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Public Meetings for the 
Natural Areas Program

     The Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods has had 
an interest in the Recreation and Park Department’s Natural 
Areas Program (NAP) for several years.  Many non-native 
trees have been destroyed in the 31 natural areas.  With 
the support of the Coalition, park advocates have been 
successful in negotiating an agreement with the Recreation 
and Park Department about NAP.  
     As a result of that agreement, NAP is revising the 
management plan for the natural areas. The natural areas 
are about 25% of all park acreage.  Those who participated 
in negotiating that agreement believe that we have 
achieved significant protection for our urban forest.  More 
importantly, NAP is now obligated to present its plans for 
each natural area to the public for comment.  Three public 
meetings have been scheduled:

Northern & Central Parks: 
Wednesday, June 22nd 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Glen Park Recreation Center, Bosworth & 
O’Shaughnessy

1. Golden Gate Park (Oak Woodlands, Strawberry Hill, 

NEW CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
PLANNED FOR MUSIC CONCOURSE 

The Surface 
Improvements 
Project
     As part of the 
final changes to the 
Music Concourse, a 
renovation project will 
be starting in a few 

weeks in the Music Concourse Bowl.  Friends of the Music 
Concourse has been tracking this project for over a year.  
After reviewing the preliminary construction documents, 
we found some areas of concern in regards to tree 
preservation.  We have been meeting with the Department 
of Recreation and Park regularly to address these concerns.
     In the fall of 2004, Rec and Park hired an outside 
consulting arborist, Joseph McNeil, who is a specialist in 
the protection of trees during construction.  In November 
the arborist issued a report with specific recommendations 
for tree care during this project.  As of this date, Rec 
and Park has not yet decided which of the arborist’s 
recommendations will be implemented.  Friends of the 
Music Concourse appreciates Rec and Park’s efforts to 
take special care of these trees and strongly recommends 
implementation of the arborist’s recommendations. If 
properly cared for, these trees can live many more years 
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Nominating Committee: Election 
of Officers at Next Meeting

              George Zaback is 
smiling because the 
work of the Nomi-
nating Committee is 
done. He served as 
Chair for the process, 
and, as the election 
nears, he’s feeling 
confident that the 
membership will elect 
good officers. 

The original 
nominations were 
presented at last 
April’s meeting, and 
nominations proceed-

ed from the floor. New nominations from the floor included 
John Barry, a former officer, and Doug Comstock, current 
Treasurer and erstwhile editor of Neighborhood Views. 
Member-at-Large Candidate Joan Girardot has withdrawn.

The candidates’ bios are located on page 4, so be pre-
pared to vote on Tuesday.

How is City Hall Shafting 
the Neighborhoods?  
Let me count the ways …
     Budget season opening day is on the horizon, but 
participating will once again be an exercise in futility.  
Taxpayers who don’t know any better will show up for 
hearings that resemble Greek tragedies, presided over 
by Supervisors with no financial knowledge or training 
who see the opportunity to grandstand on public access 
television to benefit their ideological agendas and 
constituencies.  
     Taxpayers are always the big losers in these tragedies, 
which is why we prefer to concentrate on the elections 
process, a venue where we at least have a fighting chance.
Laguna Honda
     A ballot initiative is awaiting approval at the City 
Attorney’s office that will designate the Laguna Honda 
Hospital grounds a Special Use District to provide long 

(Cont. p 2)
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Shafting (Cont. from P. 1)

