February ’06 XXXIV No. 2

Ansel Adams Grove: The Fight’s Not Over

Mary Russo McAfee is still fighting the sale of PUC’s Adama Grove

Neighborhood Seismic Safety
Van Ness Neighbors empanelled a group of seismic safety
professionals from within its membership (structural, ﬁre
and water engineers) to draft an action list which VNN
then endorsed. VNN is now asking for review by CSFN as
we know that CSFN is also concerned about the issue of
seismic public safety.
Whereas, the City and County of San Francisco has
upgraded its assessment of the risk of a major seismic
event in the next 20 years and has stepped up preparations
for such an event, and
Whereas, seismic public safety is an issue of
critical importance to the Coalition of San Francisco
Neighborhoods,
Therefore be it resolved, that the Coalition of San
Francisco promotes the following basic steps which
enhance San Francisco’s seismic preparedness:
A. Land Use
1. Land use in San Francisco inherently has seismic
prerequisites. Self-evacuation is constrained in tall
buildings as the SFFD will not be able to assist evacuation. Code change is required to ensure (Cont’d on p 8)

As Ansel Adams himself observed back in 1983, “It is
horrifying that we have to ﬁght our own government to
save the environment.” People for the Creation of the
Ansel Adams Grove are continuing our ﬁght to convince
The Powers That Be in the City and County of San Francisco — birthplace of one the world’s most important
conservationists and itself a capital of the world environmental movement — to do the right thing and stop the
sale of this unique parcel before this opportunity is lost
forever.
Last month, despite an outpouring of public support
in the form of letters, emails, and phone calls asking
Mayor Newsom to intervene, the City went ahead with
the ill-advised auction of the subdivided parcel formerly
known as the “Billman Lot.” However, instead of the
feeding frenzy predicted by the PUC, the auction attracted only one minimum bid for one of the two lots, and the
asking price for the second has now been lowered by a
full quarter of a million dollars.
In the days preceding the auction, hundreds of supporters from all over the world signed the organization’s
on-line petition (www.AnselAdamsGrove.org) and generally expressed outrage, frustration, and bewilderment
that this auction was even being considered.
Several media reports and articles, quoting key City
ofﬁcials who should know better, misrepresented many
key aspects of the issue
(Cont’d on p 9)

Tax on Trees & Beauty

On July 23, 2005 the Board of Supervisors passed a Tree
& Beauty Tax Ordinance [#179-05] adding a tax of $3 per
square foot of “sidewalk encroachment” on homeowners
who plant trees, add greenery, or undertake beautiﬁcation
projects on their sidewalks. The minimum tax for #179-05
is $100 and due regardless of the size of the encroachment.
In 2005, a “Clean and Green City Summit” promoted
sidewalk landscaping, tree planting, less concrete and more
greenery as healthy and important for enhancing the City.
It is costly and time consuming for citizens to landscape
or otherwise beautify their sidewalks and to maintain these
improvements. If the City is sincere in wanting to beautify
and “green” San Francisco, they need to encourage
citizens’ efforts.
This “Tree & Beauty Tax” will not only chill any attempts to plant trees or improve the pedestrian experience
by sidewalk beauty, but will actually reduce existing trees
as homeowners quickly discover that removing young
trees without a permit and concreting over the gap will
save them a minimum of $100 tax increase. (Cont’d on p 8)

