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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

NAMI—San Francisco

Annual CSFN Dinner

Support for Mentally Ill and Families

Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods hosted a
successful event on December 18th. This year is the 35th
anniversary of the founding of CSFN, and we pulled out all
the stops to celebrate!
The Annual Dinner, long a dependable fundraiser, brought
in a net total of almost seven times what it did four years
ago. In the past three years CSFN has gradually raised
this event, and the revenues from it, to new heights while
at the same time lowering the cost to attendees! With the
increased number of attendees the dinner has gotten big
enough to warrant moving into a larger room next year. We
have increased the number
of our Sponsors as well to
56; four years ago we had
only 26.
Attorney Kathy
Devincenzi was our
award recipient this
year. Representing
neighborhood
interests, Kathy and
14 neighborhood
organizations successfully
brought suit against the
city in the Housing Element case. (See October CSFN
Newsletter).
Assemblymembers Fiona Ma and Mark Leno commended
us with a California Assembly Formal Resolution honoring
our 35th year. Senator Carole Migden entertained us and
presented a California Senate Certiﬁcate of Recognition to
Kathy Devincenzi. Judge Quentin Kopp and Supervisor
Gerardo Sandoval also came to the podium and spoke to
salute CSFN.
Our guest speaker was Ken Garcia… he is every bit as
perceptive and entertaining from the lectern as he is in print
three times a week in the Examiner. In fact, you can listen
again to his comments to us as well as Kathy Devincenzi’s
astute acceptance remarks here:
idisk.mac.com/sfjberk-Public
Sheryl Connell (EMIA) won the 50/50 Rafﬂe (the winner
gets half the pot and CSFN gets the other half). She has
gracefully decided to donate half of her winnings to EMIA
and the other half to CSFN! Thank you, Sheryl!
…Judith Berkowitz (EMIA)

The mission of NAMI-San Francisco (National Alliance
on Mental Illness) is to provide education, resources and
emotional support for families and those afﬂicted by
mental illness. In collaboration with the whole community,
we advocate for a life of quality and dignity, one without
discrimination or stigma for all those persons affected by
these brain disorders. With some 200,000 members NAMI
is the nation’s largest grassroots volunteer organization
with about 1200 afﬁliates nationwide. Our chapter NAMISF (www.namisf.org) is comprised of mostly family
members or friends who struggle with a brain disorder
like schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, major depression or
obsessive compulsive disorder. In San Francisco roughly
35,000 people are treated annually by the mental health
system.

How to Reach Us

President: Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
1st VP: Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net
2nd VP: Penelope Clark • penelopeclark@yahoo.com
Secretary: Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Jim Lew • emtjal@sbcglobal.net
Member-at-Large: Sue Cauthen • scau1321@aol.com
Member-at-Large: Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Member-at-Large: Angelique Mahan • angelmahan@hotmail.com
Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net

We are currently trying to prevent the closure of 22 out of
87 inpatient acute psychiatric beds at San Francisco General
Hospital that Mayor Newsom and the Department of Health
planned to close in last year’s budget. They were restored
by the Board of Supervisors in November but are likely
to be cut in the coming year’s budget. It is the position of
NAMI that the mentally ill need access to all levels of care,
and that acute inpatient beds not be removed until there is
deﬁnitive proof that they are no longer needed. Over the
past ten years our city has lost over 110 inpatient hospital
beds, and over 50 long-term beds. We believe that there is
a direct correlation between a lack of adequate psychiatric
services and an increase of mentally ill people winding up
in jail and homeless. San Francisco Jail Psychiatric Services
treated 6500 people last year and they have 125 beds in the
jail for psychiatric patients. SFGH treated 2500 patients and
currently has 87 beds.
We urge concerned San Francisco residents write letters to
Mayor Newsom, Dr Mitch Katz, Director of Public Health,
and the SF Chronicle urging them to keep the impatient
beds fully funded for 2008.
…Dale Milfay, NAMI-SF Vice President
(submitted by Judith Berkowitz)

