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Planners Listen Quietly to
Neighborhood Concerns
May’s CSFN meeting concentrated
on our concerns about the Planning
Commission’s intent to push the
Housing Element, without proper input
from those most effected and without
current statistics on which to base their
ten-year plan. The state mandates the
plan be updated every ten years.
Commissioners Sue Lee, Bill Lee
and Amit Ghosh, Chief of
Comprehensive Planning, spoke to the
concerns of the membership, including
the demand that an EIR on the plan be
conducted before it is adopted. CSFN
members insisted that such a plan,
controlling hundreds of developments,
be fully explored with complete public
input an EIR affords.
Commissioners Bill Lee, Sue Lee and Chief Ghosh, Chair Judith Berkowitz

The Housing Element Agenda
here is a special place in hell reserved for those
who use poor people to line their own pockets.
The most recent and egregious demonstration
of this foul and increasingly-popular practice was
the June 5th Planning Commission meeting, the
3:30 PM item of which was billed as the second
public hearing for the Housing Element, which is
being updated for the first time in twelve years.
One would think that the commissioners would
have carefully arranged the allocated time set aside
for this important opportunity for public input to
maximize relevant testimony. One would think that
the commission chair would have restricted public
comment to the subject at hand, as professional and
official conduct standards demand. But one would
be wrong.
The commissioners ate up the first two hours of
the clock with presentations by various department
staffers who stand to benefit from this noxious
document when it is approved, (which I have no
doubt it will be after observing the commissioners’
conduct). My personal favorite was Olson Lee from
Redevelopment, an agency which has been quietly
plotting as of late to extend the life of its various
project areas in order to keep the fat salaries and
benefits packages of its staffers going for at least
another decade, thereby depriving the city’s General

Fund of much-needed tax revenues. His job at the
hearing was to contribute to the statement of need
for affordable housing, which was the monotonous
mantra of the afternoon. We also heard from ABAG,
which admitted that the population figures used
to justify the assumptions of the document were
incorrect, but were okay nonetheless because it
was too late to correct them.
The departmental show and tell was followed
by 30 minutes of public comment by seasoned
Planning watchers who were smart enough to get
their speaker cards in early.
Following a 20 minute break, the commission
convened with an announcement by President
Bradford-Bell that the speaker cards would be
disregarded, and that anyone wishing to speak
would need to line up on the far side of the room,
(where those who had advance knowledge of her
rule disregard were already standing). She
proclaimed in a very snotty tone that she was doing
so to benefit those who came to speak who had
children and needed to get them home. Of course,
this meant that many of the seniors and others
who had dutifully filled out speaker cards had to
leave, since the Chair’s preference for tax consumers
over tax producers meant that they would have
had to wait another two hours to speak and they
were not physically able to stay.
By this time, Commissioner Bill Lee had taken a
(Cont. Page 2)

Housing Element (Cont. from Page 1)
powder and the labor commissioner was a no-show,
so we were left with Commissioner Antonini, who
had already been attacked, and would continue to
be throughout the evening, for daring to write a
letter to the Chronicle advocating for more singlefamily housing, and Commissioners Bradford-Bell,
Sue Lee, Boyd, and Feldstein, all of whom personally
benefit from the non-profit sector in some way.
The “people with children” (we actually saw a
total of three children) made maximum use of their
time at the microphone, using interpreters on
several occasions which doubled their time to six
minutes instead of three. Their testimony was
prompted, coordinated, and in many cases written
by paid organizers from Mission Agenda, the
Mission Anti-Displacement Coalition, and the SF
Organizing Project (SFOP). NONE of the speakers
spoke to the Housing Element. ALL of the speakers
spoke to the need for affordable housing, which
the Housing Element, we were to presume, would
fix. We heard about a variety of welfare issues,
rent board issues, drug and alcohol recovery, and
mental illness. But nothing about the merits of
the Housing Element, or lack thereof. Throughout
this debacle, the non-profit wags posing as
commissioners had sanctimonious smiles pasted
to their faces. Only Commissioner Antonini seemed
bewildered at the lack of relevance to the matter at
hand.
Some of us dutifully stayed to give our testimony,
certain that it fell on deaf ears.
The conclusion of this session was noteworthy.
After the poverty industry beneficiaries concluded
the last of their testimony, they joined hands and
approached the microphone in a theatrical moment,
and asked for a “moment of silence for all of those
who need housing.” President Bradford-Bell of
course, allowed this nonsense, having previously
thrown out all semblances of civility and decorum.
She then proceeded to make her concluding
statements, condemning those of us who were there
to comment on the Housing Element as being insensitive to the needs of the rent-a-mob (people in the
overflow hearing room actually observed the
exchange of payment for attendance) and pointing
out that racial lines were clear in this controversy!
It was obvious that she has never actually read
the Housing Element. Commissioner Antonini’s
comments indicated that he had read the plan, and
made us glad we had stayed through the entire
sideshow. At least someone did his homework.
There is an article in the current edition of City
Journal that relates to this distasteful experience.
The subject of the article is ACORN, another
“community empowerment” group that uses
victimology tactics similar to our dog-and-pony
show facilitators. They also get government
funding, like some of our meeting disrupters. It