term skilled nursing care for the needy frail, elderly and 
physically disabled.  It will prevent our misguided Mayor 
and Department of Public Health from turning Laguna 
Honda into a homeless shelter and sending our seniors out 
of town.  It will forever ban the admission of the kind of 
patients who have robbed and assaulted our seniors at the 
facility, even attacking a priest as he administered last rites 
to a dying man.  Most importantly, it will stop City Hall 
from endangering helpless people for the sake of pandering 
to favored special interest groups, and accomplishing a 
shameless and opportunist political agenda at great expense 
to the taxpayers.
     We are just beginning to learn how City Hall’s Laguna 
Honda Lie fits into the big picture.  Former City Attorney, 
now Police Commissioner Louise Renne has been busy 
meeting with outraged citizens, Laguna Honda staff 
(current and former), as of late to try to sell the Big Lie 
and dispel opposition to DPH Director Mitch Katz’s plan 
to turn Laguna Honda into an extension of SF General.  
She is telling people that the Special Use District initiative 
is supported by the “wrong people,” meaning not the 
Mayor, the DPH, or herself.  Renne’s law firm is profiting 
handsomely from this smear campaign, reportedly billing 
the city for tens of thousands of dollars in sole source 
services.  But it’s not working – neighbors, staff, and patient 
advocates are ready to hit the streets as soon as the language 
is released by Herrera’s office, and we have no doubt that 
he is under pressure from the Mayor to hold it until the very 
last day.
     The labor unions, to date, have been more concerned 
over the number of beds to be rebuilt than in who will sleep 
in them.  I noted that the Mayor’s “Blue Ribbon Task Force” 
to rebuild SF General includes Sal Rosselli, President of the 
healthcare workers union.  Fortunately, their billion-dollar 
request for a new hospital, wherever they decide to build 
it, will be voted on in June 2006.  We have told them that if 
they are not with us on Laguna Honda, we will not be with 
them next year.  
     After all, if they can’t be trusted to spend the $299 
million Laguna Honda bond issuance for the purpose 
intended by the voters, why would we trust them with three 
times that amount?  When our non-profit housing providers 
promised us 3,000 units of new housing for $100 million 
in bonds in 1996 and failed to deliver, the neighborhoods 
joined with a host of other taxpayer groups and defeated 
Prop B in 2002, and almost single-handedly defeated Prop A 
in 2004.  The message to City Hall from the neighborhoods 
is clear:  no new taxes without accountability.
     It would have been nice, and a lot cheaper, to convince 
four Supervisors to place this issue on the ballot.  But 
legislative action by the Supervisors may have triggered an 
environmental review, which a signature initiative does not, 
and we could not put more lives at risk by waiting for an 
uncertain outcome.

Neighborhood Firehouses
     CSFN is on record opposing the firehouse “brown-
outs”- a deceptive term that really means there is no one 
there on a rotating basis – and supports full staffing for our 
neighborhood fire stations.  It is therefore safe to assume 
that CSFN will sign on as an early supporter of this initiative 
currently being circulated by the Firefighters Union.
     Fiscal arguments will be made against this initiative, 
and the Mayor and Supervisors will wring their hands, 
point to a recent operations audit highlighting department 
inefficiencies, and cry poor.  
     What is really behind their targeting of the Fire 
Department is resentment of the public’s respect for our 
uniformed public safety personnel – public employees who 
risk their lives every day for the benefit of the taxpayers.  
When we see a police officer or firefighter, we know what 
we’re getting for our tax money and we are grateful.  With 
the Mayor, Supervisors, and most other city workers, we’re 
not so sure.  That is why initiatives presented to the voters 
by the police and fire unions always pass, as this one will.
Is it good public policy to continue to carve up the budget 
pie, casting in stone the percentages set aside for specific 
departments?  Of course not, but there’s precedent and an 
overriding need.  Over recent years, taxpayers disgusted 
with City Hall’s budget priorities and fat salaries decided 
to save their neighborhood libraries, youth programs, and 
MUNI with voter-approved mandated budget percentages.   
The Police Department has Charter protection for staffing 
levels.  That left the Fire Department to scramble for its 
piece of the leftovers, and that’s how our fire stations came 
to be closed.  
     A fiscally responsible solution would be a Charter 
overhaul to wipe out these set-asides, mandate public safety 
and health priorities in the budget process, and have service 
objectives determine staffing and salaries, rather than the 
other way around.  But with the lack of mental talent at 
City Hall, that scenario is not likely.
     The Neighborhood Firehouse Protection Initiative is our 
only recourse, if we don’t want to see our neighborhoods 
fall victim to City Hall patronage, pandering, and 
misplaced priorities.  
Moving On
     It has been my pleasure to serve CSFN as its President 
these past three years, and to have the opportunity of this 
column to share my thoughts, opinions, and conclusions 
with the membership.  
     I am hopeful that CSFN’s new President, Judy 
Berkowitz, will continue this editorial tradition.
     Whether or not we have agreed on every matter, I 
congratulate every member of every member organization 
for caring enough about our neighborhoods to give freely 
of their time, energy, experience, and abilities to make San 
Francisco a better place to live.
     City Hall can learn from us, and should.