undoubtedly be reinstated in another way later by way of
Planning.
Moving on, after I delivered the letter with the CSFN
A gentle reminder: Dues are due! Thanks to those who
recommendation concerning the Garbage Impound
have paid already; we really appreciate it. To those
Account, I heard from Nancy Wuerfel, who closely
who haven’t yet: an easy way to pay is to write CSFN
follows this, that Supervisor Peskin had introduced
a personal check, and then have your organization
another resolution. Much different from the CSFN reso
reimburse you later. Remember: if you haven’t paid dues
adopted at the January GA meeting, the Peskin reso was
by the March meeting, you cannot vote at CSFN General
a redraft of one that had come out of the Department of
Assembly meetings.
the Environment, and had resolved only to do things that
For the shortest month of the year, it has been the
were already being done! To make matters worse, CSFN’s
busiest for me yet! With all the pressing issues CSFN has
name was used within the reso. Acting
taken a stand on, I ﬁnd myself at City
quickly, I was able to inform that
Hall more often than usual to talk to
ofﬁce of what we felt was erroneous,
Supervisors and their aides, to speak
and also to request that the CSFN
to an issue at a hearing or to simply to
name be removed from it. Hopefully,
read a CSFN letter stating our position
that will be the end of that endon an item into the Record.
run reso, and one more resembling
The golem of all issues is of course,
CSFN’s introduced by Supervisor Ma
the proposed Better Neighborhoods
will be adopted… it has been referred
Plus Planning & Implementation
to committee.
Process. You’ll note that the sponsors
A highlight of the month was the
have now ofﬁcially inserted the “Plus”
landmarking of the Golden Gate Park
into the title…as an effort to convince
Music Concourse (see elsewhere in
folks that it is indeed an asset, or
this newsletter). Thanks to Kathy
to hint at stripping Planning of its
Howard (RCA) for her dedication on
role in the ordinance… hmmm the
this issue! We love it when we can
possibilities…
announce something we support has
At any rate, BN+ was continued
succeeded.
twice: once on February 7th and again
What more have I done for CSFN
Supervisor Fiona Ma has taken the strongest
on the 14th. It is now scheduled to be
this month? (what a question —
stand against “Better Neighborhoods”
heard for a First Reading on Feb 28th.
there’s always more! and there’s much
We are requesting the City Attorney’s
more elaboration on what I’ve written here!) But there is
Ofﬁce to review the procedure this ordinance has taken
no more room.
over the months. With all the substantive amendments,
Next month we will hopefully have a report on the
we feel it should be referred back to the Planning
Clean & Green Summit as well as the meeting called by
Commission.
David Heller concerning BRT on Geary (see elsewhere
On February 7, I had the privilege of being present at
in this newsletter). There may also bewhat promises to
the Board of Supervisors meeting where we were treated
be an interesting item Milton Marks and attorney Allen
to a real show. On the Agenda were both the proposed
Grossman have approached me with… however, I have yet
constraints on residential parking in C3 Districts and good
to hear more than a quick phone intro to date.
ol’ Better Neighborhoods. When C3 parking came up,
Don’t forget: CSFN will be meeting with Mayor
Supe Alioto Pier tossed a surprise into the ring when she
Newsom on March 15th. Please let me know if you or
read a letter from Planning Director Dean Macris stating a
another member of your organization will be able to be
position on the issue contrary to one previously stated. To
there. These meetings are really great!
further confuse the issue, the letter was not on letterhead,
Thanks, and see you at the February 21st General
nor was it signed: The room erupted: Planning’s Larry
Assembly meeting!
Badiner rushed to phone Director Macris as did Supervisor
…Judith Berkowitz (EMIA)
Daly. I highly recommend you take a look at the streaming
video on the SFGTV webpage; it’s very entertaining!
The next Agenda item was BN+. Supe Fiona Ma stood
to propose an amendment to 312A so it would state that
Discretionary Review (DR) would be mandatory instead
of the severe limitation it now states. She then moved
Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official voice of
to table the item. Unfortunately, it died for lack of a
the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4
second. Then Supe Ross Mirkarimi stood to amend the
Organization.
proposed ordinance by carving out Geary from Franklin
To Submit Articles: email articles by the ﬁfth of the month to:
dougcoms@aol.com Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necesto Masonic (the very area for which the ordinance is
sarily the opinion of the CSFN. We invite material from member organizations
initially proposed). And as if that weren’t enough, Supe
as well as rebuttal to articles already printed. Articles are written by the
Daly requested speciﬁcity: the developers get what they
editor unless otherwise designated. We reserve the right to edit where neceswant out of the proposed ordinance… he wants the same
sary. Member organizations receive the newsletter without charge. Copies:
consideration for public beneﬁts. The Geary corridor will
Members/$10, Non-members/$15.

President’s Message
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PUC Begins Draft on New
Wastewater Master Plan

An early evening rain kept some members from the January
17th meeting, but those who attended were among the ﬁrst
in the city to hear a presentation from the San Francisco
Public Utilities Commission on long-range planning for the
city’s waste water.
Led by spokesman Tony Winnicker, PUC staff members
took turns describing a new Waste Water Master Plan
(WWMP) that will encompass a wide spectrum of issues
including: present system deﬁciencies, fast-changing
technology, seismic stability, ﬁnancial obligation,
neighborhood concerns, conversion of storm drain water
for garden use and, above all, “how to ensure that the high
quality of waste treatment and recycling now being carried
out will continue over the next 30 years.” Winnicker also
assured those present that drafting the new Master Plan
would be an “open process with public workshops for
maximum input.”
The present
system, unlike
most cities, combines waste water
collected from
households with
that from storm
drains, all of
which (an average of 80 million
gallons per day)
travels through
900 miles of sewer pipe into one
of three treatment
plants located in
the north, southwest and southeast of the city, with the great
majority (80 percent) going into the latter. Large storage
boxes holding 200 million gallons surround the city like an
underground moat. The solid residue of the treated wastewater (“bio solids” or sludge) is graded by organic content,
with 70 percent going to landﬁlls in Solano County.
Like most of the city’s infrastructure, the waste water
system is aging. Most of the sewers are over 70 years old.
The sewer failure rate is estimated to double in the next
10 years. During days of heavy rain, 10–15 times a year,
the storage boxes overﬂow directly into the sea. Neighbors
living in proximity to the Southeast Treatment Plant
particularly complain about the odor.
Although the chair of CSFN’s Water Taskforce, Joan
Girardot (MCIPOA), was absent because of illness, she
was represented by Nancy Wuerfel (SPEAK), who asked
about enforcement of the “capacity fees” (for developers
of new buildings) — a revenue stream that Joan has
worked hard to get implemented. Winnicker replied that,
although fee notices had been issued by the PUC, he was
not sure if anyone had actually paid up, as the responsibility
for collection was that of the Department of Building
Inspection. It sounded like a familiar case of the city failing
to follow through on collection of what is owed them.
During the presentation, John Bardis (ISAC) repeatedly
asked Tyrone Jue, WWMP communications head, what had
happened to the cross-town sewer project, an integral part
of the last (1974) Master Plan, but which was never actually
built. It wasn’t until the Q&A that the question was ﬁnally
answered, not by Jue, but rather by CSFN member Tony