seems that ACORN’s new approach is at the local,
rather than the national level of government. Through
their “in-your-face strategy,” author Sol Stern says
that “ACORN burrows deep within the system, taking
over its power and using its institutions for its own
purposes, like a political Invasion of the Body
Snatchers.” ACORN, if you don’t already know, is
behind a number of the anti-business moves attempted
by certain members of our Board of Supervisors.
According to Stern, “ACORNS’s specific policy
prescriptions offer a job-killing recipe for urban blight
and decline.” Several of you have voiced concern
that they are already trying to disrupt specific
elements of your neighborhood organizations. Like
ACORN, our local community organizers have also
learned that big money and political power can be
generated from the poverty of the less fortunate.
While these antics may be morally repugnant to most
decent people, they appear to be wildly popular with
our non-profit developer lobbyists and their ideological
allies at City Hall.
Despite this experience, I urge each member of
CSFN to substantially contribute comment to the
review of the Housing Element. While there is little
hope, in my humble opinion, of obtaining an intelligent
finished document from the Planning Commission,
the appeal process, and certainly the court process
that may ensue, demands our participation at this
level.
...Submitted by Barbara Meskunas, CSFN President

LIBRARY SCRAPS CAC PLAN
Clearly fearful they would be second-guessed, the
Library Commission scrapped a proposal to set up a
Citizens Advisory Committee that would involve the
Board of Supervisors in the process of providing
public oversight of the $106 million bond issue to
build and remodel 24 neighborhood libraries.
On the table was a plan crafted by Supervisor Jake
McGoldrick, City Librarian Susan Hildreth and the
Neighborhood Library Coalition, an umbrella group
for several good government organizations and
individual library users in every neighborhood.
Hildreth urged the Commission to approve a plan
making the CAC a committee of the Library
Commission, authorized by and reporting to the
supervisors, as well as the Commission. There would
be a seat for each supervisor, San Francisco
Tomorrow, San Francisco Beautiful, SPUR, the Mayor's
office and two library support groups, plus slots
representing schools, youth, seniors and the disabled.
As an arm of a city commission chartered by ordinance,
the group would be covered by Sunshine law, providing
for recorded and noticed meetings, with public
comment.
Current library "advisory" bodies are not covered by
Sunshine, are tightly controlled by San Francisco Public
Library (SFPL), and are topheavy with SFPL and city
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staff, or members of library support groups. Public
attendees are ignored.
Critics argue that SFPL has failed to create a
meaningful public process. They argued, for example,
that the Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
is an obvious choice for CAC membership, since it
speaks for 38 neighborhoods and is keenly interested
in library issues. The library said CSFN is "too
political" and does not speak for individual neighborhoods.
Supporters of the McGoldrick plan wanted a
guarantee that the group would be autonomous and
argued that -- at 22 members and 12 city advisers
-- it was so large it would be unwieldy. They also
said SFPL's plan to hold only six meetings a year
would make it difficult to function pro-actively. Groups
like the Richmond Democratic Club feared that setting
up a weak and unwieldy body would permit the library
to co-opt the group, resulting in an inefficient donothing body.
However, some members of the Library Commission
had strong reservations about giving even this limited
but independent voice to non-library interests. The
proposal aired June 5 retained the controversial
provisions and introduced a clause permitting the
Library Commission to "modify" membership and
other aspects of the group. Only the Friends &
Foundation of the Library testified in favor of the plan.
Commission president Charles Higueras asked
Hildreth to come back with "some new models,"
possibly involving the Council of Neighborhood
Libraries, another library support group. "If the Board
of Supervisors wants to appoint its own CAC, let
them do it," said Commissioner Steve Coulter, after
discussing his plan to give the library the right to
appoint the chair and participate in setting the agenda
of an internal library CAC. "I'm nervous about giving
the supervisors appointments. We don't need too
political a group."
The four (of seven) commissioners present agreed
that there should be a forum for airing the present
controversy over the place of books and computers
in the remodeled branches. But they were reluctant
to give this charge to a group they did not control.
Coulter, a longtime Commission member and library
fundraiser, argued that the library has done a poor
job of explaining itself to the public and "needs to
value criticism" Commission input "is not enough,"
he said. "The public can educate the library."