...Submitted by Barbara Meskunas, CSFN President
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Minutes of the April 19, 2005
General Assembly of the CSFN 
1. Call to order.  President Barbara Meskunas brought the 
meeting to order at 7: 18 pm at the Northern Police Station.
 a. Quorum declared. Delegates and alternates represented 
20 CSFN member organizations.
 b. Agenda Approved.
 c. Introductions. 
2. Presentation by Host Organizations. Delegates Bud 
Wilson / GWPN and John Bardis / ISAC described their 
organizations, their objectives, history and issues.
3. Approval of Minutes from  March 18, 2005 meeting.  
The minutes were approved with the amendment under the 
Water Task Force Report that Frank Noto / GGHNA moved  
that the CSFN table  not adopt a resolution opposing sewer 
rate increase.   
4. Officers’ Reports:  
A. President: Barbara Meskunas / BANG reported that 
she received a letter from Debra Stein of GCA Strategies 
regarding the Sutro Tower. President Meskunas noted that 
the CSFN has had a standing resolution against expanding 
Sutro Tower. 
     President Meskunas described a letter authored by the 
Mayor regarding alleged improper comment or disparaging 
remarks during public comment at meetings.  
     President Meskunas mentioned that the GGHNA 
supports Steven Gruel for the 1st Vice President of the 
CSFN.  
B.  Vice President: Judith Berkowitz  / EMIA stated that 
the Excom Minutes were found on page 4 of the April 2005 
newsletter.  A motion was made to adopt the the actions  
listed in the Excom Minutes which was approved with one 
abstention. The next Excom meeting was set for April 27, 
at  6:00 p.m.
C.  Second Vice President: No Report.
D. Recording Secretary: Steven Gruel / GGHNA reported 
that on April 11, 2005 he attended a “kick-off” for the San 
Francisco Taxpayer Union.  
E.   Treasurer: Doug Comstock / PRO SF filed the 
treasurer’s report.   He mentioned that 11 organizations 
have not paid their dues.
F.  Corresponding Secretary: No report.
6.  Program:  
A. Director Tony Hall – discussed Future Development of 
Treasure Island 
B. Marilyn Wong, Executive Director of Historic Memorial 
Ships discussed the Batlteship Iowa; after her presentation, 
Bud Wilson / GWP moved for a resolution, which was 
passed by acclamation, for a CSFN letter supporting the 
Battleship Iowa placement in San Francisco. 
7. Committee Reports:
A. Land Use & Housing:  Judith Berkowitz  / EMIA 
directed the delegates to pages 4 of the CSFN April,  2005 
newsletter for the committee’s report.  Two resolutions 

were presented by the committee:
1. RESOLVED: CSFN endorses the Appeal of the 
Bike Plan to require initial review /EIR because it 
amends the General Plan and will create significant 
impacts on the environment   This passed unanimously. 
2.  RESOLVED: The Land Use Comte supports the 
traditional right of the Planning Commission to rehear 
any matters previously acted upon and on which 
conditions have been imposed which have subsequently 
been substantially modified.  This passed unanimously. 

B.  Water Task Force: Joan Girardot / MCIPOA reported 
that on March 22, 2005 the Public Utilities Commission 
proposed water and sewer rate increases were approved   
C.  Media Relations: No Report. 
D..  Open Space Committee:  Kathy Howard / Friends 
of the Music Concourse described the new construction 
project planned for the Music Concourse area. 
E. .Nominating Committee: George Zaback / TPIA 
announced that the committee’s nominees could be found 
on page 1 of the April newsletter.  Nominations from the 
floor included:  John Barry for Corresponding Secretary, 
Doug Comstock for Member-at-Large.
8. Unfinished Business:  
       Last month Evelyn Wilson / SPEAK introduced the 
following resolution: 
             Therefore Be it Resolved that, the CSFN  urges 
the Mayor to require hiring of a Public Advocate to 
represent the ratepayers’ interests during the entirety of 
the next Refuse rate Review Process to be paid from the 
funds collected in the Norcal Impound Account for the 
Solid Waste Management program administered by the city 
and to be budgeted for the fiscal years 2005-06Board of 
Supervisors to continue resolutions #041767 and #050045 
until such time as research can be completed to establish 
the true architectural significance of this building and its 
potential for landmark status.
         After discussion the resolution passed (18-0-0).
9. New Business:  
    Sue Cauthen / NBN introduced the following emergency 
resolution:
     Therefore be it resolved that the Coalition for San 
Francisco Neighborhoods supports implementation of a 
pilot plan to limit public parking at Coit Tower during peak 
periods in the summer of 2005. The resolution passed as an 
emergency and, after being duly seconded passed 18-0-0.     
10.Announcements:  None 
11. Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 