Sacco (NMTIA) when he said, “I attended meetings on
the subject every Saturday morning for a year and what
happened was that the cross-town sewer was going to
have an air vent in Bernal Heights. The neighbors there
fought it and won.”
Although the drafting process will be carried out
over the next year and a half, it is important that we
follow it closely. It will empower the PUC to make
enormous changes — the 1974 master plan resulted in the
treatment plant at Oceanside. The PUC Citizens Advisory
Committee has a subcommittee devoted to wastewater
that meets on the 3rd Thursday of every month, 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 1155 Market Street in the 4th Floor
conference room. More information is available at www.
sfwater.org and a website especially for the master plan
will be up soon at www.sfsewers.org.
…Karen Crommie (CVIA)

Music Concourse Landmark
Celebration at City Hall
On February 9th the Landmarks Preservation Advisory
Board celebrated the landmarking of the Golden Gate Park
Music Concourse. The ceremony was held on the Mayor’s
Balcony overlooking the dramatic City Hall Rotunda.
Over 100 members of the public and city ofﬁcials
attended. Landmarks Board
President Bridget Maley,
Mayor Newsom, Supervisor
President Aaron Peskin, and
Sponsor Supervisor Ross
Mirkarimi spoke eloquently
of the importance of the
Music Concourse to San
Francisco and the value
of preserving our historic
heritage.
President Maley thanked
the members of the public,
the commissions and the
many organizations who contributed to this process,
including the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods.
After the ceremony, everyone shared a cake handdecorated with a picture of the Concourse.
…Kathy Howard (RCA)
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Land Use & Housing • Monday Feb 20th 6PM;
at Northern Police Stn. • Chair: John Bardis
jbardis@xdm.com 776-2014
Media Relations • Monday Feb 20th 5PM;
at Northern Stn. • Chair: Richard Shadoian •
sfrichard@sbcglobal.net • 387-9085
Bylaws • Chair: Evelyn Wilson • 566-7826
evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net
Government & Elections • Chair: Barbara Meskunas •
sfmeskunas@aol.com
Newsletter • Chair: Mary Helen Briscoe • 346-1448
Open Space • Chair: Ramona Albright • 621-9621
Water Task Force • Chair: Joan Girardot • 346-5525

Executive Committee Report
for January 2006

Chair Steven Gruel called the CSFN ExCom to order at
7:05 p.m. at its regularly scheduled meeting on January
25, 2006 at Northern Police Station. Present were: Judith
Berkowitz, Barbara Meskunas, Bud Wilson, Eileen Boken,
Dick Millet, Evelyn Wilson, and Richard Shadoian.
Excused were: Lionel Brazil and Doug Comstock. Guests:
Cheryl Brodie, Babette Drefke, and Joan Girardot.
President’s Report: President Judith Berkowitz
reported that she received correspondence from Tim Colen
(GWPNA) and Joan Downey (CVIA) seeking CSFN
positions on the proposed Goldman Institute housing
development on Geary, and Saturday closure of the JFK.
1st Vice President’s Report: No report.
2nd Vice President’s Report: Resolution letter re
Garbage Impound Accounts ﬁnished. President Berkowitz
will deliver to Supervisors.
Corresponding Secretary: Excused.
Recording Secretary: Draft minutes of January 2006
CSFN general meeting are half ﬁnished.
Treasurer: Barbara Meskunas reported that she has the
bank statement and needs any outstanding bills so she can
close the books for 2005.
Program: The February 21, 2006 program will consist
of matters pertaining to Controller Edward Harrington
proposed budget for 2006.
Unﬁnished Business: Evelyn Wilson reported that she
talked with May Barry (SHARP) with respect to conducting
a ﬁnancial audit of CSFN’s 2005 books.
New Business: Cheryl Brodie, President of Haight
Ashbury Improvement Association (HAIA), spoke to
present her organization for membership in CSFN. It was
moved and seconded that the HAIA be recommended to
the General Assembly as a new member to the CSFN. This
passed unanimously.
The following individuals were mentioned as candidates
to run for the nominating committee: John Barry, Joan
Girardot, Mary Harris, Sharon Eberhardt, Mary Helen
Briscoe, John Bardis, Cheryl Brodie. Additional names will
be taken from the ﬂoor prior to the nominating committee
election at the Feb GA.
It was moved and seconded that the ExComm write a
letter to the Board of Supervisors recommending that new
leadership of the San Francisco County Transportation
Advisory Board be chosen because so many decisions
have adversely affected the neighborhoods. This passed
unanimously. President Berkowitz will distribute this letter
to supervisors along with the other correspondence.
Announcements: Judith Berkowitz discussed the
proposed dwelling unit merger (DUM) policy changes
which are in front of the Planning Commission and the
variety of views that the CSFN Land Use & Housing
Committee members have expressed in regard to those
proposed policy changes.
The next ExComm meeting will be March 29, 2006 at
7:00 p.m.
Adjournment at 8:38 p.m.
…Submitted by Steven F. Gruel (GGHNA) Chair
and Richard Shadoian (CVIA) 2nd VP