Support In-law Appeal!
The three Appeals of the
Determination of the Secondary
Unit Legislation have been
accepted as timely:
- Coalition for SF Neighborhoods
- West of Twin Peaks Central Council
- Preserve Our Neighborhoods
We urge neighborhood groups and individuals
to write letters in support of the appeals (Amicus
letters). Fax to: 554-5163 or Submit them to:
The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Room 244 City Hall
1 Dr Carlton B Goodlett Pl.
SF CA 94102
Letters must be in ASAP this week!
The Appeal is set to be heard at 3:00 on June
17 in the BoS Hearing Room 400. The letters can
be as simple as this:
Att'n: Ms Kay Gulbengay
Re: Appeal of the Certificate of Determination of
Exemption/Exclusion from Environmental Review
(Project Title: 20020418E Secondary Units
Ordinance)
Ms Gulbengay:
We request that the Board find the
Determination for this Project to be invalid, and
that the Board
instruct Planning to prepare an EIR for this
Project.
We are in support of the Appeals submitted by
the three organizations:
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
West of Twin Peaks Central Council
Preserve Our Neighborhoods
Thank you,
(Please send a copy to CSFN as well.)

Acting Editor: Doug Comstock

Neighborhood Views is published monthly, the official voice of the
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods, Inc., a501(c)4 Organization

To Submit Articles: email articles by the first of the month
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Police Stn. • Judith Berkowitz 824-0617/sfjberk@mac.com
Government and Elections • Tuesday, 5:30 June 17th
at Northern Police Stn • Rebecca Silverberg 584-0535
/sfrebecca@aol.com

(as text) to: dougcoms@aol.com or call 386-4934.
Articles reflect the opinions of the submitter, not necessarily the
opinion of the CSFN. We invite material from member organizations
as well as rebuttal to articles already printed. Articles are written
by the editor unless otherwise designated. We reserve the right
to edit where necessary. Member organizations receive the newsletter without charge. Copies: Members/$10 Non-members/$15
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CSFN General Assembly
Minutes of April 15, 2003