      …Steven Gruel, Recording Secretary, GGHNA 

Parliamentary Training
     The California Assn of Parliamentarians will hold a 
training day on Saturday May 21. 
     Please contact Evelyn Wilson to attend: 566-7826. 



—4—

CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE 2005

John Barry and Lionel Brazil seek the Corresponding Secretary Spot

PRESIDENT • Judith Berkowitz 
     As East Mission Improvement Association’s Alternate 
Delegate I have served on the CSFN Executive Commit-
tee for the past five years. I have shown my commitment to 
CSFN and its mission in my successive roles as Recording 
Secretary, 2nd Vice President, and currently as 1st Vice Presi-
dent and chair of the Land Use & Housing Committee. 
     Working to help make our city into what we all know 
it can be is a difficult job, but one I am willing and able to 
undertake. The unique variety of our neighborhoods and 
their needs requires inclusion of all members’ opinions, 
respect for differing views and teamwork. 
     Listening and responding to the voice of San Francisco’s 
neighborhoods through its member delegates will make 
for a stronger and better Coalition and City. I would be 
honored to serve as President; applying what I have learned 
during my service thus far to continue the work of the 
organization.
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT • Steven Gruel
     I have been a member of the Golden Gate Heights 
Neighborhood Association for approximatley 10 years. I 
served as the GGHNA president for 2 years. I am proud 
to be nominated for the position of  1st Vice President for 
the CSFN. For the last 3 years, I served as the recording 
secretary and am now ready to assume a new role for our 
organization. As you may know, I recently changed profes-
sional careers. After serving as a federal prosecutor in San 
Francisco for 16 years, I decided it was time to begin my 
own law practice. It has been exciting to start a new busi-
ness from scratch and work to make it prosper. I hope I can 
carry on the tradition of outstanding service by the previous 
Vice Presidents for the CSFN. I would greatly appreciate 
your vote. Thank you, Steven Gruel.
2nd VICE PRESIDENT • Richard Shadoian 
     I have been on the Board of Directors of Cole Valley 
Improvement Association for the past 7 years. Currently I 
am Vice President.
     I have been an alternate delegate to CSFN for 5 years.
I am the founder and current President of SF5Together, a 
coalition of neighborhood, residence and merchant associa-
tions in District 5. We have met monthly since 2000.
     I served as a founding commissioner on the Elections 
Commission. I was the Commission’s first vice president. I 
was appointed by the School Committee.
     I worked in commuunity and governmental relations 
for Kaiser Permanente and have been a licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist for over 30 years. I have live in San 
Francisco since 1973.