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Land Use & Housing • Monday 5:30 pm Feb 11 • Northern
Station • Chair Hiroshi Fukuda • ninersam@aol.com • 386-2632
Gov’t & Elections • Chair Melinda LaValle • melindalavalle@aol.com
Bylaws • Chair Evelyn Wilson • evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net •
566-7826
Open Space • Chair Nancy Wuerfel • nancenumber1@aol.com
• 731-6432, R. Albright • 621-9621
Water Task Force • Chair Joan Girardot • 346-5525
Transportation • Gary Noguera • garynoguera@earthlink.net
• 469-8899
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Prop A and Synthetic Turf
The SF Recreation and Parks Department is partnering with
the City Fields Foundation to raise public and private funds to
“renovate” the playing ﬁelds throughout the city into multi-use
athletic complexes, which would ostensibly increase access
to recreational programs for children and adults. This plan is
tied to Proposition A, the Parks Bond Measure for February
2008, and monies raised will be used to convert grass ﬁelds
to synthetic turf. However, in the actual full text of the bond
measure, there is no mention of synthetic or artiﬁcial turf,
rather only playing ﬁeld reconstruction is listed. Whether for
or against synthetic turf, voters will not know what they are
deciding. One can’t help but feel that Park and Rec knows
that naturally, in San Francisco, many people will be against
covering our grass ﬁelds with plastic and rubber, so they have
hidden their true intent in the bond. In addition, the text of
the bond states that the Board of Supervisors has declared
all projects in the bond exempt from CEQA making it more
difﬁcult to explore environmental impact.
On December 12, 2007, the S.F. Rec & Parks Department
informed the Francisco Heights and greater Richmond
neighborhood that Rossi Park is on their list for proposed
capital improvements, beginning September 2008. While
this would seem like good news, their proposed renovation
is part of a ﬁxed, non-negotiable package which includes the
following “improvements:” replacing natural grass ﬁelds with
“FieldTurf,” a synthetic product that does NOT biodegrade
and has crumbled used tires as inﬁll; enclosing the parks with
new fencing “for security reasons;” and installing 60–70 foothigh stadium lighting to increase night time use. One of the
main arguments in favor of replacing grass with synthetic turf
is to save on maintenance costs; however, a study completed
by the City gives lie to this reasoning. The turf has a lifespan
of 8–10 years, and then would need to be replaced. The used
turf becomes un-environmentally friendly landﬁll, since it is
not biodegradeable. The City might save money on gardeners
(no watering, no mowing), except the synthetic turf must be
disinfected regularly because bacterial colonies survive much
longer on synthetic turf. (Disinfectants are applied by spray
nozzles with large volumes of water or by electrostatic spray.)
Rossi is but one of a dozen ﬁelds slated for renovation.
According to the Prop A language, “the proposed projects are
presented to the public at community meetings…so neighbors
and park users can learn about the plans, voice support or
concern, offer design suggestions and ask questions.” At the
meeting on the December 12th we were told in no uncertain
terms, that the proposal was non-negotiable, and the plan
was either to transform Rossi entirely (synthetic turf, stadium
lights, security fencing), or do nothing to improve the park in
its natural setting.
As immediate neighbors surrounding Rossi Park, we fear the
proposed changes will result in the following:
• Teams, including adult league players from around the City
and beyond, will be able to reserve the ﬁelds day and night
up until 10 PM. The synthetic turf will make the ﬁelds
usable for league play regardless of the weather, increasing
usage to 7 days a week. The park will no longer be available
to the neighborhood for casual, recreational use.
• The park will be lit up like a stadium. Trafﬁc, noise, and
trash will increase signiﬁcantly.
• We will lose the human and environmental beneﬁts of a

natural grass area, and the park’s character will be changed
to that of an “athletic complex.”
For these reasons, and because there are no deﬁnitive studies
looking at the effects of long-term exposure of synthetic turf to
children or the environment, as well as the fact that converting
natural grass to tireﬁll violates the City’s General Plan
Environmental Protection Policy (“to conserve and protect the
natural resources of San Francisco”), we oppose Proposition A
and the move to convert Rossi Park, among others, into a fulltime, multi-use athletic complex.
For more information, please visit: www.webwaddle.com/
nosyntheticturf.html
…Libby Benedict (FHCA)