1. Call to order: President Barbara Meskunas
brought the meeting to order at 7:15 pm at the
Northern Police Station.
a) Quorum declared. 22 member organizations
present.
b) Introduction of guests and delegates.
c) Agenda approved
2. Host organizations: Cole Valley President, Karen
Crommie reviewed their activities and Cayuga
Improvement Association Vice President told of
theirs.
3. Minutes of March 18, 2003, were approved as
written.
4. Officers’ Reports: President Barbara Meskunas
reported that Steve Gruel, Secretary would be absent,
due to illness in the family, and Babette Drefke would
be taking minutes this meeting. Dick Millet reported
a few organizations are still delinquent in their dues.
5. Reports: Debby Dunn of the Community Relations
department of the G.G.
Disposal and Recycling
Company, distributed informational pamphlets,
described operations and answered questions. For
further information, she may
be contacted at
(415) 575 2485.
B. Nominating Committee: Mary Helen Briscoe,
Chair recommended the following candidates for
office for June 2003 to June 2004.
President - Barbara Meskunas,Vice Pres.- Douglas
Comstock
2nd V.P. - Judith Berkowitz, Rec.Sect. - Steve Gruel
Corr. Sect.- Richard Millet, Treasurer - Babette Drefke
Members-at-large (vote for 3 ) George Zaback, Sharon
Eberhardt, Jim Andrews was nominated in absentia
by Ramona Albright. Francis Costa was nominated
by Espanola Jackson. There being no further
nominations, nominations were closed. Organizations
must be represented at 6 meetings in a one year
period, prior to elections for their member to be
eligible for nomination. Elections will be at the May
meeting.
C. Government and Elections: Rebecca Silverberg
reported Supervisor GavinNewson submitted
legislation requiring a hearing on all ballot measure
30days prior to the deadline for submission to the
department of elections.
D. NAPCAC: Tys Sniffen of the Natural areas advisory
committee reported on the Natural Areas Project
Citizens Advisory Committee.
E. Housing and Land Use: Chair Judith Berkowitz
introduced the panel of Dr. Amit Ghosh, Dr. Michael
Antonini and Rev. Edgar Boyd who gave their
opinions on zoning and the Housing Element
Coalition members had some differing ideas, therefore
it was a lively session of question and answers. Amit
Ghosh announced. May 1, 2003, will be the first
meeting on the documents official hearing and then
they will continue to hold as many meetings as
deemed necessary. To find a more accurate time
and date for planning meetings and items, call 558
6422 for the recorded agenda. Planners stated they
would be willing to return at a future date.
6. Resolutions:

A.: TPOSC’s motion was carried forth from March
18, 2003.
CSFN opposes any change in San Francisco zoning
and planning codes. Motion passed.
B.: Marilyn Amini reported on two items scheduled
for April 24, 2003 City Planning Commission
hearing, which, if adopted, would amend City
Planning Code: (1) Supervisor Peskin’s Secondary
Unit legislation which would change land use controls
in all R-zoned districts Citywide to allow 750 sq.ft.
units ( five 10 x15 feet rooms) in three situations —
on lots 1250 feet either side of a “primary transit
street in historic buildings and for seniors or disabled
persons: off-street parking requirements would be
eliminated for these units, open-space requirements
halved, and density increased; (2) demolition policy
changes would eliminate required notice at the time
of demo permit filing and also would redefine
“demolition” so that notice at time of filing is no
longer required for proposed alteration of 2/3 or
more of an existing structure’s interior elements
(walls, partitions, floors, ceilings)-- thus, interiors
could be “gutted” and density/use intensified without
preliminary notice given. Emergency declared.
CSFN voted to oppose said Planning Code
amendments. Marilyn also reported that CPC hearing
on changes to Discretionary Review procedures is
pending. Both DR fees, and hurdles for gaining DR
will be raised if CPC approves and Bos adopts
proposed changes.
C. Dick Millet reported, “The Rainbow Adults
Community Housing” are planning housing of 250
units for a gay retirement home. They would like
CSFN as one of the sponsors. Resolution will be
prepared for presentation at a later meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm.