TREASURER• Barbara Meskunas
     I have served as CSFN’s President for 3 years, helping 
to build the CSFN’s assets through successful annual dinner 
events and prudent use of funds.
     I am the President of Beideman Area Neighborhood 
Group in the Western Addition, where I have lived for 20 
years.  I was recently appointed by Mayor Newsom to the 
Western Addition Citizens Advisory Committee to the A-2 
Redevelopment area.  I serve on the Boards of Directors of 
the National Association of Housing Cooperatives (Wash-
ington, DC), Planning Association for Divisadero Street, 
Small Property Owners of SF, and SFSOS.
     I have just been appointed Executive Director of the 
newly formed SF Taxpayers Union.
     I look forward to continuing to serve San Francisco’s 
neighborhoods as CSFN’s Treasurer.
RECORDING SECRETARY • Dick Millet
     I am an Architect, and have lived in SF since 1962.  I
bought a home in Potrero Hill in 1969 and have lived there 
ever since.  I have been involved in Potrero Hill neighbor-
hood activities all that time, holding various offices in the 
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association, including 
president for nine years . I was a delegate to the CSFN for 
various years plus Treasurer for 2 terms and currently Cor-
responding Secretary.   I volunteer in Supervisor Sophie
Maxwell’s office on Monday and Friday mornings. 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY •  Lionel Brazil 
     (Representing the Excelsior District Improvement Asso-
ciation) I own a home there with my partner. I am a native 
Californian and work in South San Francisco as Office 
Manager for a law firm.
     Owning our home and wanting to start a family, my 
partner and I wanted to get involved in our community. 
Rebecca Silverberg took me under her wing and got me 
involved with EDIA. 
     After the last election Rebecca wanted me and a small 
group to make up the Executive Committee to ensure EDIA 
continues its mission until its June 2005 elections. With 
the commitment and support of the other Executive Com-
mittee members, I took charge of the interim leadership 
role for EDIA. I have since been leading the Association’s 
meetings and improving the relationships with the Mayor’s 
Office as well as other Associations. As a result we have 
reestablished contact with City Hall, putting EDIA back on 
the map!
While being on the EDIA Executive Committee I have:
• Brought new energy to EDIA.
• Reinvented our newsletter for the sole purpose of commu-
nity outreach.
• Developed a web page for EDIA.
• With diligence and commitment, EDIA became the first 
Association to sign up and partner with DPW’s Graffiti 
Watch Program.
• Delegate for District 11 Council.
• Delegate to this Coalition.
• Meetings with the Mayor’s Office of Community Devel-
opment regarding the Non-profit center trying to go into the 
Excelsior.
• Became involved with the Build Home Depot Project.
• Began to develop contacts at City Hall.
• Running unopposed for President of EDIA.
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     I bring a new face to the Coalition and to community in-
volvement. I am very excited about this opportunity CSFN 
has given me to serve and I am asking for your vote.
CORRESPONDING SECY. •  John Barry
     I’ve been a delegate for almost 10 years, and attend over 
80% of the meetings. I have served the City as a member of 
the Environmental Commission, and the Taxi Commission. 
I am currently the Mayor’s representative to the SF Airport 
Roundtable.
     I was asked to serve on a community based non-profit, 
effective in January of 2003, to give it a broader based 
Board. It then became the subject of a lot of media atten-
tion, in August of 2004, for things that allegedly occurred 
around January of 2002, and prior to that, of which I had no 
knowledge until I read about them in the media.
     I have been the head of the Sunset Hts. Assoc. of Re-
sponsible People for about 8 years. From 1973 to 1996, I 
was the head of SF’s Richmond Environment Action group, 
which brought all the recycling centers to SF, and which 
brought the citywide recycling to the City, although we 
would have preferred that the collection had been done by 
community-based, small time operators.
     I am married to May Pon, since 1974. We have two 
adult daughters, Louise and Heather, who have graduated 
from Santa Clara, and Stanford, and who hold Master’s 
degrees from USF (education), and Stanford (Artificial 
Intelligence).
     I was a Board member, for about 10 years, of the ISAC 
organization, which John Bardis heads.
MEMBER AT LARGE • Eileen Boken
     Eileen is the current Second Vice President of the 
CSFN. She has been a Board member of SPEAK since 
1999 and a member of the Citizens Advisory Committee 
for the San Francisco County Transportation Authority 
since 2003.
• Chair, CSFN Media Relations Committee
• Advocacy before the Board of Supervisors and Planning 
Commission on a wide range of issues.
• Advocacy before the State Legislature in opposition to 
AB2702 Secondary Unit 
MEMBER AT LARGE • Doug Comstock     
     Over the last five years CSFN has continued as a force 
for change in the City—and we have succeeded beyond our 
greatest expectations.  I believe the Coalition should contin-
ue to show leadership and take strong stands on important 
issues. I am proud to have served for five years as an officer 
and I believe we are a better, stronger and more effective 
organization than we have ever been, thanks to the work of 
our members and our elected officers. I want especially to 
thank our President, Barbara Meskunas, whose tireless ef-
forts have been largely responsible for much of our success. 
I also want to thank outgoing ExCom members George 
Zaback and  Sharon Eberhardt (and we always miss Tony 
Sacco) we appreciate the time they have taken out of their 
busy schedules to work with us.
MEMBER AT LARGE • Bud Wilson
     I have been a Delegate to the CSFN for the past 15 years
In addition, I’ve served as Treasurer and Member at large.
     I have been an active neighborhood advocate for nearly 
20 Years and I am presently a member of the S. F. Veteran’s 
Affairs Commission.  I believe that the CSFN provides the 