Reports of Meetings Held by
Land Use & Housing Committee
Special Meeting of January 9, 2006. A Special Meeting of
the CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee was convened
on January 9, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room of
the Northern Police Station.
The committee heard progress reports on and/or
considered the following matters: committee rules
and the proposed Better Neighborhoods Planning &
Implementation ordinance.
The committee voted to change the regular meeting date
of the committee to the third Monday of the month. The
meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.
Regular Meeting of January 16, 2006. The Regular
Meeting of the CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee
was convened on January 16, 2006 at 6:06 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Northern Police Station.
The committee heard progress reports on and/or
considered the following matters: proposed Better
Neighborhoods Planning & Implementation legislation
and setting up meetings with members of the Board of
Supervisors.
The committee agreed to convene a special meeting on
January 30, 2006. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
Special Meeting of January 30, 2006. A Special Meeting of
the CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee was convened
on January 30, 2006 at 6:12 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Northern Police Station.
The committee heard progress reports on and/or
considered the following matters: proposed Better
Neighborhoods Planning & Implementation legislation and
meetings with the members and/or staffs of the Board of
Supervisors.
The committee agreed to convene a special meeting on
February 6, 2006. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Special Meeting of February 6, 2006. A Special Meeting of
the CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee was convened
on February 6, 2006 at 6:12 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Northern Police Station.
The committee heard progress reports on and/or
considered the following matters: proposed Better
Neighborhoods Planning & Implementation legislation and
meetings with the members and/or staffs of the Board of
Supervisors.
The committee agreed to convene a special meeting on
February 13, 2006. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
…John Bardis (ISAC) Chairman
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE DUE
PLEASE MAIL YOURS IN TODAY
If you need the membership form go to:
www.csfn.net/members.html (bottom of page)
or call Barbara - 921-3455

Impound Account review process, and propose one-time
expenditures beneﬁting the Solid Waste Management Program. MOVED, 2nd, PASSED (19 yes, 0 no). Next meeting
on February 20 5:00PM.
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER by Pres. Judy
GOVERNMENT & ELECTIONS COMMITTEE
Berkowitz at 7:08 pm at Northern Police Station, Tuesday,
meets at Northern Police Station 7:00pm Thurs 2 Feb.
17 January 2006
2006; Barbara Meskunas
QUORUM ascertained: 19 organizations and 7 guests
“SPECIAL EVENT” SUPERVISOR FIONA MA:
attending.
Spoke to IMPOUND ACCOUNT needs auditing, more
INTRODUCTION of Delegates and Guests.
oversight and accountability.
PRESENTATION by HOST ORGANIZATIONS:
She also spoke on Better Neighborhoods + legislaTwin Peaks Council & Open Space Conservancy
tion: Doesn’t like some of the restrictions, ie. on DRs, must
(TPC&OSC) and Sunset Heights Association of Respongo back to BOARD’s Land
sible People (SHARP).
Use Committee because of
OFFICERS’ REPORTS:
amendments.
President’s MESSAGE:
PROGRAM:
Judy Berkowitz, page 2, Jan.’06
SFPUC Wastewater
Newsletter, plus Daniel Homsey
Treatment: Tony Winnof the Mayor’s Ofﬁce conﬁrmed
icker, Dir. of Communicathat the CSFN meeting with
tions of PUC and Tyrone
Mayor Newsom will be 15
Jue, Master Planner spoke
March.
to Waste Water System
1st VICE PREZ, Steve
Master Plan: We have a
Gruel, page 4, Jan. ‘06 Newsletcombined Sewer and Storm
ter.
Water (street water) System
2nd VICE PREZ, Richwhich treats both waters
ard Shadoian: page 6, Media
equally, more expensively,
Relations Committee Report,
80 M gals/day without
Impound Account Resolution.
rain. 70% of our system is
RECORDING SEC’Y,
very, very old. Much of the
Dick Millet: 15 November ‘05
water is trapped in street
Minutes in Jan. ‘06 Newsletter,
underground traps and
page 4 “approved” as printed in
pumped 20% to the west
newsletter.
treatment plant and 80%
TREASURER, B.
Sunset Scavanger’s Presentation is always memorable.
to the southeast (Bayview)
Meskunas: Cash Activity Report
treatment plant. It would
as of 17 January ‘06 submitted.
pump the treated waste water from the east treatment plant
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, Lionel Brazil:
to the Ocean for disposal. Public Workshops on Wastewater
NONE
Master Plan will begin throughout the City in March. see
COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS:
www.sfsewer.org PS Yes, we do treat some of Brisbane’s
MEDIA RELATIONS COMMITTEE “Impound
wastewater.
Account” resolution on page 6 of Jan. “06 Newsletter: BE
NEW BUSINESS:
IT RESOLVED, that the CSFN supports a requirement
SPEAK submitted a resolution for the CSFN
that the city administration provide accounting and proFebruary meeting regarding “Recreation and Park Departgram information to the Board of Supervisors, and for the
BOARD to oversee the budgets, uses and programs funded ments” audits to be printed in full in February Newsletter.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
by the portion of the Impound Account returned to the
PARTY: IFC Branch 290 ‘ANNUAL CRAB CIOPCity; and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the BOARD
PINO’ Dinner: 6:00pm Sat. 4 Feb ‘06 at Corpus Christi
should publicly review the proposed 5 year City Budget
Hall, Alemany Blvd and Santa Rosa Ave. $27 advance pay
and programs to be funded through the Impound Account
to ensure that they are in compliance with the intended uses only, call: Mary 333-7939 or Fosca 584-4319.
“Save Ansel Adams Grove” by Mary McAfee,
of the Account, and make their recommendations known
WPNA. Asks that CSFN write the Mayor to stop the sale of
to the Director of DPW and the Refuse Rate Board before
the property 24th Ave and Lobos Creek. Save Ansel Adams
the City’s budgets are incorporated into the new garbage
Grove.
rates; and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the BOARD
ADJOURNMENT: 9:41 pm.
should identify any amounts collected by Norcal in excess
…Dick Millet (PBNA) Recording Secretary
of the originally approved City budgets during its annual