...Submitted by Babette Drefke, EMIA, Acting Secretary

Executive Committee Meeting
May 28, 2003 Minutes
The ExCom meet at Northern Police Station at
7:pm a quorum was declared at 7:30.
Members attending: Meskunas, Comstock,
Berkowitz, Millet, Drefke, Andrews. Other CSFN
Delegates attending: Mary Helen Briscoe.
We heard from the Community Mediation Board
that they are willing to hear neighborhood disputes
and have had considerable experience resolving
even the toughest neighbor-developer disputes.
They agreed to include a newsletter item and will
dispense literature at the next meeting.
(www.communityboards.org)
Letters Written: Secretary Judith Berkowitz
reported that letters were written regarding SFGTV
and MHRF. It was agreed that a binder will be kept
of letters sent out by the Secretary for inspection
by the members.
Annual Dinner Date Fixed: Members concluded
that the Annual Dinner should not be held in lieu
of a monthly meeting, and the date was therefore
set for Wednesday, October 1st. (Motion: Comstock,
2nd Berkowitz. Unanimous.)
(Cont. Page 6)
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City Hall Watch
Ballot Measures
Proposed for the
November Ballot

Every Thursday the
Supervisors update their
website:
www.sfgov.org/bdsupvrs

030632
[Ballot Measures Submitted by the
Board of Supervisors, Four or More of its Members,
or the Mayor] Charter amendment (Second Draft)
to provide that any proposed ordinance, bond measure,
or declaration of policy submitted to the Director of
Elections by the Board of Supervisors by four or more
of its members, or by the Mayor, must by submitted
to th e Board of Supervisors no later than 45 days
before the deadline for submission of the measure to
the Director of Elections, and to require that the
Board of Supervisors hold a hearing on the proposed
measure and on any amendment thereto no later
than 30 days before the deadline for submission to
the Board of Directors, provided that failure of the
Board of Supervisors to hold a hearing on a measure
submitted by less than the full Board of Supervisors
or Mayor shall not preclude submission of the measure
to the voters. Supervisors Newsom, Peskin ASSIGNED
to Rules Committee.
030682
[Charter Amendment - Conflict of
Interest Law Amendments] Charter amendment
(Second Draft) to amend and Article XVII, deleting
Sections to enact new conflict of interest provisions,
to make technical changes, to move various provisions
into ordinances, and to clarify existing provisions.
ASSIGNED to Rules Committee. Supervisor Ammiano
030852
[Charter Amendment - District offices
and staff members for members of the Board of
Supervisors] Charter amendment (First Draft) to
amend Section 2.117, to establish district offices for
members of the Board of Supervisors and to eliminate
the limit on the number of staff members. Supervisor
Daly. ASSIGNED to Rules Committee.
030853
[Charter Amendment - Board of
Supervisors Proceedings] Charter amendment (First
Draft) to to modify the provisions governing the
proceedings of the Board of Supervisors by tolling
deadlines for action by the Board when the Board is
in recess, and by reducing the number of votes
required at the Board for various actions when one
or more Board members are disqualified from voting
on a matter because of a conflict of interest. Supervisor
Gonzalez. ASSIGNED to Rules Committee.
030854
[Charter Amendment - Controller as
the City Services Auditor] Charter amendment (First
Draft) to designate the Controller as the City Services

