
 

Reconsideration of two measures with NO RECOMMENDATION from August 

8th Special Meeting: 

 

1. General Obligation Bond election amending earthquake loan bond program to 
finance "Acquisition & Rehabilitation of Affordable Housing." (Peskin and Breed). 
 

2. Charter amendment to creat the "Housing & Community Development 

Commission"(Peskin) to ensure the Mayor's Office of Housing and 
Office of  Economic and Workforce Development has adequate 
oversight provisions.  
 

**************************************** 

New Measures for Consideration 

 

Filling Positions on Board of Supervisors and Municipal Transportation 
Authority 

 
 

1. Charter Amendment to limit the  terms of interim supervisors 
appointed to  fill vacancies on the Board of Supervisors. (Kim, Peskin, 
Campos, Mar, Avalos & Yee ) 

Currently  the Mayor can appoint persons to fill vacancies in the Board cause 
by departures. death, etc.  The appointee can succeed him or her self at the 
next election.  The amendment would change that to provide that the 
appointee could not directly succeed him or herself and there would need to 
be an election held not later than180 days of the vacancy. 
 

2. Charter Amendment as to MTA Director Selection & Budget 
Vote.  (Campos, Kim, Peskin& Yee) Currently the Mayor appoints all of the 
seven directors of the MTA, subject to confirmation by the Board; and the 
Board, by a vote of at leas seven members  may accept or reject the MTA 
budget, but not change it. The amendment would  change  that so that the 
Mayor would appoint four directors, subject to Board con formation, with three 
appointed by the Supervisors, and the number of Supervisors who must 
vote to  accept or reject the  MTA budget would be reduced to  six 
from seven.  This is another measure which is being proposed to bring 
more  balance to the control of major City institutions between the Mayor and 
the Supervisors. 
  
New Tax Measures 



 

3.  General Sales Tax (Mayor, Farrell & Weiner)  The current sales tax rate 
is 8.75%. There is one component of 0.25% that is expiring in December of 
this year The proposed new component is a three-quarter percent sales tax 
for a period of 25 years so the combined rate would  be 9.25%.  The 
Legislative Digest recites that "the tax is a general tax and the proceeds would 
be deposited in the General fund."  This new tax will support the specific set 
asides described in item 3a.      
 

 3a. "Charter Amendment, supported by the Mayor, Weiner & Farrell to 
set aside up to $156.6 million per year through 2042 for a Homeless Housing 
and Services Fund ($50 minimum a year) and  a variety of  local and regional 
transportation purposes and street repair purposes (collectively $101 
minimum a year)  This it the justification  of the proposed sales tax which is 
described above,  and is increased or  decreased annually at he same 
percentage as the increase or decrease in the amount of discretionary 
revenues available in he general fund, but is not itself considered a 
discretionary revenue." 

  
4. Amend the Business and Tax Regs- the "Mansion Tax" (Kim, 
Campos, Peskin, Mar, Avalos & Yee) to increase  real estate transfer 
taxes  on properties transferred for a consideration of $5 million or more.  The 
increases start at one quarter percent up to $25 million and step up to one half 
percent at $25 million or more, creating additional general  fund revenue with 
no allocation. 
 
 Land Use Issues 
 
5. Candlestick Point waiver for one developer of the 1986 voter approved 
(Prop M) annual cap on the square footage of new office space which 
can be build in the City.  The developer who is the "wholesaler of the 
Candlestick  Point and Hunters Point projects is seeking a waiver to the voter 
approved annual cap of 950,000 square for  new office spaces. The 
development plan authorized up to 5.15 minimum sq feet of office space and 
apparently requires the City to give a high Pop M priority to these projects, 
over other projects in other areas. The developer now wants both an open 
ended exemption from  the Prop M limitations for all office space built in the 
project areas and to exempt that  project area new office space from counting 
against  Prop M capacity in other parts of the City.   
  
6. Conversion of PDR, Arts and Community Spaces (Kim, Peskin & 
Campos; an initiative measure)  Currently there is no general requirement 



that  limiting the conversion of "Production, Distribution and Repair (PDR) 
uses. Nor is there any general requirement for CU authorization for the 
conversion of Institutional Community Use or an Arts Activities use, although 
the Planning Code requires the replacement of certain PDR space 
in PDR Zoning districts. The measure would  require the replacement of the 
space proposed for conversion on site as part of a new project and empowers 
the Board to adopt an in lieu fee or off-site replacement provisions.  The 
measure only applies to developed buildings spaces in the Eastern 
Neighborhoods and does not apply to vacant lots or parts of a property not 
developed with building spaces. 
 
 Miscellaneous 
 
7. Charter Amendment to Create the office of a Public Advocate. 
(Campos, Avalos, Kim & Mar ) 
This amendment would create an office of the Public Advocate whose duties 
would be to  review the "administration of programs and services." 
effectiveness  of public information and service and complaint programs and 
the responsiveness of agencies to requests  for data or information regarding 
agencies' activities and operations. It would include reviewing management 
and employment practises that promote or impede efficient operations of 
government, including contracting procedures.  The functions of he Public 
Advocate would eliminate "some" corresponding practises of the Controller 
and can introduce legislation. The first person filing the position, which must 
be by  election, could serve for two 4 year terms and up to 11 years including 
an initial partial term. 
 
8. Expanding the Registration of "Expenditure Lobbyists" SF Ethics 
Commission.  Concern over influx of cash into lobbying firms by organization 
like AirBnB resulted in this initiative from the Ethics Commission. 
 