Draft Minutes General Assembly Meeting
17 January 2006
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14th – please call Barbara for the location if you are not a
committee member.
...Submitted by Barbara Meskunas (BANG) Chair

Report of the Government
& Elections Committee

The G & E Committee convened at Northern Police
Station at 7:15 PM on February 2nd to consider two June
ballot propositions: the Laguna Honda ballot initiative;
and Supervisor Peskin’s Port Commission reform measure.
Members present were Cheryl Brodie, Joan Girardot,
Judy Berkowitz, Doug Comstock and Barbara Meskunas.
Proponents of each measure
were present; opponents were
invited but did not attend.
Attorney Howard Chabner
presented the Laguna Honda
initiative, which seeks to
establish a special use district
to prevent co-mingling of
Laguna Honda’s traditional
population with younger
patients discharged from SF
General with behavioral and
mental problems as a primary
diagnosis. (This practice led
Howard Chabner,
to many incidents of abuse of
SF for Laguna Honda
the long term disabled and senior patients.) CSFN already
has a position urging the city to return to the old admissions
policy, but supporting this initiative would make CSFN’s
support of seniors and disabled patients requiring long term
skilled nursing care permanent, and no longer subject to
City Hall politics. CSFN also supported the 1999 bond
measure for $299 million to rebuild Laguna Honda for our
seniors, not for some other more lucrative (for the city)
patient population. The G & E committee voted unanimous
support to recommend an early endorsement vote by CSFN.
Jon Golinger presented Supervisor Peskin’s Port
Commission reform proposal, which received unanimous
support from the G ^ E Committee, but which has since
been withdrawn by Supervisor Peskin.
CSFN will vote on an early endorsement of Laguna
Honda at its 2/21 meeting – speakers for both sides will be
invited to present.
The G & E Committee will next meet at 5 PM on March

CSFN Meeting with Mayor Newsom
Wednesday March 15 City Hall

Members of CSFN, both delegates and individual neighborhood group members, may contact Judith Berkowitz to
attend this meeting.
To focus the meeting, there will be an emphasis on three
topics:
• Proposed Better Neighborhoods Planning & Implementation Process Policy
• Seismic Safety
• Garbage Rates
Contact Info: 824-0617 sfjberk@mac.com

Rec and Park Audit Resolution

Every time Harvey Rose publishes an audit, at least
$250,000 of City funds is spent for a report that usually
goes on the shelf. Rec and Parks has the third highest budget of all City departments and comes under intense criticism from Harvey Rose because it is chronically short
of funding for the most needed projects. Last year they
diverted $16 million to the Harding Golf Course make-over
from Open Space programs intended “for the most heavily
populated and economically disadvantaged areas in each
jurisdiction.” No division or function is spared criticism;
the audit suggests remedies for each of the oversight and
accountability problems that plague the Department year
after year, but nothing will happen unless the public’s voice
is raised. The recently published audit of Recreation and
Parks Department should not go unnoticed. SPEAK Board
recommend to the Coalition that they endorse our motion
calling for a public hearing before Rec and Park Commission and afterwards, before the Board of Supervisors, to
bring to light the continual mismanagement and malfunction of the Recreation and Parks Department.
On January 16, 2006, SPEAK Board voted unanimously
the following Motion and transmitted it to CSFN Assembly
on January 17, 2006 for vote at the February 2006 meeting.
Whereas, the recently completed audit of the Recreation and Parks Department reveals numerous examples of
financial and managerial malfunction which wastes money
and often lacks even minimal oversight and accountability;
Whereas, one glaring example, the transfer of gardening staff and millions of dollars in money that was meant to
be used for underserved neighborhoods to the revamping of
Harding Golf Course, should be held up to public scrutiny;
Whereas, fees for the use of Recreation and Parks
facilities are often increased but service to residents is
decreased and fees are often not collected from promoters
of special events in a timely manner;
Therefore be it resolved, that the Coalition for San
Francisco Neighborhoods hereby request that the Recreation and Parks Commission hold a special meeting, apart
from their regular monthly meeting, in order to hear, as
soon as possible, public comment on the Department audit,
so that the suggestions made for improvement which were
brought to light in the audit may not be filed away and
forgotten;
Be it further resolved, that the SPEAK Board suggests to the many groups that belong to the Coalition for
San Francisco Neighborhoods that they read and study this
important audit and, as individual groups, join with SPEAK
to request this special hearing; and that the Coalition as a
body vote to endorse this request.
…Submitted by Mary Anne Miller (SPEAK)
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India Basin —