Auditor, establish duties for that function, make the
Controller a non-voting ex-officio member of the
Board of Supervisors and all City commissions, and
set aside 0.2 percent of the City's annual budget for
a Controller's Audit Fund. Supervisor Hall.
ASSIGNED to Rules Committee.
030855
[Charter Amendment - Early
retirement benefits to employees in classifications
due to the City's fiscal crisis] Charter amendment
(First Draft) to add Sections A8.401 and A8.522 to
provide early retirement benefits to eligible
employees. Mayor.ASSIGNED to Rules Committee.
030856
[Charter Amendment - Health Service
System] Charter amendment (First Draft) to amend
Sections 1 to the San Francisco Charter. Supervisor
Peskin. ASSIGNED to Rules Committee.
030857
[Charter Amendment - Retirement
Benefits for District Attorneys, Public Defenders
and Public Defender Investigators] Charter
amendment (First Draft) relating to retirement
benefits for attorneys in the District Attorney's and
Public Defender's offices and Public Defender
Investigators. Supervisor Gonzalez. ASSIGNED to
Rules Committee.
030858
[Charter Amendment - Rainy Day
(Economic Stabilization) Reserve for City
Government and SFUSD] Charter amendment
(Second Draft) to create a Rainy Day (Economic
Stabilization) Reserve and clarify general rules for
fiscal operations. Supervisor Ammiano. ASSIGNED
to Rules Committee.
030859
[Charter Amendment - Police
Commission; Office of Citizen Complaints; Police
Misconduct] Charter amendment (First Draft) to
amend Sections 4.109, 4.127, A8.343 and A8.344.
Supervisor Ammiano. ASSIGNED to Rules
Committee.
030864
[Charter Amendment - Municipal
Railway Rates] Charter amendment (First Draft)
to freeze Municipal Railway rates at their January
1, 2003 levels and to change the process for
approving increases in Municipal Railway rates.
Supervisor Daly. ASSIGNED to Rules Committee.
030865
[Charter Amendment - Police/Sheriff
Merger] Charter amendment (First Draft) to establish
a process for a Sheriff and Police Department merger.
Supervisor Daly. ASSIGNED to Rules Committee.
030866
[Charter Amendment - Establishing
an Elected Rent Board] Charter amendment (First
Draft) to establish an elected Residential Rent Stabilization and Arbitration Board that would replace the
existing appointed Rent Board. Supervisor Daly.
ASSIGNED to Rules Committee.
030867
[Charter Amendment - Planning and
Economic Department Commission] Charter
amendment (First Draft) to delete the Building
Inspection Commission, and to establish a Planning
and Economic Development Commission consisting
of the current members of the Planning Commission
that would manage the Department of Planning and
the Department of Building Inspection. Supervisor
Peskin.ASSIGNED to Rules Committee.
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Government & Elections
Committee Meeting
The Government and Elections Committee met
Friday, May 30, to discuss the upcoming election
season. The first order of business was election of
a chair and vice chair. Ramona Albright and I are
honored to serve again for 2003/04.
Recommendations on CSFN's Endorsement Process
The committee came up with recommendations
which will be made to the general membership on
the endorsement process itself. (As you know, we
only endorse issues, not candidates.) For the past
few years we have been considering all city ballot
measures, but there are so many that the task is
overwhelming our late summer and early fall
meetings. So far there are 15 Charter Amendments
pending that could make it to the ballot, and that
doesn't include bond measures and ordinances.
(Please God, no resolutions or statements of policy!)
The Coalition prides itself on the thoroughness
of their endorsement process, and does not want to
do a haphazard job because of the sheer volume.
Consequently, the Committee recommends that we
consider only ballot measures that directly impact
neighborhoods. Criteria for such a determination
will include, but not be limited to, the following:
a. All bond measures
b. Good Government issues
c. Land use, code enforcement, and quality of life
issues
Based on the above, we reviewed the current
pending Charter Amendments and will schedule
speakers on the following Charter Amendments that
would:
030632. Require that all ballot measures proposed
by the mayor or the Board of Supervisors be heard
before the public 30 day prior to submission to the
Department of Elections.
030682. Close existing loopholes in the City Charter
that allow circumventing of election ethics laws.
030852. Establish district offices for the Board of
Supervisors and eliminate the limit on the number
of staff members.
030854. Designate the Controller as the City Service
Auditor and make the Controller a non-voting exofficio member of the Board of Supervisors and all
City commissions.
030856. Amend the City's Health Service System
030867. Abolish the Building Inspection Commission
and establish a Planning and Economic Development
Commission consisting of current members of the
Planning Commission that would manage the
Department of Planning and the Department of
Building Inspection.
There are also two bond measures pending: a
$250 million School bond and an undeterminedamount Work Force Housing bond.
We have already taken a position against the
only ordinance pending so far which would eliminate
paid ballot arguments in the Voters Handbook.
We are having pro and con speakers at our July