Resolution: Synthetic Turf
Whereas, the Recreation and Parks Department has proposed
to transform Rossi Park, among others, from a natural grass
park into a multi-use day and night athletic facility with
synthetic, and possibly toxic “FieldTurf,” a synthetic product
that does not biodegrade and has crumbled used tires as inﬁll,
without notifying the neighborhood in a timely manner to
provide for neighborhood involvement and feedback prior to
approval by the Recreation and Parks Commission and a citywide vote on Proposition A; and
Whereas, Rossi Park neighbors have invested both personally
and ﬁnancially in the children’s park with the design,
maintenance and security of the playground, and wish to
maintain the park and playground as a natural park providing
enriching activities for children and neighbors; and
Whereas, Rossi Park is used by neighboring schools, as well
as for organized children’s teams, and unorganized children’s
free play, birthday parties and family picnics, once Rossi is
transformed into an “athletic complex” it will be primarily
used for adult league play seven days a week, sometimes until
10:00PM., otherwise denying neighborhood access to the Park
for recreational use; and
Whereas, the proposed installation of 60–70 foot ﬁeld
night lighting and bleachers will not serve or enhance our
community; instead imposing on the surrounding homes
bright lights, noise, blocked driveways and litter to the
detriment to the quality of life in an otherwise quiet, peaceful
neighborhood; and
Whereas, there are serious unresolved questions regarding
the long-term health and environment effects of synthetic turf,
including, but not limited to its actual life span, maintenance
costs, and ultimate disposal; and
Whereas, The San Francisco Recreation and Park
Department’s Mission is “to provide enriching recreational
activities, maintain beautiful parks and preserve the
environment for the well-being of our diverse community”;
therefore be it
Resolved that the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
oppose the Recreation and Parks Department’s proposal to
transform Rossi Park into an athletic facility, thus changing the
very nature of the park; and, urge the City provide appropriate
maintenance to preserve Rossi Park as a natural grass park that
will ensure activities appropriate to children and neighbors
during daylight hours only, and safeguard the environment for
the well-being of the community.
…Libby Benedict & Wendy Miller (FHCA)
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Executive Committee Report
November 28th, 2007
The CSFN ExCom was called to order at 7:15PM at
Northern Police Station by Chair Gary Noguera. Present
were ExCom members Berkowitz, Noguera, Millet, and
Wilson. Lew, Girardot and Clark were excused. Mahan and
Cauthen were unexcused absent. There was no quorum.
Guest was Denise LaPointe.
Reports: President Berkowitz spent time on the PUC
“Ratepayer Advocate” issue as well as countless hours on
the planning and implementation of the Holiday Party.
1st VP Noguera: No Report except to profoundly thank
President Berkowitz on behalf of ExCom and the entire
CSFN Organization for her tremendous efforts to ensure the
Holiday party will be a success. Not a detail was missed,
from managing the invitation and meal lists, coordinating
the ﬁnancials, arranging for the speaker and even
overseeing the place settings. One often takes the “behind
the scenes” work involved for this type of event for granted,
so we all want to thank you Judy, and let you know we
appreciate all that you did!
2nd VP Clark: Absent
Treasurer Lew: Absent
Secretary Millet has the revised minutes from the
November GA meeting ready. New correspondence up to
date. October draft minutes will be in the January NL.
Program for January meeting: February Election
Propositions. Speakers: Jim Lazarus (Prop A, Parks Bond),
Steve Johnson (Prop B, DROP Program)
New Business: None
Unﬁnished Business: None
The time of the monthly ExCom meeting has been changed
to 7:00PM. The next ExCom meeting will be on January
23rd at Northern Station. The Community Room at Northern
station has been booked for the appropriate dates and times
for all the ExCom and General Assembly CSFN meetings
in 2008.
The November ExCom meeting was adjourned at 8:15.
…Gary Noguera (MPIC) Chair

G & E Committee Report
The Government and Elections Committee met December
4 at the Northern Station community room at 6:00 pm.
The noticed and scheduled meeting was to consider
recommendations for ballot measures A and B to the CSFN

General Assembly. Jim Lazarus, Senior Vice President
Public Policy of the Chamber of Commerce spoke on
behalf of the Parks Bond Measure A. There were no ofﬁcial
arguments submitted against A and no opposing speaker
was at the meeting. The committee voted to recommend to
the General Assembly that we support Prop A.
We also voted to recommend supporting Prop B, the
deferred retirement program for San Francisco Police
Department. Steve Johnson from the San Francisco
Police ofﬁcers Association spoke on behalf of the charter
amendment. Again, no ofﬁcial arguments were submitted
against Measure B and no opposing speaker materialized.
Both of these speakers will return to present to our General
Assembly meeting in January. The meeting ended at
approximately 7:00 pm.
…Melinda LaValle (CHNA) Chair