Trashing the Promise

India Basin Playground is art and fun for children

India Basin Park was intended to be the showpiece
of Mayor Willie Brown’s program of shoreline park
development. Only blocks from the Hunter’s Point
Shipyards and the Projects, India Basin Park (on
Evans Avenue near the PG&E plant) boasts carefullycrafted slides and swings, a basketball court, walks
and lawns with special areas for wheelchair-bound
children, and a magniﬁcent view of San Francisco
Bay. Mayor Brown made a promise to the children of
this neighborhood in India Basin Park and India Basin
Open Space. It should have been kept.
Sadly, we have but to walk 100 feet in any
direction from the SS India Basin play structure to
witness the trashing of that promise.
To the north and south, we ﬁnd symbols of RPD’s
non-maintenance — abandoned shopping carts not
removed for 8 months or more. One hundred feet
to the east, a “picturesque” truck tire graces the
beach looking out over the Bay. One hundred feet to
the west, at the entrance to the park, is a Dumpster
overﬂowing with trash. Old couches and clothing
greet you as you drive into the park.
Around the shoreline from India Basin Park is

India Basin Open Space. It has a true sandy beach and
grassy hills, with a bench-and-table dotted walk just
above the beach. If India Basin Park is the playground
for younger children and for basketball players, then
India Basin Open Space is for older, adventurous
children to exercise their imaginations. Except for the
hazards of trash. While hiking up one of the sandy
hills, I tore my heavy leather hiking shoe open on
a jagged piece of rebar sticking out of the hillside.
Lucky I wasn’t wearing the sneakers most of the
children wear! India Basin Open Space has mounds of
broken glass, grafﬁti-covered benches and tables, and
strange iron objects that appear to have been dumped
on the beach.
If Mayor Brown made a promise to the children
of the Hunter’s Point neighborhoods, then what does
San Francisco’s failure to keep that promise say to
those children? India Basin Park and India Basin Open
Space had — and still have — that promise. All that is
lacking is proper and regular maintenance.
…Wayne Lanier (PRO-SF)

Reality: Homeless carts, clothing discards and other unsightly
refuse mar the vision that drove the plan for the children’s playground. Is anyone watching?

Hosting Order

To ease the process of hosting refreshments for the monthly
General Assembly meetings; we will be publishing in advance
the hosting order for each neighborhood organization in this
newsletter. This should give the member organizations plenty
of time to plan for hosting or to ask to be pushed back a few
months due to unforeseen circumstances within their associations.
We all know things come up at the last minute and the order
may need to be changed.
At this time, Ramona Albright is my lead person on the
coordination. You may call her (621-9621) or me, Lionel Brazil
(334-2670) if you foresee any problems with the printed order.
Thank you!
February: SPEAK & BVNA
March: TPIC & WPNA
April: BVHPCC & BANG
May: VNN & SFNA
…Lionel Brazil (EDIA) Corresponding Secretary
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President:
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:
Treasurer:
Recording Secretary:
Corresp. Secretary:
Member at Large:
Member at Large:
Member at Large:

Judith Berkowitz • sfjberk@mac.com • 824-0617
Steve Gruel • attystevengruel@sbcglobal.net
Richard Shadoian • sfrichard@sbcglobal.net
Barbara Meskunas • sfmeskunas@aol.com
Dick Millet • milletdick@yahoo.com
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Seismic Safety

