0 to 12 in an arborist’s
report. The condition of the tree was rated a 2 in a scale 0 to 5
with 0 being dead and 5 being excellent condition. All trees in
the Stern Grove and Pine Lake Parks were evaluated for the
Master Plan in 2003 by HortScience of Pleasanton. The report
identified about 600 of the 2,600 Stern Grove trees as being
potentially hazardous.
Four years ago former CSFN member Mary McAllister, in a
May 4, 2004 letter to the Recreation & Park Commission
wrote, “If massive tree failure occurs in this park, resulting in
the destruction of property or life, the Recreation & Park
Department will be liable for compensation because there is
substantial public record that these failures were predicted and
could have been avoided by responsible preventive measures.”
The Stern Grove Concert Meadow was refurbished during
2004–05 and was to include implementation of the report’s
recommendations for hazardous trees. However, it appears that
the work was not done. A recent informal comparison study of
the original report with trees now standing reveals one “VERY
high priority for removal tree” still there and 27 other “high
priority for removal trees” existing on the entry road and
concert meadow area.
During a city Capital Planning Committee Meeting on May 19,
2008 that reviews Rec/Park’s budget, the subject of the
hazardous trees came up as a matter for prioritization of the
department’s capital funds. At that time General Manager Yomi
Agunbiade stated he would pursue emergency funding to
implement the recommendations in the arborist’s report that are
available in the Open Space Contingency Fund. These funds
require authorization by the Recreation and Park Commission
before they can be used.
With the annual Stern Grove Concert season beginning on June
15th, we can only hope that there are no more delays to
removing unsafe trees in the public areas. Lives depend on it.
…Rae Doyle (GWPNA)

PATRONS

Committee on Jobs
Haight Ashbury Improvement Assn
Retired Firemen & Widows Assn of SFFD
Russian Hill Neighbors

SPONSORS

Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn
Cathedral Hill Neighborhood Assn
Cow Hollow Assn
Diamond Heights Community Assn
Dolores Heights Improvement Club
East Mission Improvement Assn
Ewing Terrace Neighborhood Assn
Fair Oaks Community Coalition
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Friends of the Music Concourse
Golden Gate Heights Neighborhood Assn
Greater Geary Blvd Merchants & Property Owners Assn
Laurel Heights Improvement Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club
New Mission Terrace Improvement Assn
North Beach Neighbors
OMI Neighbors in Action
Pacific Heights Residents Assn
Panhandle Residents Org Stanyan Fulton (PROSF)
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Assn
Richmond Community Assn
Sunset Heights Assn of Responsible People (SHARP)
Sunset Parkside Education & Action Cmte (SPEAK)
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
Twin Peaks Improvement Assn
West of Twin Peaks Central Council
Hon Mike Antonini
Hon Mark Leno
Barbara Austin
Phil Lesser
John Bardis
Hon Fiona Ma
Judith Berkowitz
Charlotte Maeck
Sue Cauthen
Hon Carole Migden
Sheryl Connell
Dick Millet
David Crommie
Gary Noguera
Karen Crommie
Linda Peterson
Mary C & Al Harris
Hon Gerardo Sandoval
Larry & BJ Holmberg
Andrew Segal
Hon Quentin & Mara Kopp
Patricia Vaughey
Denise LaPointe

S p e c i a l t h a n k s t o O f fi c e D e p o t f o r
photocopying ser vices!
Hosti ng Schedu le

PRESIDIO TRUST MEETS JULY 14
Please circle July 14 at 6:30 p.m. on your calendar to remind
you of the meeting of the Presidio Trust at which Trustees will
take up the highly controversial matter of the Contemporary Art
Museum proposed by Don Fisher for the historic heart of the
Presidio, the Main Post, which many critics believe will destroy
the historic values of the National Landmark District. The
meeting will take place in the Officers’ Club. Don’t miss it.
…Mary Anne Miller (SPEAK)

J u n e • G r eate r West Po r ta l Ne ighbo r hood A s sn — GW PNA
Inne r Sunset Ac ti on Comm i ttee — I S A C
J u l y • J o r dan P a r k I mp r o v ement A s sn — J P I A
Lau r e l Hei ghts I mp r ov ement A s sn — LH I A
A u g • Ha ight A shbu r y I mp r ov ement A s sn — HA I A
L i ncol n P a r k Homeow ne r s A s sn — L PHA
S e p t • E x ce l s i o r D i st r i ct I mp r ov ement A s sn — ED I A
Ne w M i s s i on Te r r ace I mp r ov ement A s sn — NM T I A
O c t • M i r a loma P a r k I mp r ov ement C l ub — M P I C
M a r i na C i v i c I mpnt & P r p r ty Ow ne r s A s sn — M C I POA
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Call to Or der/Ascer tain Quor um
A. Introduction of Deleg ates and Guests / Short Announcements
B. Hosts
1. Greater West Por tal Neighborhood Assn — GWPNA
2. Inner Sunset Action Committee — ISAC

Approval of May Minutes

Special Or der of Business — Swearing in of 2008 Officers

Program: Update from the Office of District Attorney K amala Harris
Speakers: D.A. K amala Harris, Chief Assistant D.A. Russ Giuntini

Committee Action Items — written re por ts in Newsletter
A. Land Use & Housing
B. Open Space
C. Water Task Force
D. Tr anspor tation
E. Government & Elections

Unfinished Business

New Business

Adjournment

II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

X.

7:00

7:10

7:15

7:25

8:10

8:20

8:40

8:50

9:00

Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official voice of the
Coalition for SF Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4 organization.
To Submit Articles: email articles by the 5th of the month to sfjberk@mac.com.
Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the opinion of the
CSFN. We invite material from member organizations as well as rebuttal to
articles already printed.
We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member organizations receive
the newsletter without charge. Subscription: Members/$10, Nonmembers/$15.

V i s i t o r s P l e a s e S i gn t h e V i s i t o r s R o s t e r

CSFN meets the third Tuesday of the each month except for December at
Northern Police Station, Turk & Fillmore Streets (Parking in rear off Turk)
Public Transit: Muni #22 Fillmore, 31 Balboa & 38 Geary Lines

Officers’ Re ports
A. President
B. Vice-Presidents
C. Secretaries
D. Treasurer

Sign In and Refreshments

I.

6:30

General Assembly Meeting
June 17, 2008
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