LU&H Committee Report
Land Use & Housing Committee – Report for
January 7, 2007 Meeting
The Regular Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing
Committee was convened by Chair Hiroshi Fukuda on
Monday, January 7, 2008 at 5:41 p.m. in the Community
Room of the Northern Police Station on Turk and Fillmore
Streets.
The Committee considered the following:
1. DBI attempts to streamline the permit process. The
Planning Department’s role is greatly diminished. We
need to follow and prevent this.
2. Market-Octavia Area Plan: The deadline for appealing
the Market Octavia Plan may be January 18, 2008.
The CSFN Land Use and Housing Committee voted
to recommend to the General Assembly: that CSFN
member organizations, individuals and CSFN explore
legal options and join the process underway pertaining
to the Market-Octavia Area Plan’s new zoning
designations.
3. Japantown Better Neighborhood Area Plan. There are
ﬁve different plans proposed by the developer. The
implementation of any of the plans will be complex
because two areas of the mall are not owned by the
developer, and the City owns the parking lot below the
Mall, and the Peace Plaza is under the jurisdiction of
Park and Recreation.
4.The second draft of the Eastern Neighborhoods
Area Plan is out as of December 12: 4 volumes
at $5 each. However the Planning Dept will be
distributing them free from 5:00–7:00 Jan 15 at
1650 Mission. The deadline for comments on it
has been extended 10 days to January 30.
The next regular meeting of the Committee will
be held on Monday, February 11, 2008 at 5:30
p.m. in the Community Room of the Northern
Police Station located at Turk and Fillmore
Streets.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 P.M.
Hiroshi Fukuda (RCA) Chairman

A packed crowd enjoyed CSFN’s annual dinner at Patio Español.
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November 2007
Post Election Analysis
At the November meeting David Latterman, Fall Line
Analytics and Chris Bowman presented the program: a Post
Election Analysis. They went through who voted, what they
voted for and how that stacked up to what they thought
would happen. Of the 36% voter turnout, in the mayoral
race, they had predicted 62% for Newsom so the 74%
result was higher than expected. They had thought mayoral
candidate Quentin Mecke would have had a higher outcome
because they estimated the Guardian endorsement should
have been worth 13 percent. Also, interestingly, absentee
ballots were the majority of votes cast. One of the questions
asked was whether they thought Newsom had a mandate
with such low voter turnout, even if he did win soundly.
Their answer was that he got his mandate before anyone
cast a vote; his mandate came from the fact that no one
(who had any real chance to win) ran against him.
On to the Measures: On A, the transit measure, moderates
sided with this measure to pass it. Their analysis was that
few people had a comprehensive understanding of the
measure and so people seemed to pick what they liked or
didn’t like about it and voted based on that. B and C were
not surprises that they passed, nor was D, the Library
measure. Everyone likes libraries and the 74% vote was
expected.
E, the measure to require the mayor to appear before the
supervisors, was supposed to pass. In the last election the
non-binding measure won by 12%, but educated voters
didn’t like it and that’s where the anti-campaign waged their
battle. David Latterman’s analysis was that the gay vote,
loyal to Newsom, pushed it over to the “no” side. That, and
the fact that the “pro” side never mounted a campaign.
F, regarding airport police retirement beneﬁts, narrowly
passed. G, the horse stable funding passed handily, and
well, they had a horse. Nothing beats the image of a cute
little girl on a horse. Horses and libraries. Hard to beat
them, they said.
Had a campaign been mounted for H, the parking measure,
it might have had a chance. As it stood, there were too
many sides to the story left unanswered. The measure
to help small businesses, I, they also see as a visceral
reaction like the library and stable measure. People felt
small businesses need our help regardless of whether the
measure actually will. Overall, all of the San Francisco
Democratic County Central Committee endorsements went
as they wanted. They scored 100%. That Prop E failed was
Latterman’s biggest surprise.
Talking about future elections, one prediction was that
moderates will vote Daly to the state level just to get him
out of D6 and the City. They promise that district elections

are going to get pretty wild. Asked what they felt about
the presidential race, their prediction was Clinton/Giuliani.
“They have delegates for New York and California locked
up,” he said, “and that’s worth a whole bunch of New
Hampshires and Iowas.”
…Melinda LaValle (CHNA) Chair