(Cont’d from p 1)
that new high-rises meet seismic safety
requirements and our post-quake shelter-in-place
goals.
2. The Community Safety Element of the General
Plan adopted during the Brown Administration
needs revision to strengthen policy and deﬁne
the implementation program for seismic safety.
The pre-1997 Element should be revisited as it
contained excellent policies.
B. Housing Stock
1. Foundation retroﬁt upon title transfer or within 10
years is required to reduce injury and ﬁre.
2. NERT certiﬁcation should be required for all multiunit property resident managers and staffs.
3. The City should require the posting of signs
disclosing seismic risks at building entrances:
a. for those entering and leasing buildings
constructed prior to the 1974 code changes
b. that tenants/residents will be responsible for:
1.) self-evacuation
2.) putting out small ﬁres, and
3.) the rescue of others in the building
C. Union Contracts
1. Union contracts should include NERT training and
certiﬁcation as well as annual retraining and recertiﬁcation.
2. Pre-positioning of emergency supplies at City
ofﬁces for City employees: each employee will be
a disaster worker. Red Cross survival backpacks
should also be issued to those employees.
D. Red Cross survival backpacks should be issued to
City voters via vouchers free of charge on election
day (absentees to be mailed) as residents are not
prepared with supplies that are portable. Backpacks
would provide a mobile, 7-day supply of water, food,
medical, hygiene and shelter. Volume discounts and
vendor donations would reduce the cost per backpack;
vouchers would be redeemable at police and/or ﬁre
stations.
E. NERT-TV. NERT training can be done en masse via
TV (e.g. KQED), cable and internet. NERT training
should include the Japanese system of pre-positioned
foam ﬁre suppression pumps located in kuras (miniwarehouses) on each City block.
F. Automatic Gas Shutoff: Automatic gas shutoff for
buildings subject to ﬁre risk should be required to
minimize neighborhood ﬁre risk.
G. Water: In 1906, the PUC low-pressure hydrant water
system failed as a result of 23,000 breaks. There must
be a continuing program to extend the SFFD AWSS
high-pressure system to areas not currently served by
it. This may require a bond.
H. Administrative
1. Change the ﬁre code to require foam based ﬁre
suppression systems for multi-unit buildings.
2. Change codes to require pre-positioning of
emergency supplies (i.e. water) in hotels, residential
hotels, schools and ofﬁces.
3. All City Departments should also take up DBI’s
excellent CAPPS model under the overall direction
of the Ofﬁce of Emergency Services (OES) utilizing
SF STAT.
…Charley Marsteller (VNN)
—8—

Beautifying your neighborhood can now be very expensive!

Tree Tax

(Cont’d from p 1)
This “encroachment” fee is no more than a “stealth
tax,” a hidden “Tree & Beauty Tax” which strikes most
severely on small homeowners. This is shown by the fact
that the Ordinance states that the increased tax will be
added as a line-item to the homeowner’s tax bill.
The DPW’s John Kwong, in answer to complaints
writes: “The current law mandates that all encroachments
are subject to this annual assessment, whether the
encroachment has a general public beneﬁt or not. For
example, landscaping strips, or tree pots, are not exempted
from the current law. In addition, there are no provisions in
the law for the Department to waive these assessments.
“The Department of Public Works is working to
identify those encroachments that beneﬁt the greater
general public. The law is being reevaluated and during
this review process, all assessments are on hold pending
Board of Supervisors’ review of the law.”
Concerned homeowners, neighbors who have enjoyed
sidewalk improvements, Friends of the Urban Forest, SF
Beautiful, and other organizations who wish to promote
tree planting and beautiﬁcation of San Francisco should
protest to the Mayor’s Ofﬁce and to the Supervisors.
Possibilities for further protest are the ﬁling a Writ
of Mandate Against This Tree & Beauty Tax and/or
supporting a RECALL Proposition against Ordinance
#179-05.
…Mary Helen Briscoe (PRO-SF)

Ansel Adams Grove

(Cont’d from p 1)
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artists, historians, and citizens of all ages from all
over the state, the country, and the world has been
overwhelming. The importance that this memorial
could have for San Francisco as a capital of the
environmental movement cannot be overstated.
It’s not too late to stop the sale. It must still
be approved by the City’s Budget and Finance
Committee, the full Board of Supervisors, and the
Mayor.
The SFPUC has acted in bad faith with those
trying to protect this unique parcel from development,
intentionally and knowingly defying the Board of
Supervisors, proﬁting from a disaster they caused,
making a mockery of the General Plan and other
ordinances which the sale and development of this
unique parcel would obviously violate. Why the
supervisors would choose to ignore and/or tolerate
this remains a mystery. The underlying message being
sent to the SFPUC is, if you don’t like what you hear
from the Board of Supervisors, just ignore them,
stall, lie and plead ignorance, and eventually it will
all go away. As Supervisor Tom Ammiano once said
about all this, “It’s a hell of a way to run a railroad.”
…Mary Russo McAfee (WPNA)

BENEFACTORS

San Francisco Apartment Association
San Francisco Fire Fighters Local 798
Residential Builders Assn

PATRONS

Retired Firemen & Widows Assn of SF
Law Ofﬁces of Steven F. Gruel

SPONSORS

Thanks to Our Sponsors 2006!