Whiskey Hill) 
2. Buena Vista 
3. Corona Heights 
4. Glen Canyon 
5. O’Shaughnessy Hollow 
6. Mt. Davidson 
7. Twin Peaks 
8. Billy Goat Hill 
9. Duncan-Castro 
10. Kite Hill 
11. Tank Hill
12. Interior Greenbelt
13. Parcel 4 (Balboa & Great Highway)
14. Fairmont Plaza

Southwest Parks:  
Tuesday, June 28th 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Trocadero Clubhouse, Stern Grove

1. 15th Ave. Steps
2. Brooks Park
3. Edgehill
4. Golden Gate Heights
5. Grandview
6. Hawk Hill
7. Lake Merced
8. Lakeview-Ashton  Minipark
9. Pine Lake
10. Rock outcrop (14th Ave & Funston)

  & Pacifica Parks: Thurs., June 30 6: to 9:pm
Southeast Community Center, 1800 Oakdale

1. Bernal Heights
2. Bayview Hill 
3. McLaren Park
4. Palou-Phelps
5. India Basin
6. Sharp Park

We have been assured that the public will be informed of:
Plans to destroy non-native trees; potential erosion or the 
loss of windbreaks; plans to restrict present recreational 
access such as trail closures; plans to remove non-native 
animals from the natural areas; plans to introduce rare and 
endangered species to our parks that will have permanent 
legal protections.
     We urge you to attend these public meetings, particul-
arly for the parks that you visit.  Ask as many questions as 
you can to determine the effect of the NAP on your parks.  
Then, submit your written comments about the plans.  
     Please let me know if you have any questions about the 
NAP or the plans for these meetings and spread the word 
to your neighbors and friends who care about our parks.  
Thank you for your help to inform the public of the future 
of our parks.
...Written by Mary McAllister, Submitted by Ramona 
Albright, TPOCOSC marymcallister@sprintmail.com

Natrual Areas (Cont. from P. 1)

Needed voice in City Hall for all S.F. neighborhoods and I 
would like to continue to be a part of the process as 
Member at Large. I would appreciate your support.
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APRIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT
    The CSFN ExComm was called to order at 6:15PM at 
its regularly scheduled meeting on April 27 at Northern 
Police Station by Chair Berkowitz. Present were: Judith 
Berkowitz, Steve Gruel, Barbara Meskunas, Bud Wilson, 
and George Zaback. Absent: Eileen Boken, Doug 
Comstock, Sharon Eberhart, Dick Millet, Evelyn Wilson.
     President’s Report: •SF Taxpayers’ Union, a new 
group, met. 
     1st Vice President’s Report: Judith Berkowitz presented 
Lincoln Park Homeowners Assn application; it was 
approved unanimously to present to the General Assembly 
at the May meeting. Rincon Point NA sent bylaws in, 
completing the application process.
     Recording Secretary: Steve Gruel went to a meeting of 
SFTU.
     Program: ExComm Chair Berkowitz suggested medical 
marijuana as the program. She will contact Supe Mirkirimi 
as well as the police.
     New Business: • Barbara Meskunas moved that all 
Committee Reports henceforth be submitted in writing for 
publication in the newsletter. Passed unanimously on to the 
GA for consideration.
• Discussion about CSFN sitting on the SF Taxpayers 
Union steering committee. Although we think this would 
precedent-setting, no objections, one abstention to GA. The 
chair will investigate precedence and Bylaw conformance.
     Announcements: •The California Assn of 
Parliamentarians will hold a training day on Saturday May 
21. Please contact Evelyn Wilson to attend: 566-7826. 
• The next ExComm meeting will be Thursday May 26 at 
6:00PM.
     Adjournment at 7:10
                 ...Submitted by Judith Berkowitz, 1st Vice Pres.