Challenge
the Market-Octavia Plan!
The deadline for a court challenge against the City’s “Better
Neighborhoods” Market-Octavia Plan is fast approaching!
Why should you care about a part of the City where you
don’t live? Because if the new zoning is approved in this
one area, it can (and will) be applied in other neighborhoods
— your neighborhood.
This will be our last shot to explore options to nip the
plans for excessive housing with half the parking in the
bud. Otherwise, the new zoning designations will be
rapidly rolled out across the city without investments in
transportation and parking infrastructure. This really is
“City for Sale” / “The Manhattanization of SF.”
We may all regret if we don’t act now to push for
responsible growth and better transportation planning.
The Board of Supervisors passed an Ordinance on October
23, 2007 that put the Market-Octavia Plan into the General
Plan and approved the EIR, though they haven’t yet
adopted the three zoning ordinances. The M-O Plan will
re-zone thousands of parcels the middle of the city to
encourage high density, highrise development. The new
zoning designations do away with existing density, setback,
rear yard, open space, and parking requirements, while
raising height limits throughout the area. Once the M-O is
in the General Plan, the City doesn’t have to conduct CEQA
review of any housing projects within the plan area as long
as they conform to the M-O Plan.
The same zoning designations created under MarketOctavia are now cropping up in other City “better
neighborhood” plans, such as the Eastern Neighborhoods
plan.
It won’t be easy taking on a City project this big, but we
have the legal basis for a successful court action. If we
are serious about doing it, we need to pull the opposition
together now.
We will meet soon to organize.
Please contact: Mary Anne Miller 661-0126
ma-miller@msn.com
...Mary Anne Miller (SPEAK)
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CSFN Draft Minutes
General Assembly Meeting
November 20, 2007
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER by Pres. Judith
Berkowitz at 7:03 pm at Northern Police Station, Tuesday,
20 November 2007 with introduction of Delegates and
Guests.
QUORUM ASCERTAINED: 20 organizations and 9+
guests attending.
PRESENTATION by HOST ORGANIZATIONS: Cayuga
Improvement Ass’n. (CIA) and Cow Hollow Assn, (CHA)
provided the refreshments.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS:
• PRESIDENT, Judith Berkowitz (EMIA): p 2 of November
‘07 Newsletter. A “NO on Prop. A” mailer went out with
the CSFN’s name on it and “who we are”. Our Nancy
Wuerfel is “Woman of the Hour” for her participation in
the Dianne Feinstein Elementary School and playground
development.
• 1st VICE PREZ, Gary Noguera (MPIC): see X-Com
Report, p 4 of November 07 Newsletter. Annual Award
expenditure: the X-Com Moved: “The CSFN spend a
maximum of $300.00 for the Annual Award” PASSED 17
yes, 0 no. hand vote.
• 2nd VICE PREZ, Penelope Clark (RHN): No report.
• RECORDING SEC’Y, Position “still O P E N”. October
‘07 General Meeting Minutes: No Report; to be submitted
to January ‘08 Newsletter.
• TREASURER, Jim Lew (NBN): November written
Report submitted.
• CORRESPONDING SEC’Y, Dick Millet (PBNA):
Correspondence BINDER available at side table.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
• EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, Gary Noguera (MPIC) 1st
VP & Chair: page 4, November 07 Newsletter.
• BYLAWS COMMITTEE, Evelyn Wilson (SPEAK)
Chair: “Abstentions” Clariﬁcation: When they count/
When they don’t count, see p 2 November 07 NL.
• LAND USE/HOUSING COMMITTEE, Hiroshi Fukuda
(RCA) Chair: p 6 November 07 Newsletter.
Item 2: Request Dept. of Parking & Trafﬁc be required
to use “current resident/owners list” when notifying
residents/owners regarding ”permit parking” actions.
Don Stroh, (DHIC). Originally a motion, but vote not
required, so a CSFN letter will be written to the Dept. of
Parking and Trafﬁc.
Item 7, SPUR Bond: CSFN concerned that SPUR Bond
item is being heard at a “Special Committee”, rushed,
meeting. Requested it be calendared at a “regular”
meeting. It was rescheduled to a Regular Meeting.
Item 8: Japantown Better Neighborhood AREA Plan;
will be heard in June 08, note: to date, issues regarding
Density, Height and Parking have NOT been discussed,
over Fukuda’s objection. See p 5 of November 07
Newsletter “Japantown.”
• TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE: Gary Noguera
(MPIC) Chair: page 4, November Newsletter.
• GOVERNMENT & ELECTIONS COMMITTEE:
Melinda LaValle (CHNA) Chair: Committee will meet on
December 4 to hear and recommend items which will be
on February ballot.
• OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE: Nancy Wuerfel (SPEAK)
Chair: D. Feinstein Elementary School is a new school