Development of this parcel would violate several
of the “Applicable General Plan Objectives 		
and Policies:”
• Houses on these lots would cost at least $4
million, and would not meet the objective of
affordable housing
• Building 2 houses in place of one is overcrowding
and affects the character of the neighborhood.
• It is highly unlikely to provide adequate rental
housing opportunities.
• This infill housing is inappropriately located at
the edge of the Richmond neighborhood and
adjacent to a fragile watershed and National
Park.
• Houses built on the two lots would permanently
obscure the view of the landmark Ansel Adams’
home mitigating preservation of an historic
building.
• The site located on the Lobos Creek watershed
and directly adjacent to the wildlife habitat
restoration project of the GGNRA would
adversely affect parks and open space.
Nearly $2 million of the $3 million loss from the
’95 “sewer collapse” loss is identiﬁed as “estimated
loss of interest.” Most of the actual “out-of-pocket”
costs have been recovered from state and federal
disaster funds not necessitating sale of this property.
The PUC is not legally required” to dispose of
surplus property at a fair market value. Financial
arrangements are routinely granted by the PUC when
deemed in the interest of “good public relations.
Neighbors did raise nearly $500,000 in pledges
secured in 2001 with a modest, local fund-raising
effort. The Board of Supervisors supported the
purchase of the entire parcel “as a single lot and
not considering its future speculative value.” (Sup.
Peskin). We had no doubt whatsoever that numerous
funding sources interested in environmental, cultural,
and historic preservation would have been easily
identiﬁed. Our attempts to approach environmental
institutions were blocked by the PUC.
The PUC’s Gary Dowd refused on several occasions to give the National Park Service access to the
property, stating that he “had no intention of allowing
the parcel to be sold as a single lot,” in direct deﬁance
of the Board of Supervisor’s directive.
An unknown quantity of toxins and contaminants
are still buried on the site and the vertical stability
of the soils is compromised. Any structures on the
site will have to be anchored in the bedrock below
the debris. The result of drilling through layers of
contaminated soil to build on piers on the adjacent
watershed and creek cannot be determined.
Far from being a NIMBY issue, neighbors have
proposed a compromise solution which would, in
fact, block their views. This compromise would
create a single, newly conﬁgured lot for the PUC to
sell through a simple land-swap. This advantageous
plan is supported by the NPS but rejected by the
PUC.
In this compromise the NPS would give the City
a small piece of land to complete the rectangular new
lot, while the City would grant easement rights to the
Park to develop the Grove.
The out-pouring of support from conservationists,
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East Mission Improvement Assn
Excelsior District Improvement Assn
Forest Knolls Neighborhood Org
Laurel Heights Improvement Assn
Miraloma Park Improvement Club
Mission Creek Harbor Assn
New Mission Terrace Improvement Assn
North Beach Neighbors
OMI Neighbors in Action
PRO-SF
Richmond Community Assn
Russian Hill Improvement Assn
Russian Hill Neighbors
SPEAK
Twin Peaks Improvement Assn
Van Ness Neighbors
Friends of the Music Concourse
SF Taxpayers Union
John Bardis
Fiona Ma for Assembly
Judith Berkowitz
Barbara Meskunas
Sue Cauthen
Dick Millet
Karen & David Crommie
Frank Noto
Joan Girardot
Janet Reilly for Assembly
Al & Mary Harris
Richard Shadoian
Ed Jew
Patricia Vaughey

Program/Action Items

Resolution Regarding Rec & Park SPEAK - p.6
Resolution Regarding Seismic Safety VNN - p.1
Election of Nominating Committee
New Member Approval HAIA

Feb

st

21

Ansel Adams Grove........................................1
Seismic Safety Resolution ...............................1
Tax on Trees and Beauty.....................................1
President’s Message..........................................2
Wastewater Master Plan....................................3
Landmark for Music Concourse .......................3
January ExComm Report ...................................4
LU&H Committee Reports..................................4
January Draft Minutes.....................................5
Govt. & Elections Committee............................6
Meeting With the Mayor...............................6
Rec and Park Audit Resolution........................6
India Basin Playground.......................................7

General Assembly Meeting
February 21, 2006
6:30 I. Sign In and Refreshments
7:00 II. Call to Order/Ascertain Quorum
A. Introduction of Delegates and Guests
B. Hosts
1. Buena Vista Neighborhood Assn/BVNA
2. Sunset Parkside Education & Action Committee/SPEAK
7:15 III. Approval of January 2006 Minutes
7.20 IV. Ofﬁcers’ Reports
A. President
B. Vice Presidents
C. Secretaries
D. Treasurer
7:30 V. Committee Action Items – written reports are in newsletter
A. Land Use & Housing
B. Media Relations
C. Open Space
D. Water Task Force
E. Gov’t & Elections
1. Laguna Honda – early endorsemnent
2. Port Commission – early endorsement
8:00 VI. Unﬁnished Business
A. SPEAK Resolution – Recreation and Parks Audit
B. VNN Resolution – Seismic Safety
8:15 VII. New Business
A. HAIA Membership Vote
B. Election of Nominating Committee
8:30 VIII. Program
Ed Harrington, Controller: proposed 2006 Budget
9:15 IX. Announcements
9:30 X. Adjournment

Visitors Please Sign the Visitors Roster

Location: Northern Police Station, Fillmore & Turk Streets (Parking in Rear)
Public Transit: MUNI #22 Fillmore, 31 Balboa & 38 Geary Lines
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