MAY LAND USE & HOUSING
COMMITTEE REPORT

     The CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee held its 
regular meeting in the Community Room of the Northern 
Police Station on Monday May 2. Present were Marilyn 
Amini, Ellen Kernaghan, John Bardis, Jim Lew, George 
Zaback and Judith Berkowitz. 
     Chair Berkowitz distributed three informational docs 
from Charley Marsteller. These deal with 1.) Charter 
Provisions re: Zoning Administrator, 2.) Amendment 
to Planning Commission Rules and Regulations, and 3.) 
Board of Appeals Discussions, 724 Van Ness.
     John Bardis moved that we support any move that 
will bring matters back to the Planning Commission. 
We support these changes in concept. We withhold final 
approval until after the final draft has been written. The 
LU&H Committee recognizes the need for reform; some of 
us are actively working for it.
     Marilyn Amini noted the Better Neighborhoods 

legislation would seem to add another layer of bureaucracy 
between government and the citizens. We need to study 
the legislation which Marilyn distributed to committee 
members.
     The marijuana club interim moratorium legislation 
was looked at as a zoning issue These clubs could be 
classified as neighborhood commercial, social service, 
philanthropic, or private clubhouse. We will hear more 
about this issue at the May GA meeting’s Program.
     1122 Green Street: This is an expansion of the project, 
far beyond the scope of the original permit.
     1170 Green Street: Thank you letters were sent to 
Planning staff for their work. As a result of which, the 
application has been suspended.
     Sutro Tower: Has a Categorical Exemption from an 
EIR. The vote at the BOS was 7-3. The Appeal will be 
heard on May 18th.
     Bike Plan’s inclusion into the Transportation Element. 
There is no basis in local code for its General Rule 
Exclusion. It must have an Initial Study. The BOS voted 
against the Appeal.
     We will reconstitute the LU&H Committee at the next 
GA meeting rather than wait until the June meeting. The 
chair will prepare a sign-up sheet the committee for the 
May GA meeting.
     The June LU&H Committee meeting will meet on 
Monday June 6 at the new earlier time of 6:00PM

....Submitted by Judith Berkowitz Chair, LU&H Comm

Barbara Meskunas, sfmeskunas@aol.com
Judith Berkowitz, sfjberk@mac.com
Eileen Boken, aeboken@msn.com
Doug Comstock, dougcoms@aol.com
Steve Gruel, steve.gruel@usdoj.gov
Dick Millet, milletdick@aol.com
Sharon Eberhardt, sme314@aol.com 
Bud Wilson, ewilson981@msn.com
George Zaback, 564-5223

President:
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:

Treasurer:
Recording Secretary:
Corresp. Secretary:
Member at Large:
Member at Large:
Member at Large:

Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson,
evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net

Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official voice of the Coali-
tion for San Francisco Neighborhoods, Inc., a 501(c)4 Organization.

To Submit Articles: email articles by the fifth of the month to:
dougcoms@aol.com or call 386-4934.

Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the opinion 
of the CSFN. We invite material from member organizations as well as 
rebuttal to articles already printed. Articles are written by the editor un-
less otherwise designated. We reserve the right to edit where necessary. 
Member organizations receive the newsletter without charge. Copies: 
Members/$10, Non-members/$15.
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CSFN SPONSORS FOR 2005
BENEFACTORS
San Francisco Apartment Assn. 
Residential Builders Assn. 
Spotlight Printing
PATRONS
Rebecca Silverberg
Retired Firemen & Widows Assn. of SFFD
Law Offices of Angela Alioto
SPONSORS
Katherine Howard, ASLA    Ramona Albright
Sharon M. Eberhardt          Robert L. Speer
Lee Ann Prifti           David & Karen Crommie 
Mary McAllister          Cheryl C. Brodie      
Dick Millet           Kelly & David Pascal
OMI Neighbors in Action    Al & Mary Harris
Joan Girardot           Suzanne D. Cauthen  
Judith Berkowitz          Doug Comstock
Barbara Meskunas          John Bardis   
Ed Jew/SWEAP         Charles B. Dicke
Cow Hollow Assn.          Anita Grier   
Greg Corrales           Jim Siegel   
Francis Somsel          Patricia Vaughey
New Mission Terrace Improvement Assn.
Leland Yee, Speaker Pro Tem, Assembly, 12th District
Hon. Quentin Kopp

THANK 
YOU!