with a ﬁne playground and planting, not without a ﬁght to
retain the playground/open space.
We must continue our efforts to protect the Golden Gate
Park vs. Chinese (Sister City) Garden Gift. We must
search for alternative sites. Penelope Clark (RHN)
suggested the “Francisco Reservoir” site, which is being
abandoned (not used) by the PUC. It’s for sale $80M.
(Sounds Good…) Nancy wants a clear City policy on
what to do with “SURPLUS/UNUSED LANDS” before
disposition.
• WATER TASK FORCE, Joan Girardot (MCIPOA) Chair:
PUC is planning on selling its surplus lands, see reference
to Francisco Reservoir in the Open Space Committee
Report.
1) Waste Water (Sewer) Workshops have been poorly
attended. The “cross-town tunnel” is back.
2) Mayor’s PUC transparency committee met, Water
Sales Contracts will sell 184M gal/day to suburbs, they
want 209M gal/day.
3) How will “water sales” to suburbs affect SF growth?
We will create an expensive “recycled water” program
paid by SF ratepayers. Why paid by SF ratepayers?
4) Rate Payer Advocate: Note, the PUC is a “self
regulated” monopoly, not good. What we need is an
“Independent Advocate”. One is coming up: $200,000/
yr, paid by PUC. Girardot & Berkowitz testiﬁed that
proposed legislation needs better deﬁnitive qualifying
requirements. Legislation to be heard 6 Dec ‘07 by
Rules Committee.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Castro/Market Gas Station,
Don Stroh, (DHIC). Item continued.
NEW BUSINESS: None
PROGRAM: POST ELECTION ANALYSIS, by Chris
Bowman and David Latterman, GOOD!!
SURPRISE: Senator Leland Yee, our old friend, stopped by,
said a few words, and introduced his new aide; we thank
Denis Quinn for his dedication to CSFN over these past
years!
ANNOUNCEMENTS: CSFN Annual Dinner: Tuesday,
18 December ‘07 at the Patio Español: to date we have
approximately 23–25 committed “Sponsors” even before
the hardcopy invitations were mailed out!
ADJOURNMENT: 9:15pm
…Dick Millet (PBNA) Acting Recording Secretary

—6—

Kathy Devincenzi accepts CSFN award

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

Lombard & Embarcadero Survey

BENEFACTORS

David Winthrop Allen Family Trust
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798
San Francisco Police Ofﬁcers’ Assn

An online survey has been developed for those who work,
shop, dine, or live on Lombard Street (between Fillmore &
Broderick) and on King Street/The Embarcadero (between
3rd at ATT Park & Brannon).
These surveys are being undertaken as part of a research
study involving six Bay Area streets.
The research in being conducted for a doctoral dissertation
by Palo Alto’s former Chief Transportation Ofﬁcial, Joe
Kott.
The aim of the study is to evaluate the effects of street
design on transportation, socio-economic, environmental
“sustainability”. The online surveys, which take only
5–10 minutes to complete and send, can be found
http://sustainablesfstreets.blogspot.com/ or by emailing
Joe@sustainablestreets.com
…Joe Kott, (650)814-0961