meeting on the issues for which we are considering
early endorsements and submission of official
arguments and the rest of the ballot measures in
August. (We can still submit ballot arguments on
these later in August if we are so inclined, but the
turnaround time, as usual, will be very short.)
The Government & Elections Committee will
meet and review the issues prior to the general
membership meeting and have their
recommendations ready. You will remember that
these procedures were adopted a few years ago
because of the short timelines allowed by the
Department of Elections. You will need to be
prepared to vote on the ballot measures based on
the Government & Elections Committee
recommendations, which will be published in the
newsletter and on-line, and the presentations of the
pro and con speakers.
Mayoral Forum Recommended
The Committee also recommends that the
Coalition host a Mayoral candidate forum in lieu of
our September meeting (September 16) at a place
to be determined, but large enough to accommodate
members from our member-organizations. We are
investigating auditoriums in school, churches,
public buildings, etc. If you have any suggestions,
let me know. A short business meeting could precede
the forum if necessary. It was also agreed that we
use an independent facilitator or moderator.
District Attorney candidates will be heard at our
regular June meeting.
The Government & Elections Committee will
meet at 5:30 on Tuesday, June 17, prior to our
regular general meeting at Northern Station.
...Submitted by Rebecca Silverberg, Chair G&E Cmtte

ExCom (Cont. from Page 4)
Phone Operator: Jim Andrew agreed to take on
the task of answering the telephone and making
sure the message is timely.
Committee Appointments: In lieu of the
customery passing around a sheet for Committee
membership at the May meeting, it was agreed that
those wishing to be members of a committee should
contact the former Chair of the committee, or attend
the first announced meeting.
... Submitted by Doug Comstock, PROSF, Chair

President: Barbara Meskunas, brmeskunas@cs.com
1st Vice President: Doug Comstock, dougcoms@aol.com
2nd Vice President: Judith Berkowitz, sfjberk@mac.com
Treasurer: Babette Drefke, 282-5919
Recording Secretary: Steve Gruel, steve.gruel@usdoj.gov
Corresponding Secretary: Dick Millet, milletdick@aol.com
Member at Large: Jim Andrew, jwandrew@yahoo.com
Member at Large: Francisco DaCosta, frandacosta@att.net
Member at Large: Sharon Eberhardt, sme314@aol.com
Parliamentarian: Evelyn Wilson, 566-7826
Website: www.csfn.net
Telephone: 262-0440
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LAND USE & HOUSING
COMMITTEE REPORT

SF Taxicabs: Follow the Money
The City, by law, owns the taxi Medallions, one of
which has to be in each cab that is rolling on the street.
The Medallions are assigned to "holders", who have
to be, by law, individual cab drivers.
A holder must only drive 156 '4 hour shifts' per
year. They always then lease the Medallion to a cab
company, to enable the company to run a cab on the
streets, full time. The company pays the 'holder' $1,800
per month, $21,600 per year, JUST to "rent" the
Medallion.
There are 1381 Medallions, in total, on the streets,
earning, in the aggregate, for the 'holders': $29,829,600
per year, in PASSIVE INCOME. (rental income, from
the companies.)
What does the City earn for having issued these
Medallions, (these 'franchises'):$655,975 per year.
($475.00 per Medallion, per year.)
This is all derivative of 1978's Proposition K.
If the City rented the Medallions Directly to the
cab
companies/ cab vehicle owners/ the City, in theory,
could
directly earn the annual $29,829,6000 in 'rental income'.
Question: Is it time to re-examine 1978's Proposition
K, which came into being, in the wake of the bankruptcy
of Yellow Cab, and the resultant removal of half the
cabs in the city, from the city streets?

Correction
The last issue of Neighborhood Views listed the
hosting organization as Cow Hollow and Dolores
Heights, but it was actually Cow Hollow and Diamond
Heights. The editor regrets the error.

$500 Sponsors

American Veterans Coalition
City College of SF
Russian Hill Neighbors
SF Firefighters Local 798
Spotlight Printing
Lynn Newhouse Segal

$250 Sponsors

Assessor, Mabel Teng
Ramona Albright
Angela Aliota
John Barry
Beideman Area
Neighborhood Group
Karen & David Crommie
Joan Girardot
Greater West Portal Nbhd. Assn.