Land Use & Housing • Monday, 6:00, June 6th at 
Northern Police Stn. • Judith Berkowitz 824-0617 • 
sfjberk@mac.com
Bylaws Committee Chair: Evelyn Wilson: 
evelynwilsregparl@earthlink.net 566-7826
Government and Elections Committee 
Chair: Barbara Meskunas sfmeskunas@aol.com
Newsletter Comm. Chair: Ramona Albright 621-9621
Open Space Comm Chair: Ramona Albright 621-9621
Transportation Committee Chair: John Barry: 
jackbarry99@earthlink.net 564-0225
Water Task Force Chair: Joan Girardot: 346-5525

and provide enjoyment for future generations of 
San Franciscans.
     In addition, there are currently over 80 trees 
missing from the formal tree grid in the Music 
Concourse Bowl   The Surface Improvements 
Project calls for replacement of these trees, but 
there has been some discussion of not replacing 
them.  Replacement of the missing trees is vital 
not only to provide shelter and shade but also 
to maintain the historic appearance and feeling 
of Music Concourse.  Friends of the Music 
Concourse recommends this opportunity to re-
establish the full grid of trees by replacing all of 
the empty spaces as originally planned.
Update on Landmarking the Concourse
1.  Landmark resolution (advisory only):  A 
resolution has been introduced at the Board 
of Supervisors, encouraging various City 
Departments to landmark the Music Concourse 
while giving protection to the grid of historic trees
both in the future and during the upcoming Surface 
Improvements Project.  This resolution was referred to the 
Supervisor’s Land Use Committee and is currently being 
considered by that committee.  This resolution is advisory 
only.  It is not the final ordinance.
2.  Landmark Ordinance (final language):  The Landmarks 
Preservation Advisory Board has reviewed, modified, and 
approved a landmark application for the Music Concourse.   
This language will become the final ordinance, once it has 
been approved by the Planning Commission and the Board 
of Supervisors.
Much of the language included by the Landmarks Board 
will help to protect the grid of trees.  However, the 
Landmarks Board did not include some of the language 
that Friends of the Music Concourse had requested for 
protection of the historic trees.  We will be advocating for 
additional tree protection at the Planning Commission and 
Board of Supervisors.
musicconcourse@earthlink.net www.musicconcourse.org
415-710-2402 ...Writen by Katherine Howard, ASLA; 
Submitted by Ramona Albright, TPCOSC

A San Francisco berthing for the USS Iowa got a big thumbs-up from delegates!

Concourse(Cont. from P. 1)



General Assembly • May 17, 2005
6:30 I. Sign In and Refreshments
7:00 II. Call to Order/Ascertain Quorum

A. Introduction of Delegates and Guests
B. Presentation of Host Organizations:

 1. Laurel Heights Improvement Assn – LHIA
 2. Excelsior District Improvement Assn – EDIA
7:15 III. Approval of April Minutes
7:20 IV. Officers’ Reports 

A. President
B. Vice Presidents
ExCom Action Item • Should CSFN sit on the SF 
Taxpayers Union steering committee.
C. Secretaries
D. Treasurer

7:30 V. Committee Reports
A. Land Use & Housing
B. Media Relations
C. Open Space 
D. Water Task Force
E. Gov’t & Elections

7:45 VI. Unfinished Business 
8:00 VII. New Business
8:15 Election of Officers
 Program: Marijuana Clubs:
                      Captain Hettrick SFPD Narcotics
                    Supervisor Mirkarimi Cannabis Club Interim    
                    Moratorium Legislation 
9:15 VIII. Announcements
9:30 IX. Adjournment

May
17th

Location: Northern Police Station, Fillmore & Turk Streets (Parking in Rear)
Public Transit: MUNI #22 Fillmore, 31 Balboa  & 38 Geary Lines

Program:

Marijuana Clubs