Helipad EIR
After 2 1/2 years it looks like the Draft Environmental
Impact Report for the proposed helipad at SFGH will be
published in January 2008. Even though last January the
City told the neighbors it would likely be published in
January 2007 there is reason to believe that it will soon be
published.
To request a printed copy of this document, write
William Wycko
bill.wycko@sfgov.org
1650 Mission St, Suite 400
SF CA 94103
Everyone is encouraged to read this document and while
doing so, think about the current multiple unmet medical
needs of poor San Franciscans who will not beneﬁt
from this helipad. In addition, Mayor Newsom has just
announced a Citywide hiring freeze and a $40 million cut to
the Department of Public Health’s next budget.
SFGH is the only public hospital in San Francisco and with
Saint Luke’s proposed closure of all their inpatient beds,
SFGH will be even more overwhelmed by the needs of
local residents for emergency and trauma care.
The most recent estimated cost for just building the helipad
is $6.8 million. And remember, SFGH’s long-range plan is
to decommission this helipad and build another on the roof
of the new SFGH.
…Karen Cliffe (EMIA)
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PATRONS

Committee on Jobs
Haight Ashbury Improvement Assn
Retired Firemen & Widows Assn of SFFD
Russian Hill Neighbors

SPONSORS

Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn
Cathedral Hill Neighborhood Assn
Cow Hollow Assn
Diamond Heights Community Assn
Dolores Heights Improvement Club
East Mission Improvement Assn
Ewing Terrace Neighborhood Assn
Fair Oaks Community Coalition
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Friends of the Music Concourse
Golden Gate Heights Neighborhood Assn
Greater Geary Blvd Merchants & Property Owners Assn
Laurel Heights Improvement Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club
New Mission Terrace Improvement Assn
North Beach Neighbors
OMI Neighbors in Action
Paciﬁc Heights Residents Assn
Panhandle Residents Org Stanyan Fulton (PROSF)
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Assn
Richmond Community Assn
Sunset Heights Assn of Responsible People (SHARP)
Sunset Parkside Education & Action Cmte (SPEAK)
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
Twin Peaks Improvement Assn
West of Twin Peaks Central Council
Hon Mike Antonini
Hon Mark Leno
Barbara Austin
Phil Lesser
John Bardis
Hon Fiona Ma
Judith Berkowitz
Charlotte Maeck
Sue Cauthen
Hon Carole Migden
Sheryl Connell
Dick Millet
David Crommie
Gary Noguera
Karen Crommie
Linda Peterson
Mary C & Al Harris
Hon Gerardo Sandoval
Larry & BJ Holmberg
Andrew Segal
Hon Quentin & Mara Kopp Patricia Vaughey
Denise LaPointe

Special thanks to Oﬃce Depot for
photocopying services!
Hosting Schedule
Jan

• Diamond Heights Community Assn — DHCA
• Dolores Heights Improvement Club — DHIC
Feb • East Mission Improvement Assn — EMIA
• Bayview Hunters Pt Coord Council — BHPCC
March • Ewing Terrace Neigh Assn — ETNA
• Excelsior District Improvement Assn — EDIA

II.

III.
IV.

V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

7:00

7:15
7:20

7:30

7:45

7:45:

8:05

Call to Order/Ascertain Quorum
A. Introduction of Delegates and Guests / Short Announcements
B. Hosts
1. Diamond Heights Community Assn — DHCA
2. Dolores Heights Improvement Club — DHIC
Approval of October and November Minutes
Ofﬁcers’ Reports
A.President
B. Vice-Presidents’
C. Secretaries
D. Treasurer
Committee Action Items — written reports in Newsletter
A. Land Use & Housing
B. Open Space
C. Water Task Force
E. Transportation
F. Government & Elections
Unﬁnished Business
None
New Business
A.Reso regarding Rossi Park
Program: G&E Committee — February Ballot Propositions
Speakers: Prop A, Parks Bond — Jim Lazarus
Prop B, Deferred Retirement Option Program
— Steve Johnson, SFPOA

Sign In and Refreshments

for SF Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4 organization.
To Submit Articles: email articles by the 5th of the month to
mhbriscoe@pacbell.net. Articles reﬂect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the opinion of the CSFN. We invite material from member organizations
as well as rebuttal to articles already printed.
We reserve the right to edit where necessary. Member organizations receive the
newsletter without charge. Subscription: Members/$10, Nonmembers/$15.

Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the ofﬁcial voice of the Coalition

CSFN meets the third Tuesday of the each month except for December at Northern Police Station,
Turk & Fillmore Streets (Parking in rear off Turk) Public Transit: Muni #22 Fillmore, 31 Balboa &
38 Geary Lines
Visitors Please Sign the Visitors Roster

I.

6:30

AGENDA

Tuesday
January 15
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