The CSFN Land Use & Housing Committee held
its regular meeting in the Community Room of the
Northern Police Station on the 2nd of June. LU&H
Committee members John Bardis, Hiroshi Fukuda,
Marilyn Amini and Judith Berkowitz were present.
Our three main topics were CSFN’s Appeal of
Secondary Units which has been filed along with
those of Preserve Our Neighborhoods and West of
Twin Peaks Central Council. Also of great interest is
the Housing Element’s second hearing and how to
address issues at the hearing. Of great importance
is the necessity to stick to the subject. In the hearing
it’s very easy to get off the topic of the Housing
Element itself and veer onto one of the pieces of
impending enabling legislation, which, while related
to the Housing Element, is not the topic at hand and,
if spoken of at all, should really be treated only as
an example of how vague the HE is that it allows
such bad legislation.
As chair of the committee, Judy Berkowitz met
with Supervisor Aaron Peskin and the General
Manager of SFGTV, Priscilla Watts. Programming of
the Planning Commission hearings will resume as
of July 1 in the manner in which they had before
their interruption after the April 3 meeting. Webcast
Archiving will also resume as before. The June 5th
hearing of the Housing Element will be broadcast
although because of conflicting Board of Supervisors’
committee meetings it may not be simulcast. We will
work to have SFGTV post on the website the audio
of those meetings that occurred between April 12
and May 28 and which were not videotaped.
The committee continues its work on a position
paper on the Housing Element which it will present
to the Planning Commission upon completion.
...Submitted by Judith Berkowit

Denise LaPointe
Miraloma Park Impvmt. Club
Twin Peaks Improvement Assn.

$100 Sponsors

Public Defender Jeff Adachi
Supervisor Tom Ammiano
Dennis Antenore
John Bardis
Tracy Baxter
Judy Berkowitz
Bonacker Assoc.
Sue Cauthen
Hon. Eddie Chin
Doug Comstock
Hon. Anita Grier
Mary Harris
Retired Employees of C&C SF
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Retired Firemen & Widows
Richard Shadoian
Sunset-Parkside Ed. & Action
(SPEAK)
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
Dennis Herrera
Judge Quentin Kopp
Jim Lazarus
Charlotte Maeck
Supervisor Jake McGoldrick
Barbara Meskunas
Dick Millet
Gail Neira
Supervisor Aaron Peskin
Ed VanEgri
Joel Ventresca
Doris Ward
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Housing Element at CSFN...................................................1
EDITORIAL/The Housing Elemen Agenda.........................1
DDITORIAL Library CAC...................................................2
In-Law Appeal.....................................................................3
April Minutes: General Assembly ........................................4
ExCom Minutes June..........................................................4
Proposed Charter Changes...................................................5
Government & Elections Minutes........................................6
Taxicab Watch.....................................................................7
Minutes: Land Use andHousings........................................7

General Assembly Meeting
• June 17, 2003 •
6:30 I. Sign In and Refreshments
7:00 II.Call to Order/Ascertain Quorum
A. Introduction of Delegates and Guests
B. Presentation by Host Organizations:
1. East Mission Improvement Association
2. Excelsior District Improvement Assoc
7:10 III. Approval of Minutes
A. April 2003
B. May 2003
7:15 IV. Officers Reports
A. President (Barbara Meskunas)
B. First Vice President (Doug Comstock)
C. Second Vice President (Judith Berkowitz)
D. Recording Secretary (Steve Gruel)
E. Corresponding Secretary (Dick Millet)
F. Treasurer (Babette Drefke)
7:30 V. Swearing in of Officers: Jeff Adachi
7:40 VI. Committee Reports
A. Land Use and Housing
B. Water Task Force
8:00 VII. Government and Elections
A. District Attorney Candidates
9:00 VII. Unfinished Business
A. 30 Day Wait Period for Board, Mayor Initiatives
9:20 IX. New Business
9:40 X. Announcements
9:45 XI. Adjournment

Location: Northern Police Station, Fillmore & Turk Streets (Parking in Rear)
Public Transit: MUNI #22 Fillmore & Geary Lines

